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A look at history

“The founding fathers in their wisdom decided that children were an unnatural strain on parents. So they provided jails called schools, equipped with torture called education. School is where you go between when your parents can’t take you and industry can’t take you.” J.Updike
Before the 12th century most people were illiterate. Reading and writing skills were not considered important or necessary. Monasteries were centres of education, and priests and monks were most educated people.

After the Norman invasion in 1066, Britain started to join the mainstream of European intellectual life. Rich families employed clerks to teach children at home. The Church set up small schools for ordinary people, especially choir schools where boys learned to read and write and to sing in the church choir. 

With the development of such sciences as medicine and law, organizations of general study called universities appeared in Italy and France. A university had four faculties: Theology (the study of religion), Canon Law (church laws), Medicine and Art, which included Latin grammar, rhetoric (the art of making speeches), logic, arithmetic, geometry, astronomy and music.


In the middle of the 12th century a group of professors from France came to Britain and founded schools in the town of Oxford in 1168. It was the beginning of the first English University. A second university was formed in 1209 in Cambridge. Towards the end of the 13th century colleges appeared around the universities, where other subjects were studied.


Getting an education in those times was very difficult. Printing had not been invented yet, and all the books were hand-written. That’s why books were rare and very expensive. Only the richest people could afford buying books. If a man had twenty or thirty books, people said that he had a great library. Special rules existed for handling books. You were not to touch books with dirty hands or put them on the table at meal times. In almost any monastery you could find one or two or more monks spending hours every day copying books. 


Printing was invented in the middle of the 15th century in Germany, by Johann Gutenberg. To England it was brought by William Caxton1.   

Notes

1William Caxton – In his early youth Caxton was an apprentice to a company of London merchants. Later he lived in Flanders where he worked as a hand-copier of books for the Royal family. He was a learned man and did translations from French into English. When he was on business in Germany, he learnt the art of printing. In 1476, when Caxton returned to England, he set up the first English printing-press (типография) in London. Two years later, a second printing-press was set up in Oxford. During the next fifteen years Caxton printed sixty-five works, both translations and originals.
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In 1440, England’s most famous school, Eton2, was founded by King Henry VI3. (It is still regarded by many as the top school in the country). In its early days it was a mix of rich and poor students: the rich paid, and the poor worked in the school, cooking and cleaning to pay for their education.

By the middle of the 17th century there were a number of charity schools around the country, paid for by committees of rich subscribers. Of course they were almost exclusively for boys. Some aristocratic girls were well educated, speaking French, and Latin, and reading music. But they were taught by private teachers at home.

Notes

2Eton – is a little town near Windsor. The most important building here is Eaton College, an English public school for boys started in 1440. Its students are mainly for rich families, and many of Britain’s public figures were educated there. Its former students are known as Old Etonians. Today there are about a thousand boys at the school. Because Eton is so popular it is very difficult for parents to get a place for their sons. So some parents put their sons’ names on the waiting list while they are still babies. There is a strong sense of competition between Eton and Harrow, another boys’ public school.

3Henry VI – was king of England (1422 - 1461).

There was always a basic problem with education for the poor: when they had got it, what could they do with it? In a very static, rigid society, it was almost impossible to change your position. Status was based on family, on birth – not on brains, energy or talent. Poor people who became educated, it was said, would get ideas above themselves, and feel dissatisfied and frustrated.

However, with the Industrial revolution from the middle of the 18th century, British society began to change radically. People in business made huge amounts of money, and the old aristocrats lost much of their power and influence. The pressure for universal education increased. So for the first time in history, ordinary working people had the chance to get an education – and the motivation of a more meritocratic society in which they could make use of it.

The French Revolution brought ideas of social equality and a belief that all human beings could perfect themselves through education. Women started to demand greater freedom, respect and access to education. There was still a tendency to teach girls particularly feminine subjects, such as cooking, sewing, art and music. But later in the 19th century, girls began to receive the same sort of education as boys. In 1874, Girton College, Cambridge, offered the first university places for women.

Through the 19th century more and more children went to school, and in 1880 education was made compulsory up to the age of 13. A few years later about 97 per cent of girls and boys were literate – a situation unimaginable in most of the rest of the world. The school-leaving age continued to go up in steps until it reached 16 in 1972.

The British school system today
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The basic features of the British educational system are the same as they are anywhere else in Europe: full-time education is compulsory up to the middle teenage years; the academic year begins at the end of summer; compulsory education is free of charge, but parents may spend money on educating their children privately if they want to. However there is quite a lot which distinguishes education in Britain from the way it works in other countries.

British education has many different faces, but one goal. Its aim is to realize the potential of all, for good of the individual and the country. Britain’s education system is traditionally decentralized. There are really three, not one, national curricula. There is one for England and Wales, another for Scotland and another for Northern Ireland. The organization of subjects and the details of the learning objectives vary slightly from one to the other. There is even a difference between England and Wales. Only in the latter is the Welsh language part of the curriculum. Under the Education Reform Act of 1988 England and Wales began phasing in of a Compulsory National Curriculum. The Act also aims to give parents a wider choice of schools for their children. Education is compulsory from 5 to 15 years of age. (Nursery – up to 5 years; Primary – 4-12; Secondary –11-18; Higher – 18+years; Further – 16+years). The system is different in Scotland.

The introduction of the national curriculum is also intended to have an influence on the subject-matter of teaching. At higher levels, it means a greater emphasis on science and technology. A consequence of the traditional British approach to education had been the habit of giving a relatively large amount of attention to the arts and humanities (which develop the well-rounded human being), and relatively little to science and technology (which develop the ability to do specific jobs). Now the prevailing belief is that Britain needs more scientists and technicians.

Pre-school Education is provided in nursery classes for children from the age of 2 to 5 years (under-fives).
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Primary schools consist of the infant schools and the junior schools. At infant school children aged 5-7 in the form of games learn the 3 R’s: Reading, Writing, Arithmetic. Strong emphasis on the use of Standard English is the heart of the new proposals for English lessons. Primary pupils are to concentrate on math applied to everyday activities, such as shopping. They should count up 1000, use simple fractions, add, multiply and divider numbers. They must be able to use measures from rulers to computer software. Children learn basic electricity and physics. At 7 teachers measure children’s progress in each subject.
The junior school is for children aged 7 to 11. Most junior schools carry out a policy of streaming: A – for the cleverest, B – for the next in ability, and C- satisfactory. A typical classroom is divided into “areas” for different activities. The children can work alone or in-groups under the guidance of the teacher.

At the age of 11 children pass the Eleven – Plus Examination (now an assessment test) consisted of three papers: English, Arithmetic and Intelligence Test. About 25 % of children win places at the grammar school, which opens the way to the University. The other 75% will go to a secondary modern school. They prepare pupils for non-professional occupation.

State Secondary schools are funded by the government, either directly or via local education authorities. They are for children aged 11-16 and fall into 3 main types: secondary modern, grammar and comprehensive. Grammar Schools give the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) of two levels O (Ordinary) and A (Advanced). The GCSE-O marks the end of school career and a start of some white-collar profession. A small number of pupils remain at school until they are 18 to pass to sit for the GCSE-A, which is required by most universities.

Schoolmasters and mistresses of the Grammar Schools wear academic gowns and mortarboards, academic caps with a flat square top. The pupils are divided into Houses and wear uniform with the school badge.

Secondary Modern Schools concentrate on practical work. Boys are instructed in metal and woodwork, girls – in domestic science and cooking. The children leave this school at 15 with a certificate or Written Evidence of their studies.

Comprehensive Schools provide secondary education for all children of the district irrespective of their intelligence. Over 90% of the state secondary school population in England and Wales go to comprehensive schools. The comprehensive system aids to develop the gifts of all children to the full. These schools are usually very large At 14 children have to take an assessment test. At 16 they take exams for the GCSE (English, French and Maths or the GNVQ – general National Vocational Qualifications: design, business and tourism).At 18 pupils can take “A”- level examinations or “AS” (half of the content of A- level).
Breaking down the artificial barriers between education and business is an important aim of the British Government.
In 1993, the Government introduced a new type of secondary school called the City Technology College. They are in cities and concentrate on teaching science and technology.   
There are also a small number of specialist independent schools, including theatre, ballet, and choir schools. There are over 1200 special schools in England for children who have learning disabilities or behavioural problems.
The public school system

“It is not that the Englishman can’t feel-it is that he is afraid to feel. He has been taught at his public school that feeling is bad form. He mustn’t express great joy or sorrow, or even open his mouth too wide when he tales-his pipe might fall out if he did.” E.M.Forster
Private education comprises ‘independent schools’. Some independent schools are known as ‘public schools’ and, despite their name, are not part of the state education system. The possibility of confusion is especially great because in Scotland and in the USA schools organized by the government are called ‘public schools’ and the education provided by the government is called the ‘public school system’.

Independent schools in Britain provide education of the grammar school type and are completely independent of local authorities. They receive a grant-in-aid from the Ministry of Education. They include the preparatory schools (prep) and public schools (for boys and girls over 13).
Public schools were originally grammar schools which offered free education to the public and were under public management. This was in contrast to private schools which were privately owned by the teachers. Since the 19th century, the term ‘public school’ has been applied to grammar schools that began taking fee-paying pupils.

About 10 % of pupils go to private or independent schools. The public school system takes fee-paying pupils (and some scholarship pupils who have won a place in a competitive entrance exam and whose parents don’t pay). The fees are between £5,000 and £15,000 per year. The main advantage of these schools is that discipline is better, so teachers and pupils waste less time. The school year is divided into three terms. Schools have 13 weeks’ holiday per year: 6 weeks in the summer, two weeks each at Christmas and Easter, and three half-term weeks. The year starts early in September.

“Public schools are the nurseries of all vice and immorality.” H.Fieding
Private schools had been used in the 19th century to educate the sons of the upper and upper-middle classes. At these ‘public schools’ the emphasis was on ‘character-building’ and the development of ‘team spirit’ rather than on academic achievement. This involved the development of distinctive customs and attitudes, the wearing of distinctive clothes and the use of specialized items of vocabulary. They were all ‘boarding schools’ (that is the pupils [image: image5.jpg]


lived in them), so they had a deep and lasting influence on their pupils. Their aim was to prepare young men to take up positions in the higher ranks of the army, in business, the legal profession, the civil service and politics. When the pupils from these schools finished their education, they formed the ruling elite, retaining the distinctive habits and vocabulary which they had learnt at school. They formed a closed group, to a great extent separate from the rest of society. Entry into this group was difficult for anybody who had had a different education.

Stereotypical public schools were for boys only from the age of 13. The public school system enforced their rules with the use of physical punishment and had a reputation for a relatively great amount of homosexual activity. “Fagging” was a public school custom in which the “preps” acted as servants of the older boys called “prefects”. Much attention was paid to team sports. There were not at all luxurious and comfortable there.

However, these days, there is not a single-sex public school in the country. There have been a fairly large number of girls’ public schools for the last hundred years, and more recently a few schools have started to admit both boys and girls. Many schools admit day pupils as well as boarders, and some are day-schools only.

Many public schools are boarding schools where students live during term-time. Most have a house system, with boarders living in one of several houses under the charge of a housemaster or housemistress. A house has about 50 boys. Now ‘prefects’ don’t have so much power or have been abolished. Fagging has disappeared. At most schools pupils have to wear a school uniform and at some of the oldest schools this is very old-fashioned.

Sport is an important part of the curriculum and schools compete against each other in cricket, rugby, football, hockey, rowing, etc. But there is less emphasis on team sport now and more on academic achievement. Life for the pupils is more physically comfortable than it used to be.
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Many schools have a chapel where pupils attend Anglican services and there are also a small number of Roman Catholic schools.

Many of Britain’s 200 public schools are very old and famous. They include Eton, Harrow1 and Winchester2, and Cheltenham Ladies’ College3 and Roedean4 for girls. Nearly all the men holding leading position in Great Britain were educated at public schools.

Notes

1Harrow – is a well-known British public school for boys in north-west London, established in 1572. It is considered to be one of the major boys’ schools in Britain and many important people were educated there, including Winston Churchill, a great British statesman.
2Winchester – is a well-known public school in Winchester (in southern England). It was established by William of Wykeham (the bishop of Winchester from 1367 to 1404) in 1382 and was the first of its kind. A pupil or former pupil at Winchester College school is named Wykehamist.
3Cheltenham Ladies’ College – is one of the best-known British public schools for girls, established in Cheltenham (in Gloucestershire, England) in 1853.

4Roedean – is a leading British public school for girls near Brighton. It was established in 1885.
A much higher proportion of students from public schools win university places, especially to Oxford and Cambridge Universities, than from state schools. Former public school students may also have an advantage when applying for jobs because of the ‘old school tie’, and the ‘old boy network’ through which a former public school pupil is more likely to give a job to somebody from a public school than to someone from a school in the state system. Some people send their children to public school mainly for this reason; others believe public schools provide a better education than state schools.

Exams

Greater emphasis is placed on examination results in Britain than in many other countries. Most universities and employers still rely on exam results for evidence of a person’s academic ability.

Children in England and Wales complete National Curriculum Tests, (still often called by their former name, standard assessment tasks or SATs) at ages 7, 11and 14 as part of the National Curriculum. These tests are set nationally and results can be compared across the country. In some areas children take an eleven- plus exam to decide where they will go for their secondary education.

In secondary schools exams are usually held at the end of each school year to assess students’ progress. The most important exams are the national GCSE exams that children take at 16. Schools are free to choose which of several examination boards they use to set and mark GCSE exams. Exams are marked on a seven-point scale, A to G, with an additional grade, A+ being awarded to those who reach the highest standard and U for ‘unclassified’. Final grades are also based on continuous assessment, i.e. marks gained for essays and project work during the course, as well as on a student’s performance in the exam. Many students take GCSE exams in seven or eight subjects, sometimes more.

Students who do well in their GCSEs usually go on to take A-level (Advanced) exams two years later. Most study four or five subjects at AS level in the first year and then three at A-2 level in the second year. They must achieve reasonably high grades in order to be offered a place at university.

In Scotland students sit Scottish Certificate of Education exams which, at Standard Grade, are the equivalent of GCSEs. The highest grade is I. A year later students take the higher grade, Highers. After a further year some students take Advanced Highers.
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At university students work towards a degree, and most courses end in a series of exams called finals. Students studying for a first degree are called undergraduates. When they have been awarded a degree, they are known as graduates. Many take an honours degree which is awarded in one of several classes. The highest class is a first. The second class is often split between upper second and lower second, and below that is the third class. If a student doesn’t meet the standard for an honours degree, he or she may be awarded a pass degree (i.e. not an honours degree).

Bachelor’s Degree is the first degree that you get when you study at a university, most commonly as BA (Bachelor of Arts) or BSc (Bachelor of Science).

Master’s Degree (postgraduate degree) is a higher degree in British universities, usually requiring one year of study. It is between a bachelor’s degree and doctorate. Master’s degrees include Master of Arts, Master of Science and Master of Business Administration. At Scottish universities, however, these titles are used for first degrees.

Doctorate is the highest type of university degree. This usually carries the title PhD (Doctor of Philosophy). The time taken to complete a doctorate varies, but it is generally expected to involve three years of more or less full-time study.

Higher education
British universities are not open to everyone. The university makes you an offer. The offer depends on market forces; for popular high-prestige courses, the university will ask for very good A level results.

The number of students on a particular course is strictly limited. The system doesn’t allow students to follow full-time courses in a casual way, having a job or living in another town as they study. Students are quite closely monitored, and have to see their teachers regularly. Consequently, drop-out and failure rates are low.
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The negative side of the system was that, compared with other countries, a rather small percentage of British school-leavers actually went on to university. But there have been an improvement: the numbers have doubled over the last 20 years. One explanation of this is that many polytechnics and higher education colleges were given university status. As a result many cities now have two universities – an old one and a new one. For example, in Bristol there is Bristol University and the University of the West of England; in Oxford there is Oxford University and Oxford Brookes University.

Officially, all universities in the country are equal in status. But they differ greatly in reputation and public image. In general, the older a university is, the higher its status. So the most prestigious are the ancient ones – Oxford and Cambridge – followed by long-established ones such as London, Manchester and Edinburgh.

About half of British students go away to university, rather than attend the one closest to home. This is an expensive thing to do; the government used to give grants (money to live on during studies), whereas now students have to borrow money or get their parents to pay. But still many students find that combining study and family life is impossible. A large proportion of students live ‘on campus’, (or, in Oxford and Cambridge, ‘in college’) or in rooms nearby, which tends to mean that the student is surrounded by a university atmosphere. The campus universities are purpose-built institutions located in the countryside but close to towns. Examples are East Anglia, Lancaster, Sussex and Warwick. They have accommodation for most of their students.
The government has reduced the amount of the student grant and encouraged a system of ‘top-up’ loans instead. As a result, many students cannot afford to live away from home. A large number of students are being forced to ‘moonlight’ that is, secretly do a part-time job. All of these characteristics threaten to reduce the traditionally high quality of British university education. They also threaten to reduce its availability to students from low-income families.

British universities are very popular with overseas students. There are about 70,000 – mostly from Africa, the Arab world and Far Eastern countries such as Malaysia and Indonesia. In fact, the UK is the most popular destination, for students.

Oxford University
Oxford was an important town in southern England, west of London, even before the University came into existence; it’s mentioned in the “Anglo-Saxon Chronicle” of 912 as ‘Oxenforde’, the ford, where oxen could cross the river.

The University of Oxford was established in the mid 12th century, in 1214. By 1300 there were already 1 500 students. At that time Oxford was a wealthy town, but by the middle of the 14th century it was poorer, because of a decline in trade and because of the terrible plague, which killed many people in England. The relations between the students and the townspeople were very unfriendly, and there was often fighting in the streets.

Nowadays there are about 12 000 students in Oxford and over 1000 teachers Outstanding scientists work in the numerous colleges of the University.

The buildings of its many colleges are a major feature of the city, which is a tourist centre as well as an important centre of academic research. Oxford is also famous for its architecture.

Academic life in Oxford is full and varied. Some of the occasions are solemn, some exciting, and a few frivolous. The three principal annual events are Commemoration, Congregation and Convocation. The first is mainly concerned with the conferring of Honorary Degrees, the ceremony commemorating the opening of the Sheldonian Theatre1 in 1669. Meetings of Congregation and Convocation are conducted with all the splendor and ceremony which tradition demands.

Punting is favoured by those, whose tastes in boating are for relaxation. “Punt” is a word often used in both Oxford and Cambridge too. It refers to a long flat-bottomed boat with sloping ends, rather like a gondola, which is moved by pushing a long pole in the water but rowing is taken very seriously by many undergraduates and there is great rivalry between college crews. The height of a rowing man’s ambition is to row against Cambridge in the annual contest on the Thames.

Cambridge University
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Cambridge is situated at a distance of 70 miles from London; the greater part of the town lies on the left bank of the river Cam crossed by several bridges. The dominating factor in Cambridge is its well-known University, a centre of education and learning, closely connected with the life and thought of Great Britain. Newton, Byron, Darwin, Rutherford and many other scientists and writers were educated at Cambridge. In Cambridge everything centers on the University and its colleges.


Notes

1Sheldonian Theatre – is a large theatre that is part of Oxford University. It was designed by Christopher Wren and built in1663. It is used for university ceremonies and concerts (not plays). 
The oldest college is Peterhouse, which was founded in 1284. The most recent is Robinson College, which was opened in 1977. The best known building in Cambridge is King’s College Chapel designed by Henry VI.2 Lofty spires and turrets and fined stained glass windows are notable features of the Chapel, which is one of the major monuments of English medieval architecture. Its choir of boys and undergraduates is also very well known.
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The University was exclusively for men until 1970 when the first women’s college was opened. Another was opened two years later and a third in 1954. In the 1970s, most colleges opened their doors to both men and women. Almost all colleges now are mixed. Until today there are more than twenty colleges in Cambridge.

There is a close connection between the University and colleges, though they are quite separate in theory and practice.

Each college has its own building, its own internal organization, its own staff and students. In order to enter the university, one must first apply to a college and become a member of the university through the college. The colleges are governed by twenty or thirty “fellows”. Fellows of a college are “tutors” (teachers, often called ‘dons’). Each tutor has 10-12 students reading under his guidance. Tutors teach their own subject to those students in the college who are studying it, and they are responsible for their progress.

Every college is governed by a ‘dean’. Discipline is looked after by ‘proctors’ and numerous minor officials called ‘bulldogs’.

The University is like a federation of colleges. It arranges the courses, the lectures and the examinations, and grants the degrees.

A college is a group of buildings forming a square with a green lawn in the centre. An old tradition doesn’t allow the students to walk on the grass: this is the privilege of professors and headstudents only. The most popular place from which to view them is from the Backs1, where the college grounds go down to the river Cam.
Notes
1the Backs – is the attractive area  at the back of some of the colleges of Cambridge University in England, between the colleges and the river Cam.
Students study at the University for four years, three terms a year. Long vacation lasts about three months. There are many libraries at Cambridge; some of them have rare collections of books: the earliest books by Shakespeare and other great writers, early description of Russia by an Englishman on diplomatic service there in 1591 and so on.

The Cambridge Folk Festival 

Every year, in summer, thousands of folk music fans arrive in Cambridge for one of the biggest festivals of folk music in England. The festival is held in the grounds of an old house, where there is plenty of room for people to put up their tents if they want to stay overnight.

The Cambridge Folk Festival s very well organized, and there are never any of the serious problems which can be caused by large crowds.
Until 1964, undergraduates had to wear black cloaks, called ‘gowns’, but now they are obliged to wear them for dinner and some lectures. This tradition is fast disappearing, but one which is still upheld is that of punting on the Cam. It’s a favourite summer pastime for students to take food, drink, guitars and girlfriends on to a punt and sail down the river, trying very hard to forget about exams. Many students feel that they have not been christened into the University until they have fallen from a punt into the River Cam. This has almost become a tourist attraction.

Students also have an official excuse “to let themselves loose” once a year (usually in November) on Rag Day. On this day, hundreds of different schemes are thought up to collect money for charity, and it is not unusual to see students in the streets playing guitars, pianos, violins, singing, dancing, fishing in drains for money, or even just lying in beds suspended over the street swinging a bucket for money to be thrown into. Such tradition, in such beautiful surroundings, often helps to make Cambridge almost as idyllic today as it was in the 13th century.

Types of university
There are no important official or legal distinctions between the various types of university in the country. But it is possible to discern a few broad categories.

Oxbridge

This name denotes the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, both founded in the medieval period. They are federations of semi-independent colleges, each college having its own staff, known as ‘Fellows’. The Fellows teach the college students, either one-to-one or in very small groups (known as ‘tutorials’ in Oxford and ‘supervisions’ in Cambridge). Oxbridge has the lowest student/staff ratio in Britain. Lectures and laboratory work are organized at university level. As well as the college libraries, there are the two university libraries, both of which are legally entitled to a free copy of every book published in Britain. Before 1970 all Oxbridge colleges were single-sex (mostly for men). Now, the majority admit both sexes.

The old Scottish universities

By 1660 Scotland boasted four universities. They were Glasgow1, Edinburgh2, Aberdeen3 and St Andrews4. The last of these resembles Oxbridge in many ways while the other three are more like civic universities in that most of the students live at home or find their own rooms in town. At all of them the pattern of study is closer to the continental tradition than to the English one – there is less specialization than at Oxbridge.


Notes


1Glasgow – is an industrial city in south-west Scotland
2Edinburgh – is the capital city of Scotland and a popular tourist centre
3 Aberdeen – is a city and port in north-east Scotland 
4 St Andrews – is a town in Scotland

The early nineteenth-century English universities

Durham5 University was founded in 1832. Its collegiate living arrangements are similar to Oxbridge, but academic matters are organized at university level. The University of London started in 1836 with just two colleges. Many more have joined since, scattered widely around the city, so that each college is almost a separate university. The central organization is responsible for little more than exams and the awarding of degrees.

The older civic (‘redbrick’) universities

During the 19th century various institutes of higher education, usually with a technical bias, sprang up in the new industrial towns and cities such as Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds. 
Notes
5Durham – is a city in north-east England
Their buildings were of local material, often brick, in contrast to the stone of older universities. They catered only for local people. At first, they prepared students for London University degrees, but later they were given the right to award their own degrees, and so became universities themselves. In the mid 20th century they started to accept students from all over the country.

The newer civic universities

These were originally technical colleges set up by local authorities in the first in the 1960s of the country. Their upgrading to university status took place in two waves. The first wave occurred in the mid 1960s, when ten of them were promoted in this way. Then in the early 1970s, another thirty became ‘polytechnics’, which meant that as well as continuing with their former courses, they were allowed to teach degree courses. In the early 1990s most of these became universities. Their most notable feature is flexibility with regard to studying arrangements, including ‘sandwich’ (i.e. studies interrupted by periods of time outside education). They are now all financed by central government.

The Open University

This is one development in education in which Britain can claim to have led the world. It was started in 1969. It allows people who don’t have the opportunity to be ordinary ‘students’ to study for a degree. Its courses are taught through television, radio and specially written course books. Its students work with tutors, to whom they send their written work and with whom they then discuss it, either at meetings or through correspondence. In the summer, they have to attend short residential courses of about a week.

Further education
Apart from schools and universities there is another sector – FE (Further education) colleges. Going to FE College has two main attractions. First, there is a wider choice of A level subjects, including Law, Computing and Sociology; and second, there is a much freer, more adult atmosphere than at school. FE colleges offer all sorts of work-related courses, from Car Mechanics to Dental Nursing, which give students NVQs (National Vocational Qualifications).

There are those who leave school at the age of 16 and go straight into a job, but later on realize that they need higher qualifications. Quite a lot of people in their mid-20s or older come back into education at an FE College and take a one-year Access course, this gets them into university, where they are often more successful than younger students because they are more serious and focused.

FE Colleges also offer English-language courses for foreign visitors; in some ways they are a better learning environment than specialist language schools, as the visitors mix with all the British students around them.
GLOSSARY

Read the following words and word combinations according to the reading rules:
-decentralized system – децентрализовать
-to phase in of a compulsory National Curriculum – постепенно вводить обязательный национальный курс обучения (учебный план)

-nursery school – ясли
-infant school – школа для малышей
-fractions – дроби
-add – прибавление
-multiply – умножение
-divider numbers – делители
-to carry out a policy of streaming – проводить распределение учащихся по классам с учётом их способностей
-under the guidance of the teacher – под руководством учителя
-an assessment test – тест, суммирующий знания
-comprehensive school – общеобразовательная школа
-to wear academic gown and mortarboards – носить мантию и головной убор с квадратным верхом
-school badge – школьный значок, символ
-irrespective of their intelligence – независимо от их умственных способностей
-to the full – в полной мере
-vocational Qualifications – профессионально-техническое образование (подготовленность)
-to receive a grant-in-aid – получать дотацию
-preparatory school – приготовительная (частная) школа для мальчиков 8-13 лет (обычно готовит для поступления в колледж)
-to pay fee – платить за учёбу
-fag – младший ученик (в английских школах); to fag – оказывать услуги старшим ученикам младшими учениками
-to have learning disabilities – быть умственно отсталым
-behavioural problems - проблемы психического характера
-to comprise – включать, заключать в себе

-to provide – обеспечивать, предоставлять

-to apply – относиться

-competitive entrance exam – конкурсный вступительный экзамен

-boarding school – пансион (закрытое учебное заведение; школа-интернат

-boarder – пансионер 

-to enforce – усиливать, подкреплять

-to abolish – отменять
-to gain – получать
-undergraduate – студент
-graduate – выпускник, окончивший любое учебное заведение;  абитуриент
-pass degree – диплом без отличия
-proctor – проктор, надзиратель, инспектор (в Оксфордском и Кембриджском университетах); надзиратель, следящий за студентами во время экзаменов (в американских вузах)
-to monitor – контролировать, проверять

-drop-out – выбывший, исключённый или бросивший учёбу учащийся
-drain – канава
-to suspend – подвешивать
-to swing – качать, размахивать
-relic – реликвия; след, остаток

-foundation – учреждение

-to attach – прикреплять

-fan-vault ceiling – сводчатый потолок

-jade – минерал жёлто-зелёного цвета

-ceramics – керамика, керамические изделия

-fan – веер, опахало

-sampler – образец вышивки

-array – масса, множество

-exhibit – экспонат

-to discern – различать

-to boast – гордиться

-tutor – наставник; репетитор; руководитель группы студентов (в английских университетах; младший преподаватель высшего учебного заведения в Америке)
Practice the following for pronunciation
Proper names: Eton, Henry VI, Roman, Catholic, Harrow, Winchester, Cheltenham College, Roedean, East Anglia, Lancaster, Sussex, Warwick, Malaysia, Indonesia, Sheldonian Theatre, Titian, Veronese, Rubens, Van Dyck, Gainsborough, Mone, Renoir, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Durham, Birmingham, Manchester.  

VOCABULARY EXERCISES
I. Choose the word corresponding to the definition from those listed below:
▪ a formal written, spoken or practical test, especially at school or college, to see how much you know about a subject; 
▪ a process of teaching, training and learning, especially in schools or colleges, to improve knowledge and develop skills;
▪ a person in a university  who is in charge  of a department of studies; 
▪ a person who is in charge of a university, college or school in Britain; 
▪ an institution at the highest level of education where you can study for a degree or do research; 
▪ a long shallow boat  with a flat bottom and square ends  which is moved by pushing the end  of a long pole against the bottom of a river; 
▪ a person who has completed their school studies; 

▪ a university or college student  who is studying for their first degree; 
▪ a place where children go to be educated; 
▪ a place  where students  go to study  or to receive  training after  they have left school (in Britain); a university where students can study for a degree after they have left school; 
▪ a second university degree; 
▪ a teacher in a school, especially a private school; 
▪ an official document proving that you have completed a course of study or passed an exam; 
▪ a person who has a first university degree; 
▪ the subjects that are included in a course of study or taught in a school, college, etc.; 
▪ a school where children can live during the term; 
(education, school, university, curriculum, schoolmaster, rector, dean, boarding school, exam, Certificate of Education, degree, undergraduate, graduate, Bachelor, Master, punt, college)

II. Suggest English equivalents for the Russian parts. Read the whole sentence and translate it into Russian.
1. (Директора и директрисы) of the Grammar Schools wear (университетские мантии) and (головные уборы с квадратным верхом).
2. There are over 1200 special schools in England for children who (умственно отсталые или имеющие проблемы психического характера).
3. Independent schools in Britain are completely independent of local authorities. They receive a (дотацию) from the (Министерство Образования).

4. At that time Oxford was a (богатый город), but by the middle of the 14th century it was (беднее), because of a (спад в торговле) and because of the terrible (чума), which killed many people in England
5. Many public schools are (пансионы) where students live during (семестр).

6. By the middle of the 17th century there were a number of (благотворительные школы) around the country, paid for by (комитет) of rich (жертвователей).
III. Complete the following sentences.
               1. …………were centres of education, and ………… and ………… were most educated people.
1. A university had four faculties: …………, ……………, ............ and ………… .
2. In the middle of the 12th century a group of professors from ………… came to Britain and founded schools in the town of ………… in 1168.

     4. …………is for children aged 7 to 11. Such  schools carry out a policy of streaming: A – for the cleverest, B – for the next in ability, and C- satisfactory.
     5.  …………consist of the infant schools and the junior schools.
               6. ………… concentrate on practical work.
               7. Breaking down the artificial barriers between…………and ………… is an important aim of the British Government.
               8. Sport is an important part of the curriculum and schools compete against each other in……, ……, ……, ……, …… . 
               9. Many of Britain’s 200 public schools are very old and famous. They include ……, ……, ……, ……, …… . 
               10. At university students work towards ……, and most courses end in a series of exams called …… . 
               11. ……is the first degree that you get when you study at a university.

               12. ……is a higher degree in British universities, usually requiring one year of study.

               13. By 1660 Scotland boasted four universities. They were ……, ……, ……, …… .  
                14. …… allows people who don’t have the opportunity to be ordinary ‘students’ to study for a degree. Its courses are taught through……, ……, …… . 
IV. Test-translation. Express the following in English
1. Оксфорд состоит из 40 автономных колледжей, каждый из которых – это отдельный институт с библиотекой, учебными и жилыми помещениями для студентов и преподавателей.
2. Частные школы очень дорогие, будь они дневные или школы-интернаты, поэтому ученики в них – это дети привилегированной элиты общества.
3. Некоторые девочки из аристократических семей были хорошо образованы: говорили на французском, латинском, сочиняли музыку. Но их обучали частные преподаватели на дому.
4. В 1476, когда Кэкстон вернулся в Англию, он организовал первые английские типографии в Лондоне.
5. Хотя большая часть английских королей училась в Кембридже и только двое – в Оксфорде.
6. Споры по поводу того, что нужно изучать в школах, тесно связаны со структурой самих школ, а также связью между государственными и частными школами.
7. Влияние «публичных школ» Британии не только на систему образования, но и на общественно-политическую жизнь страны и даже на национальный характер чрезвычайно велико.

8. Общеобразовательная школа в Британии получает наименее одарённых детей, которые просто остаются там до 16-летнего возраста, после чего идут на производство.

9. Технические школы выпускают больше квалифицированных механиков, чем оксфордских профессоров.

10. Что касается классического образования в Великобритании, то публичные школы и грамматические школы делят между собой лучших учеников, лучших преподавателей и выращивают поколение для высших постов в стране. Таким образом, в Англии никогда не случается, чтобы маршал авиации был выпускником технического училища; или чтобы управляющий Английским банком заканчивал общеобразовательную школу.

11.  Ученики публичных школ растут убеждёнными, что всё лучшее в мире является британским: суда и сукна, секретные службы и зоопарки, дворецкие и самолёты.

12. Оторванный от семьи в раннем детстве, английский ребёнок попадает в публичную школу, где его вскармливают многовековыми традициями. Привыкнув в течение семи лет  жить с восемьюстами подростками, делать те же жесты, совершать те же ритуалы, носить ту же одежду, подчиняться тем же правилам, увлекаться тем же спортом  - англичанин всю жизнь несёт клеймо своей школы, какую бы карьеру он потом ни избрал.

13. Влияние Оксфорда и Кембриджа направлено на то, чтобы сделать  большинство студентов консервативными. Эти университеты видят свою роль в том, чтобы формировать тип человека, предназначенного управлять страной.

14. Выпускник публичной школы – это обычно энтузиаст спорта, человек весьма безразличный, а порой поразительно неосведомлённый во всём, что лежит за пределами Британии. Он обладает хорошими манерами, прямодушен и дисциплинирован. В толпе прежде всего ищет «собратьев по галстуку». Он готов служить государству, идеализирует его, считает, что нужно ходить в церковь, хотя не обязательно делает это сам. Он верит в газету ‘Times’ и в монархию.

15. Именно через старшеклассников публичная школа преподаёт новичку самый первый и самый суровый урок: необходимость беспрекословно подчиняться всякому, кто в школе стоит хотя бы на ступеньку выше. Новичков воспитывают не нравоучениями, а унизительными обычаями, наряду с которыми существует вполне официальная система телесных наказаний.

16. Считается, что спартанские условия жизни, в частности холод и голод, воспитывают твёрдость духа, выносливость, самообладание и другие ценные черты характера. Чем респектабельнее и дороже школа, тем более суровые условия существуют там для воспитанников.

17. Спальни в публичных школах, размещающихся обычно в старинных зданиях, построенных в стиле готики, никогда не отапливаются, как и раздевалки при спортивных залах. 

18. В публичной школе Гордон-стаун на севере Шотландии, где учились муж королевы и старший сын принц Уэльский, воспитанники ходят в шортах и принимают холодный душ даже зимой. Окна в спальнях держат круглый год открытыми, и никому не разрешается накрываться больше, чем двумя тонкими одеялами.

19. У англичан есть выражение «старый школьный галстук». Существуют галстуки научных обществ, спортивных клубов, гвардейских полков. Но наиболее престижным считается галстук публичной школы. По лондонским понятиям, он позволяет судить не только об образованности человека, но и о достоинствах его характера, о круге его знакомств – словом, служит свидетельством принадлежности к избранной касте.

20. Основанный в 1441 году, Итон всегда был ближе  к королевскому двору, чем другие публичные школы. Лично монарх назначает туда главу совета попечителей, а формированием совета занимается Академия наук. Пост директора Итона принято считать вершиной учительской карьеры.

21. Будущим джентльменам, школьникам Итона, положено являться на занятия в наряде, который в наш век носят лишь дирижёры  и метрдотели: фрак и белый галстук бабочкой.

22. Из стен Итона вышло 18 премьер-министров. Эта школа напоминает наследственный клуб для политических деятелей. В её традициях развивать у воспитанников профессиональный интерес к политике.

23. Если Итон – самое династическое из частных учебных заведений, то Винчестеру свойственно уделять большее внимание отбору по способностям. Там строже и сложнее вступительные экзамены. Винчестер даёт более основательную подготовку для университета, а также славится воспитанием таких качеств джентльмена, как самообладание и невозмутимость (англичане называют это «жёсткой верхней губой»).

24. Мечтая о таких публичных школах, как Итон, Винчестер, Харроу или Регби, английские родители думают не о том, чему их сын выучится на уроках, они думают о воздействии, какое окажет публичная школа на характер их сына, о манере поведения, что останется с ним до конца дней, о друзьях, которых обретёт их сын, и о том, как «старый школьный галстук» помогут ему в последующей жизни.
ORAL LANGUAGE PRACTICE
I. Correct the wrong statements. Begin with:

It’s not true to fact. It’s wrong. It’s false. It’s not so. It’s true.
1. With the development of such sciences as medicine and law, organizations of general study called universities appeared in Britain and Germany. 
2. Printing was invented in the middle of the 15th century in Germany. To England it was brought by Johann Gutenberg.
3. Under the Education Reform Act of 1988 England and Scotland began phasing in of a Compulsory National Curriculum.
4. The City Technology College concentrates on teaching foreign languages and math.
5. Secondary Modern Schools had been used in the 19th century to educate the sons of the upper and upper-middle classes.
6. Many schools have a chapel where pupils attend Catholic services. 
7. The University of Cambridge was established in the mid 12th century, in 1214. By 1300 there were already 1 500 students.
8. Newton, Byron, Darwin, Rutherford and many other scientists and writers were educated at Oxford. 
9. Every college is governed by a rector. Discipline is looked after by a dean. 
10. Every year, in summer, thousands fans arrive in Cambridge for punting.
II. Have a talk based on the texts. Make use of the following questions.
               1. What was Britain before the 12th century like? Was it literate or illiterate?

     2. How was British people’s intellectual life begun?

     3. How did the first universities appear? Why?

     4. Who was William Caxton? How was the educational system improving in Britain from the 15th century to the 19th century?

5. What are the basic features of the British educational system today?

6. Is education compulsory in Britain nowadays? Is a choice of schools wide in Britain?

7. What is the main aim of the British Government? How do they try to improve their educational system?

8. What does private education give? What is the difference between Public schools and State Secondary Schools?

9. What famous public schools in Britain do you know?

10. Do examination results important in Britain? Why?

11. Are British universities open to everyone? What is the negative side of Higher education in Britain?

12. What is the history of Oxford University? What did you know about academic life in Oxford?

13. What is the history of Cambridge University? What did you know about academic life in Cambridge?

14. What other types of universities are in Britain?

15. What does Further Education mean? What does it offer?

III. Watch the films “Education”, “Public schools”, “Oxford”. Translate the suggested video-information from English into Russian. 
ADDITIONAL WORK
I. Text for discussion

Read and translate the text. Give your impressions.
Chiswick Community School


Chiswick School is a large secondary school in West London. It is co-educational (not single-sex) and has about 1 240 pupils between the ages of 11 and 19. In most ways it is a typical English school. It has a good reputation and is very popular with local people.


In the first three years (Years 7 to 9), all pupils study the same subjects, following the National Curriculum:

 - English

 - Maths

 - Science

 - Religious Studies including Christianity and other religions

 - Geography

 - History

 - Technology

 - Art

 - Music

 - Drama

 - Physical Education

 - Personal and Social Education including Sex Education

 - Information Technology

 - Two from: French, German or Latin


Then in Years 10 - 11 pupils work for their GCSE exams – usually taking about nine subjects. Everyone takes English, Maths and Science, but there is quite a wide choice of other subjects. But there is also coursework in which pupils get marks for pieces of work throughout the two years. Because of coursework, the result doesn’t depend entirely on the exam.


After the GCSE exams, some pupils leave and get jobs; others go on to do their A-levels at other schools or further education colleges.


Most pupils take three or four A-levels. Typical combinations would be Maths, Physics and Chemistry, or English, French and History. But the school also offers a range of extra subjects which pupils can start in the sixth form: Economics, Food Technology, Government and Politics, Photography, Psychology and Theatre Studies.


The school has very good sports facilities: six tennis courts, a gym, two squash courts and a large games field, where boys and girls play football and hockey. Pupils can also row on the nearby River Thames.


There are three main computer centres, and most subjects (such as Chemistry or Languages) have their own computers. All pupils study Information Technology.


There is a large library run by a professional librarian, and a Learning Resources Centre with photocopying facilities, computer scanners and printers.

Extracurricular activities


Extracurricular means outside the normal curriculum. Chiswick School provides lots of activities at lunch time and after school. There is judo, dance, cooking and chess. There are music and photography clubs. There is a theatre group which puts on a play at the end of each year.


The school organizes foreign exchanges, in which French or German schoolchildren come to stay with Chiswick pupils, and vice versa.


In the holidays, the school organizes trips such as camping in Wales or skiing in Switzerland.

Discipline


There is one basic rule in the school: to respect others and their property and behave in a normal, sensible way, with due consideration for the health and safety of all. If, as a pupil, you misbehave there is a system known as WRO – Warning, Report, Out. First you get a warning from your teacher. Then you are put on report; you have to carry a form around with you and the teacher signs it after each lesson – to show that you were present  and behaved well. If you do anything wrong at this stage, you are out; you have to go to the hall to join any other pupils in trouble. In the hall, you all work in silence under the supervision of a teacher.


For persistent offenders, there is a system of detentions, when pupils are kept in for an hour after school. In really serious cases, it is possible to exclude pupils for a period of time from the school, or to expel them permanently.


As in most schools in Britain, pupils have to wear a uniform. There is some resistance to this rule, but generally teachers  and parents agree that the uniform is good for discipline, gives the school an identity and avoids the problem of competition among the pupils to be fashionable. 
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II. Text for translation
Read and translate the texts.

Короли и книги
. . . Однако довольно о больших городах и промышленности – этого добра в любой европейской стране много. Но вы не будете иметь права говорить, что видели Англию, усли не побываете в одном маленьком городке,  которым гордится каждый англичанин. Я имею в виду Оксфорд. Дорога туда займет всего час-два . . .

Гиды любят рассказывать анекдот: приехал американец в Оксфорд и спрашивает: «А где здесь университет?» Юмор доходит не до каждого. Дело в том, что университет – это и есть весь город. Оксфорд состоит из 40 автономных колледжей, каждый из которых – это отдельный институт с библиотекой, учебными и жилыми помещениями для студентов и преподавателей. Когда-то здесь был монастырь, а английские студенты учились во Франции. Но и XII веке Генрих II повздорил с Францией, приказал студентам вернуться на родину и основал на месте монастыря Оксфордский университет. Кембридж появился лишь сто лет спустя. Горожане крупно поссорились со студентами, и в кровавых междоусобных битвах погибло 68 студентов. После этого некоторая часть преподавателей вместе со студентами ушли и основали в соседнем графстве Кембриджшир свой университет. Горожане потом покаялись и веками платили университету дань за невинно убиенных. А Кембридж, принявший «дезертиров», оксфордцы до сих пор зовут «тот, другой университет». Хотя большая часть английских королей училась в Кембридже и только двое – в Оксфорде.

Но тем и прекрасен Оксфорд, что к королям здесь относятся хотя и с почтением, но без сантиментов. Сын Генриха VIII – Эдуард VI – прожил всего 16 лет, но успел заказать из оксфордской библиотеки четыре книги. Но сдать не смог – умер. Претензий университет предъявлять не стал, но впредь ни одному из английских королей книг на руки не давал. Карл I, когда был в Оксфорде, просил выдать ему несколько книг, но получил отказ. Пришлось ему, как простому студенту, идти в читальный зал. Потом, когда после казни Карла в Англии была провозглашена республика, Оливер Кромвель, новый правитель страны, посетил Оксфорд и тоже попросил что-нибудь почитать. Представьте себе, даже могущественного диктатора загнали в читалку! Во всех этих историях меня особенно трогает этот интерес английских правителей к чтению. Кстати, Генрих VII, когда он разгонял католические монастыри и конфисковывал их земли, оставил Оксфорд университету со словами: «Ни одни земли Англии не принесут столько дохода стране, как эти». Поистине королевская мудрость!

Из газеты «Московский комсомолец»


«Фабрики джентльменов»
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        …Как и Оксфорд, Кембридж относится к числу многих сохранившихся в Европе университетских городов. Оба они уже 7 веков бесспорно доминируют в Британском образовании. И хотя всё время между ними не утихает острое соперничество, провести грань между  Оксфордом и Кембриджем отнюдь не легко.

           Кое в чём эти университетские центры воплотили в себе различия районов, где они расположены. Кембридж – ворота Восточной Англии, края, во многом своеобразного не только равнинным рельефом. Ещё в 14 веке порты Восточной Англии вели бойкую торговлю шерстью, а нарождавшийся купеческий класс всё чаще спорил за власть с местными баронами. Потом здесь поселились голландские и фламандские беженцы от испанской тирании. Их появление ещё больше укрепило вольнолюбивые традиции этого края.

           В 17 веке, когда в Англии была свергнута, а затем снова восстановлена монархия, Оксфорд оставался городом роялистов (сторонников короля), тогда как Кембридж был оплотом «круглоголовых» (последователей Кромвеля, выходцев из купеческо-мещанской Восточной Англии). Будучи ближе к столице в прямом и в переносном смысле слова, Оксфорд слыл более консервативным, чем более изолированный, независимый и радикальный Кембридж.

            Оксфорд уделяет сравнительно больше внимания гуманитарным наукам, особенно философии и литературе. В Кембридже наряду с классическими дисциплинами несколько шире поставлено преподавание точных и естественных наук.
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           Однако сами соперники считают подобные противопоставления условными и утверждают, будто Оксфорд и Кембридж имеют лишь два бесспорных различия: первый построен из серебристо-серого, второй – из розовато-бурого камня; в первом красива главная улица, второй славится фасадами колледжей, обращёнными к реке.

           И Оксфордский университет, и Кембриджский – это прежде всего 23 автономных колледжа, которые играют большую роль, чем деление на факультеты. Именно колледжи служат центрами всех форм корпоративной жизни, т.е. воспитательного воздействия на студентов. Таким образом, студент ходит слушать лекции на факультет, а отрабатывает каждую тему на индивидуальных занятиях в колледже. Словом, факультеты занимаются деятельностью преподавателей, в то время как заботу колледжей  составляют и воспитание, и успеваемость студентов. 

           И Оксфорд, и Кембридж имеют систему личных наставников, своего рода научных руководителей, персонально прикреплённых к каждому студенту. Эта дорогостоящая система осуществляется не факультетами, а колледжами.

           Формируя характер и мировоззрение  будущих правителей страны, «фабрики джентльменов» используют те же методы, что и публичные школы. Но Оксфорд и Кембридж имеют одну своеобразную особенность. Речь идёт о дискуссионных клубах, (студенческих союзах) специально предназначенных для того, чтобы со студенческой скамьи прививать студентам навыки профессиональных политических деятелей. Во всей своей деятельности – от выборов руководящих органов до процедуры дебатов и голосования – студенческие союзы полностью имитируют Палату Общин британского парламента.

           Как использовать соперничество колледжей, чтобы устранить личных соперников, как блокироваться со слабым против сильного, как идти на открытые компромиссы и закулисные сделки – все эти приёмы и методы предвыборной борьбы на полном серьёзе постигаются здесь на практике.

        …Если за срок своих полномочий президент студенческого союза сумеет выиграть большинство организованных им дебатов, это считается куда более важным залогом успеха его будущей политической карьеры, чем диплом с отличием.

           Диплом Оксфорда или Кембриджа – это не столько свидетельство определённых знаний, сколько клеймо «фабрики джентльменов».

        …Однажды в одном из лондонских клубов встретились собеседники со «старыми школьными галстуками». Речь шла об элитарности традиционного английского образования. Утопая в глубоких кожаных креслах и окутывая себя облаками сигарного дыма, с соответствующим выговором они развили свою теорию.

           Да, признавали они, Оксфорд и Кембридж всё чаще критикуют за то, что эти университеты не уделяют должного внимания естественным наукам; что они копаются в мёртвом прошлом вместо того, чтобы заниматься живым настоящим; что они мало готовят человека к практической работе по конкретной специальности; что они переоценивают значение спорта; что, наконец, они недемократичны.

           Но можно ли винить скаковую лошадь за то, что она отличается от ломовой? Она просто принадлежит к другой породе…Англичане, продолжали они, по природе своей селекционеры. Во всём – будь то розы, гончие или скакуны – они прежде всего ценят породу, сорт, стремятся к выведению призовых образцов. …Публичные школы и старые университеты заняты выведением особой человеческой породы – людей,  способных управлять страной…

В.Овчинников. Корни дуба. 1987

Lesson 8
                                                HEALTH
The National Health Service
The National Health Service (NHS) is a very emotive subject for the British. It looks after them “from the cradle to the grave”.  The NHS is generally regarded as the jewel in the crown of the welfare state. British people have strong feelings about its importance, and it is always one of the top political issues in Britain.
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The origins of the present NHS system can be traced back to the beginning of the 20th century. The national health insurance, which was introduced in 1911, gave benefits to 16 million workers. The founding father of the NHS was Aneurin Bevan – a British Labour politician, born in Wales. As minister of health (1945-1951) he was responsible for introducing the National Health Service.  At first it provided free medical, dental and hospital services for everyone, but in 1960s charges for medicines and dental services were introduced. Since then the cost of the NHS has continued to rise and governments have been forced to find new ways of paying for it. 

It was assumed in the early days that the system would be expensive at first, and then become cheaper as the whole population became healthier and used the system less. As it turned out, this optimism was unrealistic. In fact, expectations increased, creating massive new demand. So vaccination brought about a reduction in measles, tuberculosis and rubella. But people began to expect to have their failing sight improved by eye operations, and their damaged hips replaced with metal implants.

As an alternative to the NHS you can use the private healthcare system. Many people now take out private health insurance, or receive health insurance as a benefit of their employment. If you use private healthcare, you will probably be able to get an appointment to see a specialist much more quickly than with the NHS.

The NHS is very typically British. This is in its avoidance of bureaucracy. The system, from the public’s point of view, is beautifully simple. The British system is special in a number of ways. Its most distinctive feature is that it is universal, and free at the point of use: everybody can use it, and they do not have to pay when they use it. Unlike most systems in other countries, it is funded from general taxation, rather than being an insurance scheme. 
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The NHS provides a full range of medical services which are available to all residents, regardless of their income. Local authority personal social services and voluntary organizations provide help and advice to the most vulnerable members of the community. These include elderly, physically disabled and mentally ill people, and children in need of care.

Spending on the health service has increased and is planned to grow further over the next years. More patients are being treated than ever before.

The medical profession

          Doctors generally have the same very high status in Britain that they have throughout the world.  Most doctors in the country are General Practitioners (GPs) and they are in the heart of the system. When you are ill in Britain, you normally go to your GP in a small surgery near your home. A visit to the GP is the first step towards getting any kind of treatment. You are registered with that practice, or team of doctors, and they keep your medical records. Each GP has about 2,000 people on the books. If you suffer from a lot of illness (or are a hypochondriac) your own doctor will know you personally. If you need specialist care from, for example, a dermatologist, an ophthalmologist or an obstetrician, the GP will refer you to a hospital. All specialists work in hospitals, and you cannot see them without a letter from your GP.
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The advantage of this arrangement is that the specialist’s time is not wasted by inappropriate inquiries, as the GP acts as a sort of gate keeper. Also the patient does not have to make difficult decisions about which specialist to go to. GPs are able to deal with the great majority of problems themselves; if you have a cold, you do not need an ear-nose-and-throat specialist to tell you to go home and keep warm. And GPs are more likely to take a holistic approach, having knowledge of the patient’s character and lifestyle.

In fact, though, Britain’s health system can already claim cost-efficiency. The country spends less money per person on health care than any other country in the western world. One possible reason for this is the way that GPs are paid. The money which they get from the government doesn’t depend on the number of consultations they perform. Instead, it depends on the number of registered patients they have. Therefore, they have no incentive to arrange more consultations than are necessary.
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Specialist doctors have greater prestige than ordinary GPs. These specialists are allowed to work part-time for the NHS and spend the rest of their time earning big fees from private patients. Some have a surgery in Harley Street in London, the sign that a doctor is one of the best. However, the difference in status between specialists and ordinary GPs is not as marked as it is in most other countries. At medical school, it is not automatically assumed that a brilliant student will become a specialist. GPs are not in any way regarded as a second- class. The idea of the family doctor with personal knowledge of the circumstances of his or her patients was established in the days when only rich people could afford to pay for the services of a doctor.

The status of nurses in Britain may be traced to their origins in the 19th century when nurses became national heroines during the Crimean War in the 1850s.  Nurses have an almost saintly image in the minds of the British public. But the nursing profession has always been rather badly paid and there is a very high turnover of nursing staff. Most nurses, the vast majority of whom are still women, give up their jobs after only a few years. 

Health problems

Two statistics stand out in comparisons between Britain and other European countries. Heart disease and cancers, in particular breast cancer, seem to be bigger killers here than elsewhere. What could be the reasons? In the case of breast cancer there is one clear factor – there is less screening and fewer regular checks. Heart problems are made worse by various aspects of lifestyle: diet, lack of exercise, stress, smoking and drinking. Of course, the British are famous for getting drunk, especially on holiday or after football matches, but the statistics do not support this negative image, and in reality, the British drink less alcohol per person than in any European country except Sweden and Finland.
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About 28 per cent of the adult population smokes and that is very close to the European average. So perhaps diet is the key: it is often said that the British eat too much unhealthy food like sugar and animal fat, especially compared to the healthy Mediterranean diet. This argument is supported by comparative statistics within the UK, which show more heart disease in the north of England and in Scotland than in the south-east: Northerners and Scots eat more sausages, chips and chocolate.

Another remarkable fact emerges from the statistics: in spite of more than half a century of socialist-style medicine, health differences between the social classes are as great as ever. Almost every health indicator tells the same story – you are much more likely to die early from disease if you are working class. A poor unemployed woman is a staggering seven times more likely to die of cervical cancer than a well-paid professional woman.

One common measure of public health is the infant mortality rate; that is, how many babies die within their first year. Amazingly, this rate still shows huge differences between the social classes in Britain.

There are all sorts of explanations for these class-based differences. Again, one obvious factor is lifestyle: working-class people smoke much more, and their diet is unhealthier. It also seems that doctors pay more attention to richer people, and take their illnesses more seriously. But there are real problems in interpreting the statistics; for example, if your health is bad, you are more likely to become unemployed, and so you will go down the class ladder. In this case, class status is the result of illness, not one of its causes.

Social protection

What happens when people lose their jobs, or retire, or do not make enough money to support themselves and their families? There are welfare benefits. It is simple to administer, and it gives people peace of mind – they do not have to worry about money when they are sick. Any adult who cannot find paid work, or any family whose total income is not enough for its basic needs, is entitled to financial help. This help comes in various ways and is usually paid by the Department of Social Security.
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Anyone below the retirement age of sixty-five who has previously worked for a certain minimum period of time can receive unemployment benefit. This is organized by the Department of Employment.

All retired people are entitled to the standard old-age pension, provided that they have paid their national insurance contributions for most of their working lives. After a certain age, even people who are still earning can receive their pension (though at a slightly reduced rate). 

The government pension, however, is not very high (at around £100 per week). Many people therefore make arrangements during their working lives to have some additional form of income after they retire.  

Some people are entitled to neither pension nor unemployment benefit because they have not previously worked for long enough or because they have been unemployed for a long time. These people can apply for income support. If they have no significant savings, they will receive it.  

A wide range of other benefits exist. For example, child benefit is a small weekly payment for each child, usually paid direct to mothers. Other examples are housing benefit (to help with rent payments), sickness benefit, maternity benefit and death grants (to cover funeral expenses).

Homelessness has increased dramatically in recent years. A visitor to London today cannot help seeing people lying in the street in sleeping bags or wrapped in newspapers. It is estimated that there are more than 100,000 homeless people in the capital city, and of course many more across Britain. ‘The Big Issue’ is a magazine sold only by the homeless, who keep the profits. It has been a great success in practical terms and in giving homeless people a sense of identity and dignity.

Charities
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A striking feature of life in Britain is the amount of fund-raising for charities which is undertaken. These are voluntary non-government organizations which help people in need, and so replace or supplement the official welfare system. There is ‘Help the Aged’, ‘Save the Children’, ‘Imperial Cancer Research’, ‘the Terence Higgins Trust’ (for people with AIDS), ‘the British Heart Foundation’, ‘the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association’ and hundreds more.

The biggest organization is ‘Oxfam’, founded in Oxford in 1942 to feed the hungry children of Greece during the war. Today, it collects about £120 million per year to spend on famine relief around the world. These charities collect money through high street second-hand shops, through adverts, sales of Christmas cards and through volunteers who rattle collecting boxes in the street. 

‘The Samaritans’ organization offers free counseling by phone, with anonymity guaranteed, to anybody who is in despair and thinking of committing suicide.

‘The Salvation Army’ is organized on military lines and grew out of Christian missionary work in the slums of London in the 19th century. It offers help to the most desperate and needy, for example, overnight accommodation in hostels for the homeless.

‘Barnado’s’ also founded in the 19th century, used to provide homes for orphaned children and still helps children in needs.  
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Film stars, pop musicians and the royal family - all identify themselves with particular charities. Princess Diana regarded charity fund-raising as her full-time job – she was specially associated with AIDS charities, the homeless and victims of land-mines.

This all seems very positive, but some people question the role of charities. For example, ‘Help the Aged’ collects about £65 million per year to help old people in need. But that raises the question, why doesn’t the state look after old people adequately? Wouldn’t it be better to improve the system than to supplement it with all this voluntary work? Perhaps giving to charity just makes people feel better, but has little overall effect.

GLOSSARY

Read the following words and word combinations according to the reading rules:

-cradle – колыбель
-grave – могила
-welfare – благосостояние
-Welfare State – Государственное всеобщее благосостояние

-issue – предмет спора, проблема

-benefit – пособие

-charge – цена, налог

-to assume – предполагать

-reduction – снижение

-measles – корь

-tuberculosis – туберкулёз

-rubella – краснуха

-hip – бедро

-bureaucracy – бюрократия

-income – доход; заработок

-vulnerable – уязвимый
-General Practitioner – врач общей практики
-surgery – приёмная врача
-hypochondriac – ипохондрик
-dermatologist – дерматолог
-ophthalmologist – офтальмолог
-obstetrician – акушер
-holistic approach – целостный подход
-incentive – стимул, побуждение
-heart disease – сердечное заболевание

-cancer – рак (онкологическое заболевание)

-breast – грудная клетка

-screening – проверка; диагностирование

-staggering – шатание; колебание

-infant mortality – детская смертность
-Department of Social Security – Министерство Соц. Безопасности
-to be entitled to smth. – иметь право на что-либо

-maternity – материнство

-to estimate – подсчитать приблизительно, прикинуть

-famine relief – помощь голодающим

-to rattle – трещать, грохотать, барабанить

-in despair – в безвыходном положении

-to commit suicide – покончить жизнь самоубийством

-desperate – доведённый до отчаяния, безнадёжный

-orphan – сирота
-to supplement - пополнять     

 Practice the following for pronunciation
Proper names: Aneurin Bevan, General Practitioners, the Crimean War, European, Sweden, Finland, Mediterranean, Department of Social Security. Department of Employment, the Big Issue, Imperial Cancer Research’, ‘the Terence Higgins Trust’, ‘the Samaritans’.
VOCABULARY EXERCISES
I. Choose the word corresponding to the definition from those listed below:
▪ a person who has been trained in medical science, whose job is to treat people who are ill or injured; 
▪ a person who is receiving medical treatment, especially in a hospital; 
▪ the condition of a person’s body or mind; 
▪ a doctor who studies and treats skin diseases; 
▪ money provided by the government to people who need financial help because they are unemployed; 
▪ a sudden serious medical condition in which the heart stops working normally, sometimes causing death; 
▪ a serious disease in which growths of cells form in the body and kill normal body cells; 
▪ a person whose job is to take care of sick or injured people, usually in a hospital; 
▪ an amount of money paid regularly by a government or company to somebody who is considered to be too old or too ill to work; 
▪ the branch of medicine concerned with the birth of children; 
▪ a doctor who is trained to perform medical operations in a hospital; 
▪ an organization for helping people in need; 
▪ an infectious disease, especially of children, that causes fever and small red spots that cover the whole body; 
▪ a doctor who studies and treats the diseases of the eye; 
▪ a serious infectious disease in which swellings appear on the lungs and other parts of the body; 
(health, benefit, measles, heart attack, tuberculosis, doctor, nurse, surgeon, dermatologist, ophthalmologist, obstetrics, cancer, charity, pension, patient)
II. Suggest English equivalents for the Russian parts. Read the whole sentence and translate it into Russian.
1. The NHS looks after the British (с рождения до смерти). 
2. So (вакцинация) brought about (снижение заболеваний корью), (туберкулёзом), and (краснухой). 
3. Local authority personal social services and (организации добровольцев) provide help and advice to the most (уязвимым членам) of the community: (пожилым, физически непригодным, с умственными отклонениями и детям, нуждающимся в уходе.)
4. ‘The Samaritans’ organization offers free counseling by phone, (с гарантией анонимности), to anybody who is (в отчаянном состоянии) and thinking of (суицид).
III. Complete the following sentences.

1. The founding father of the NHS was………………………………. .
2. As an alternative to the NHS you can use………………………… .
3. A visit to…………..is the first step towards getting any kind of treatment.
4. The status of…………in Britain may be traced to their origins in the 19th century when they became national heroes.
5.………… has increased dramatically in Britain in recent years.
6.……, ……, …… - all identify themselves with particular charities.
IV. Test-translation. Express the following in English
1. Злоупотребление наркотиками, употребление их ради удовольствия – всеобшая проблема как в Британии, так и в Америке, особенно среди молодых людей. Хотя употребление наркотиков в обеих странах незаконно.  
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2. Основная проблема заключается в том, что употребление наркотиков часто приводит к пагубной привычке, слабому здоровью и даже к смерти.
3. Джон Браун – шотландский врач, автор широко распространённой в конце 18 века медицинской системы под именем «Браунизм».
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4. В Древнем Вавилоне бог врачей имел своей эмблемой двух змей, обвившихся вокруг посоха. Со змеёй вавилоняне связывали омоложение, выздоровление, здоровье, продолжительность жизни, мудрость.

5. В восемнадцатилетнем возрасте Ибн Сина (Авиценна) уже пользовался славой хорошего врача, которого часто звали к одру больных правителей  и различных  государственных мужей.
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6. Созданный Ибн Синой «Канон врачебной науки» (Canon Medicinia), получивший широкую известность в Европе, долгое время оставался основным источником медицинских знаний.
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7. В своём знаменитом сочинении Ибн Сина представил многие болезни, как внутренние, так и кожные, глазные и детские заболевания; подробно описал их симптомы и способы лечения; даже привёл косметические советы.

8. Гиппократ – один из основоположников научного подхода  к болезням человека и их лечению.

9. Зигмунд Фрейд, основатель психоанализа, оставил неизгладимый отпечаток на лице западного мира. Он изменил представление человека о самом себе.

10. Велика заслуга Н. Пирогова в разработке вопросов обезболивания. В 1847 году, через год после открытия эфирного наркоза американским врачом У. Мортоном, он опубликовал очень важное экспериментальное исследование, посвящённое изучению влияния эфира на организм.
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11. Чезаре Ломброзо, итальянский врач-психиатр и антрополог, разработал учение о прирождённом преступнике. Он выдвинул концепцию, что существуют люди с врождёнными качествами к совершению преступлений.

12. В поисках общего у помешанных и гениальных Ломброзо пытался доказать, что безумство порой приводит к гениальным творениям. Он писал: «Между помешанным во время припадка и гениальным человеком, обдумывающим и создающим своё произведение, существует полнейшее сходство».
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13. Н. Склифосовский  родился в 1836 г. На хуторе близ города Дубоссары, Тираспольского уезда. Ему было сорок, а его имя ставили рядом с именем Н. Пирогова. Н. Склифосовский разработал многие вопросы  хирургического лечения различных заболеваний: рака языка и челюстей, желудка, желчного пузыря и т.д.
14. Британская королева может похвастать отменным здоровьем: за всю долгую жизнь её донимал лишь синусит, который она лечила с помощью гомеопатии. В последние годы стала прибегать к помощи змеиного яда, чтобы избежать варикозного расширения вен. А для профилактики артрита Елизавета регулярно делает массаж кистей рук с мазью на основе плюща. 
ORAL LANGUAGE PRACTICE
I. Correct the wrong statements. Begin with:

It’s not true to fact. It’s wrong. It’s false. It’s not so. It’s true.
1. The country spends much money per person on health care than any other country in the western world. 

2. The GPs are allowed to work part-time for the NHS and spend the rest of their time earning big fees from private patients. 
3. Tuberculosis  and cancers, seem to be bigger killers in Britain than elsewhere. 
4. Department of Social Security collects money through high street second-hand shops, through adverts, sales of Christmas cards etc. 
II. Have a talk based on the texts. Make use of the following questions:
1. Why is the National Health Service important for British people? Why is it always one of the top political issues in Britain?

2. Do British people have an alternative to the NHS?

3. Why is the  NHS is very typically British?

4. What is the status of British doctors?

5. What is the difference between GPs and specialist doctors? What are the main problems?

6. What is the status of nurses in Britain?

7. What are the main health problems in Britain?

8. How does the system of welfare benefits work in Britain? Who is responsible for social protection?

9. What is a striking feature of life in Britain? What are the biggest charity organizations?
III. Watch the film “Health”. Translate the suggested video-information from English into Russian.
ADDITIONAL WORK
Text for discussion

I. Read and translate the text. Give your impressions.

Drugs
The problem of drug abuse, the use of drugs for pleasure, is common in Britain and the US, especially among young people, but using drugs is illegal in both countries. Most teenagers try drugs before they leave school, and many of them use drugs regularly. There is also concern that younger children are being offered drugs. Drugs are much more widely available today than they were 20 years ago and can be easily obtained from pushers on the streets, in schools, at nightclubs and elsewhere.
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Many different drugs are available, each knows by a variety of slang names. They include amphetamines (uppers or speed), barbiturates (barbs or downers), cannabis (marijuana, dope, grass, pot or weed), cocaine (coke, crack, ice or snow), heroin (junk or smack), LSD (acid), and also benzodiazepines which are sometimes prescribed by doctors as tranquillizers. Other drugs include mescaline, methadone, morphine, nitrates (poppers) and phencyclidine (angel dust or PGP). Some children experiment with glue-sniffing (= breathing in the gas given off by strong glue). One of the most fashionable drugs of the 1990s was MDMA, better known as Ecstasy or E. Using Ecstasy has led to several highly publicized accidental deaths.

Many people are concerned about the problems associated with drug-taking. The main worry is that using drugs often leads to addiction, poor health, and even death. Reflecting public concern, the courts have taken a tough attitude towards pushers and drugs, barons, the people who supply drugs to the pushers. Addicts are less severely punished but are encouraged to get medical treatment and attend rehabilitation centres.

Drug-taking is blamed for a lot of crimes, as addicts sometimes steal in order to get money to buy drugs. Also, criminal organizations that sell drugs use violence to prevent others selling them. In the 1980s these problems caused the US government to begin the War on Drugs and it set up the Office of National Drug Control Policy in 1988.

Oxford Guide to British culture. 2005
Text for translation
II. Read and translate the text, write out all medical words and terms.

Браун
(1735-1788)

Джон Браун – шотландский врач, автор широко распространённой в конце 18 века медицинской системы под именем «Браунизм». Система произвела такой ошеломляющий фурор, что его именовали Парацельсом 18 века.

Своей популярностью Браун обязан тому, что он ввёл удобное для практикующих врачей понятие. Он делил все болезни на «стенические» (связанные с повышенной возбудимостью человека) и «астенические» (при пониженной возбудимости), предполагая, что все болезни происходят или от избытка сил и возбудимости или от их недостатка. Соответственно при стении он рекомендовал покой, диету, холодную воду для питья, лёгкие слабительные, кровопускание. При астении – усиленное питание, возбуждающие напитки (вино), мускус, тепло, свет, нашатырный спирт, камфару, эфир, опий – вообще средства подкрепляющие. Такова теория Брауна, должная, по его мнению, сделать медицину точной наукой.

Любопытно, что сам Браун считал себя астеником, поэтому никогда не начинал чтение лекций, не приняв от 40 до 50 капель лауданума в стакане водки. Видимо, Браун был чрезмерно «ослаблен», если повторение приёма этого «лекарства» ставил в зависимость от степени своей «астении». Он говорил, что ему приходится несколько раз в течение лекции подбадривать себя этим напитком.

К астеническим заболеваниям Браун относил ревматизм, пневмонию, корь, насморк, оспу, против которых он советовал слабительные и холод – средства, которые он считал расслабляющими. Однажды, когда его сын заболел оспой, он, не колеблясь, раздел его донага и выставил на холод.

Астенические заболевания наиболее часты, до 75 %. К ним он относил подагру, колики, чуму и т.д. Лечение – мясо, различные острые приправы, алкогольные напитки. Таким образом, Браун – истинный основатель англосаксонской терапии.

Метод Брауна имел огромный успех. «Браунизм» распространился к концу 18 века по всей Европе. Джон Браун отошёл в мир иной 8 сентября 1788 года, наверное, не предполагая, что его представления будут вписаны в Энциклопедию медицины.

М.С. Шойфет. 100 великих врачей. 2004
Lesson 9
SPORT AND COMPETITION
A national passion
Sport probably plays a more important part in people’s lives in Britain than it does in most other countries. The British are great lovers of competitive sports; and when they are neither playing nor watching games they like to talk about them, or when they cannot do that, to think about them. Almost everybody is actively engaged in this or that kind of sports. For a very large number sport is their main form of entertainment. Millions take part in some kind of sport at least once a week. Many millions more are regular spectators and follow one or more sports. There are hours of televised sport each week. Every newspaper devotes several pages entirely to sport.


Modern sport in Britain is very different. “Winning isn’t everything” and “It’s only a game” are still well-known sayings which reflect the amateur approach of the past. But to modern professionals, sport is clearly not just a game. These days, top players  in any sport talk about having a ‘professional attitude’ and doing their ‘job’ well, even if, officially, their sport is still an amateur one.
 Among the most popular sports are football, cricket, boat racing and horseracing. It’s rather extraordinary how many of today’s international games originated in Britain – football, rugby, tennis, boxing, rowing and horse racing among them. Of course, the Romans had boxing matches between gladiators in their circuses, horse racing was popular with the Greeks and Arabs long before the British got hold of the idea: and people have been playing football in one form or another for thousands of years, all over the world. But the contribution of the British was to take these games or sports and formalize them in various ways.

 “Some people think football is a matter of life and death; I can assure them that it’s much more important than that” – Bill Shankly, Liverpool manager.

Cricket
The game particularly associated with England is cricket. Many other games which are English in origin have been adopted with enthusiasm all over the world, but cricket has been seriously and extensively adopted only in the former British Empire. 

Judging by the numbers of people who play it and watch it, cricket is definitely not the national sport of Britain. In Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, interest in it is largely confined to the middle classes. Only in England and a small part of Wales it is played a top level. But even in England the majority of the population don’t understand its rules. More over, it is rare for the English national team to be the best in the world.
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Cricket is much more than just a sport; it symbolizes a way of life – a slow and peaceful rural way of life. Cricket is associated with long sunny summer afternoons, the smell of new-mown grass and the sound of leather (ball) connecting with willow (the wood from which cricket bats are made). Cricket is special because it combines competition with the British dream of rural life. Cricket is what the village green is for! As if to emphasize the rural connection, ‘first class’ cricket teams in England, unlike teams in other sports, don’t bear the names of towns but of counties (Essex and Yorkshire, for example). Cricket is, therefore, the national English game in a symbolic sense.    

Nearly every village, except in the far north, has its cricket club.

You can watch cricket all day on TV. News programmes keep you up-to-date with the score. Men, when they meet, exchange a few words about the state of the game.

One reason that cricket becomes so much a part of life is that the games are so long. The big international games, known as test matches, are up to five days long.

Football
Football is a very popular sport in Britain, played between August and May. In the USA and sometimes in Britain it is called ‘soccer’. This distinguishes it from other kinds such as rugby football, Gaelic football, Australian football etc. Everywhere in the country except south Wales, it is easily the most popular spectator sport, the most played sport in the country’s state schools and one of the most popular participatory sports for adults. Football not cricket can be called the national sport.

 For the greatest mass of the British public the eight months of the football season are more important than the four months of cricket. Professional football is controlled by the Football Association (the FA). A very important competition is the FA Cup. The two teams which are the winners of the FA Cup competition, play in the FA Cup Final at Wembley Stadium in London. This is a very important national sporting event, and it is also watched by millions of people on TV.
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A sort of football was very popular in England in the Middle Ages, especially as a contest between neighbouring villages. But at that time there were very few rules. As it was played in English schools, the game became progressively more standardized and rule-governed, and by the middle of the 19th century it had become very much the game that we know today; the first actual set of rules was written by Cambridge University.

Rugby and Golf
Rugby football (or ‘rugger’) is played with an egg-shaped ball, which may be carried and thrown. Each team has 15 players, who spend a lot of time lying in the mud or on top of each other and become very dirty.
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Golf courses are popular meeting places of the business community; it is, for example, very desirable for bank managers to play golf. There are plenty of tennis clubs, but most towns provide tennis courts in public parks.

Golf was first developed in Scotland in the 15th century but is now played all round the world by both professional and amateur players.

The aim of golf is to hit a small ball from a tee (a flat area of grass) into a hole on a green (a very finely cut area of grass). Most golf courses consist of 18 holes. To make play more difficult they are often hilly and have various natural and man-made hazards such as lakes, bunkers (pits filled with sand), and rough, long grass or trees on either side of the fairway.

Golf began as a sport of the upper classes and in Britain it continues to attract mainly people in business and the professions. The game is quite expensive to play and membership of the most popular golf clubs may cost a lot of money. The most famous British clubs include ‘the Royal and Ancient’ at St Andrews, where the first official rules of golf were agreed in 1754, ‘Muirfield’1 and ‘Wentworth’2.

Notes
1Muirfield – is a gold course on the east coast of Scotland near Edinburgh.
 2Wentworth – is a famous golf course in southern England. A number of important competitions are held there, including the World Match Play Championship, which has taken place  there every year since it began in 1964.
Rowing
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Rowing has a great history in Britain, beginning in some schools and universities. Some regattas on the Thames have been spectacular social events for well over a hundred years, and today’s best rowers have had international successes. The Boat Race is held at the beginning of April between teams of Oxford University and Cambridge University. It is a popular national event and is shown on TV.

The Henley Regatta is a meeting for races between rowing boats at Henley, a town on the Thames. It is an important social event for upper-class and fashionable people.

Animals in sport
Traditionally, the favourite sports of the British upper class are hunting, shooting and fishing. The most widespread form of hunting is foxhunting. This is a popular pastime among some members of the higher social classes and a few people from lower social classes, who often see their participation as a mark of newly won status.

Killing birds with guns is known as ‘shooting’ in Britain. There are more than three times as many licensed guns for this purpose in France as there are in Britain. The birds which people try to shoot (such as grouse) may only be shot during certain specified times of the year. The upper classes often organize ‘shooting parties’ during the ‘season’.

The only kind of hunting which is associated with the working class is hare-coursing, in which greyhound dogs chase hares.
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The one kind of ‘hunting’ which is popular among all social classes is fishing. In fact, this is the most popular participatory sport of all in Britain. Between four and five million people go fishing regularly: from the banks of lakes or rivers or in the sea. Some British lakes and rivers are famous for their trout or salmon, and attract enthusiasm from all over the world. When fishing is done competitively, it is called ‘angling’.

Apart from being hunted, another way in which animals are used in sport is when they race. Horse-racing is a long-established and popular sport in Britain. It became known as ‘the sport of kings’ in the 17th century.   

Following the Norman invasion of 1066 there was little resistance and Britain was comparatively peaceful. As a result people have had the time to develop sports. The Normans sent armies off to fight the Saracens in the Crusades1, who came back with very fast, light Arab horses, quite unlike their own big, heavy animals. From this lucky chance a passion for horse racing developed in England which has survived until this day.

Notes
1the Crusades – is a serious of military expeditions between the 11th and 14th centuries, in which armies from the Christian countries of Europe tried to get back the Holy Land (the area that is now Israel, Palestine, Jordan and Egypt) from the Muslims.

Modern British Royalty has close connections with sport involving horses. Some members of the Royal family own racehorses and attend certain annual race meetings; some are also active participants in the sports of polo and show-jumping (both of which involve riding a horse). 

In the history of sport in general, horse racing was extremely important. From an early date, a major part of the pleasure of a day at the races was betting. Of course, when money is involved, things get serious. So racing was carefully regulated: the length of the race was standardized, and there were strict rules about the behaviour of riders. 
Horse-racing is a big business today too. The Derby is a very important annual horse race held at Epsom in England in May or June, on a day which is known as Derby Day.
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The Royal Ascot is a four-day horse-racing event held at Ascot, a suburb of London, every June. It’s one of the most important race meetings in Britain. It’s especially popular with upper-class people. Members of the Royal family always attend it. One of the days is called ‘Ladies Day’, and some of the women like to wear very big and unusually looking hats.

Greyhound racing, although declining, is still popular. In this sport, the dogs chase a mechanical hare round a racetrack. It’s easier to organize than horse-racing and ‘the dogs’ has the reputation of being the ‘poor man’s racing’. 
Other sports in Britain today
The biggest new development in sport has been with long-distance running. “Jogging”, for healthy outdoor exercise needing no skill or equipment, became popular in the 1970s, and soon more and more people took it seriously. 

The British have a preference for team games. Individual sports such as athletics, cycling, gymnastics and swimming have comparatively small followings. Large numbers of people become interested in them only when British competitors do well in international events. The more popular individual sports are those in which socializing is an important aspect (tennis, golf, sailing). It’s notable that, apart from international competitions, the only athletics event which generates a lot of enthusiasm is the annual London Marathon.  Now the annual London Marathon is like a carnival, with a million people watching as the world’s star runners are followed by 25 000 ordinary people trying to complete the course, sometimes in outrageous costumes, and so collect money for charity. 

While boxing is declining in popularity, motor sports  is becoming more popular.

Every country has its own mix of favourite sports. What is the British mix? For obvious reasons, the British are not very good at skiing, as in most parts of the country there is only about one week of snow per year. Englishman Chris Boardman won an Olympic gold medal for cycling in 1992, but he is a great exception: Britain is not a major country for cycle racing. Cycling is a popular pastime, but few people take it up as a serious sport.

School girls play something which seems a lot like basketball. Netball is different from basketball in many details, for example, the ball is lighter, the court is bigger, and netball has seven players in each team. There is something very strange about netball: it’s never played by boys. There is no biological reason for this; it’s simply tradition. It’s popular throughout the English-speaking world, and the Australians and New Zealanders usually win the competitions.

Lacrosse is another game that is common to English-speaking countries and Japan. The lacrosse stick is a sort of hockey stick with a basket at the end (called cross) to catch, carry and throw a small rubber ball. This game was played by Native Americans. It is played on a field with a goal at each end between two teams of 10 or 12.

In the US it’s mainly played by men and is a popular sport in schools. In Britain women’s lacrosse is played in some schools. Both netball and lacrosse are definitely minority interests.

Even if they are not taking part or watching, British people like to be involved in sport. They can do this by placing bets on future results. Gambling is widespread throughout all social classes. Every year, billions of pounds are bet on horse races 
Sport and fitness
The British are very fond of sport, but many people prefer to watch rather than take part.

Most people today take relatively little general exercise. Over the last 30 – 40 years lifestyles have changed considerably and many people now travel even the shortest distances by car or bus. Lack of exercise combined with eating too many fatty and sugary foods has meant that many people are becoming too fat. Experts are particularly concerned that children spend a lot of their free time watching television or playing computer games instead of being physically active. In recent years, however, there has been a growing interest in fitness among young adults and many belong to a sports club or gym.

In Britain most towns have amateur teams. Older people may play bowls. Some people go regularly to a sports centre or leisure centre where there are facilities for playing badminton and squash, and also a swimming pool. Some sports centres arrange classes in aerobics, step and keep-fit. For enthusiastic runners there are opportunities to take part in long-distance runs, such as the London marathon. Other people keep themselves fit by walking or cycling. Many people go abroad on a skiing holiday each year and there are several dry slopes and snow domes in Britain where they can practice.

GLOSSARY
Read the following words and word combinations according to the reading rules:

-to adopt – принимать; заимствовать

-tee – мишень; метка для мяча в гольфе

-hazard – препятствие, помеха

-bunker – неровность; яма

-rough – неровное поле

-fairway – проход

-betting – ставка (в пари)

-trout – форель

-salmon – лосось; сёмга

-lacrosse - лакросс

-bowl – игра в шары; кегли

-squash – игра в мяч (вроде тенниса)
Practice the following for pronunciation.
Proper names: St Andrews, Middle Ages, Muirfield, Wentworth, London Marathon, the Henley Regatta, Derby.
VOCABULARY EXERCISES
I. Choose the word corresponding to the definition from those listed below:
▪ activity that you do for pleasure and that needs physical effort or skill, usually done in a special area and according to fixed rules; 
▪ a room or hall with equipment for doing physical exercise; 
▪ a situation in which people or organizations compete with each other for smth. that not everyone can have; 
▪ a game played by two teams of 11 players, using a round ball which players kick up and down the playing field; 
▪ a large sports ground surrounded by rows of seats and usually other buildings; 
▪ a sport in which two people fight each other with their hands, while wearing very large thick gloves; 
▪ a long running race of about 42 km.; 
▪ the state of being physically healthy and strong; 
▪ a game played on grass by two teams of 11 players. Players score points by hitting the ball with a wooden bat; 
      ▪ a game4 played over a large area of ground using specially shaped sticks to hit a small hard ball into a serious of 9 or 18 holes; 
       ▪ the sport or business catching fish;  

       ▪ a sport in which horses with riders race against each other;  

       ▪ the activity of running slowly and steadily as a form of exercise;  

       ▪ a game played by two teams of 13 or 15 players, using an oval ball which may be kicked or carried;  

       ▪ a game in which two or four players use rackets to hit a ball backwards and forwards across a net  on a specially marked court;  

(football, cricket, horseracing, rugby, sport, tennis, boxing, competition, stadium, golf, jogging, marathon, fishing, fitness, gym)

II. Suggest English equivalents for the Russian parts. Read the whole sentence and translate it into Russian.
1. To make play more difficult (площадки для гольфа) are often hilly and have various natural and (искусственно сделанные препятствия) such as lakes, (ямки) and (неровное поле).
2. The Normans (послали войска) to fight the Saracens in (крестовые походы), who came back with very (быстрые, лёгкие, арабские) horses, quite unlike their own big, heavy animals.
3. (Недостаточное кол-во упражнений) combined with eating too many (жирные и приторно-сладкие продукты) has meant that many people are becoming too fat.

III. Complete the following sentences.
1. By the middle of the 19th century football had become very much the game that we know today; the first actual set of rules was written by……………………………………………. .
2. The biggest new development in sport has been with…………………………………….. .
3. …………is one of the most important race meetings in Britain. Members of the Royal family always attend it.
4. The most popular of all outdoor sports is………………………………………………………. .
5. In the US…………mainly played by men and is a popular sport in schools. In Britain women’s…………is played in some schools.
6. For enthusiastic runners there are opportunities to take part in long-distance runs, such as…………………… . 

IV. Test-translation. Express the following in English.
1. Такие виды спорта, как: охота, стрельба (охота) и рыбная ловля в Британии часто называют «кровавый спорт», так как он предполагает убийство животных. Все эти три вида спорта традиционно ассоциировались с аристократией.
2. Иностранный журналист, работающий в Лондоне, должен знать термины и эпитеты, принятые при описании крикетных матчей, так же хорошо, как популярные библейские выражения или латинские пословицы.      
3. Согласно легенде, первым игроком в гольф был шотландский пастух Эндрю, который забавлялся тем, что пастушеским посохом загонял булыжники в кроличьи норы.

4. Больше всего на свете Елизавета II любит лошадей. Посещение лошадиных скачек в Эпсоме и Аскоте стало королевской обязанностью ещё с 1911 года.

5. Хороший игрок в составе школьной команды обретает, по мнению англичан, задатки руководителя и общественного деятеля.

6. Неделя королевских скачек в Эскоте  знаменует начало летнего светского сезона ещё с тех пор, как королева Анна в 1711 году повелела соорудить ипподром близ Виндзорского замка.

7. Королевские скачки – это повод появиться на ярмарке тщеславия при полном параде, чтобы ощутить собственную причастность к «сливкам общества».

8. Чтобы попасть на ипподром в дни королевских скачек, нужно иметь деньги. Чтобы получить билет на привилегированную часть трибун, внутри которой расположена «королевская ложа», нужно заранее подать во дворец письменную просьбу о персональном приглашении (это стоит больше 1000 фунтов).

9. Королевских скачек в Эскоте нельзя представить себе без серых цилиндров, экзотических шляпок и, конечно же, клубники со сливками.

10. Дэвид Бэкхем не просто звезда футбольного клуба «Манчестер», он – настоящая звезда: красавец, чемпион и спортсмен, супруг поп-звезды и прекрасный отец. 
ORAL LANGUAGE PRACTICE
I. Correct the wrong statements. Begin with:

It’s not true to fact. It’s wrong. It’s false. It’s not so. It’s true.
1. Boxing   was popular with the Greeks and Arabs long before the British got hold of the idea.

2. Many other games which are English in origin have been adopted with enthusiasm all over the world, but football has been seriously and extensively adopted only in the former British Empire.
3. A sort of football was very popular in England in the Roman period, especially as a contest between neighbouring villages.

4. Golf was first developed in Northern Ireland in the 18th century but is now played all round the world by both professional and amateur players.
5. The annual Marathon is held at the beginning of April between Oxford University and Cambridge University.
6. The Derby is a very important annual boat race held at Epsom in England. 

7. Cycling is a popular pastime, but few people take it up as a serious sport.

II. Have a talk based on the texts. Make use of the following questions:

1. What are the most popular sports in Britain?

2. What is cricket for British people?

3. How did football become so popular game in Britain?

4. Who plays golf in Britain?

5. Do the British like animals in sport? What is the history of horse-racing? Is it popular in Britain?

6. Why does rowing have a great history in Britain?

7. What new games are common and popular in Britain today? What kinds of sport are not so popular?

8. Are the British fond of sport or fitness today?
III. Watch the films “Sport in Britain”, “Cricket”. Translate the suggested video-information. Discuss it, using the following questions:
1. What are the most famous stadiums in Great Britain?

2. Why is swimming so popular in Great Britain?

3. What is the most popular sport in Britain?

4. What kinds of sport do British people like watching?

5. What does the British government do for people who are more serious about sport?

6. What unusual games are famous in Britain?
ADDITIONAL WORK
Text for discussion

I. Read and translate the text. Give your impressions.
Field sports
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The main field sports are hunting, shooting and fishing. They are often also called blood sports because they involve killing animals. In Britain all three sports were traditionally associated with the upper classes, although today they all, especially fishing, attract a much wider group of people.

Fox-hunting, usually called just ‘hunting’ in Britain was until recently the most common form of hunting. A pack of specially trained dogs (called foxhounds) chase after and kill a fox while a group of people follow on horseback, traditionally wearing pink (red jackets) and blowing horns. Fox-hunting was once a popular subject for painting and some English country pubs display sets of prints. Fox-hunting together with stag-hunting (the hunting of male deer), hare-coursing in which greyhounds chase after a hare (type of rabbit), are now illegal, as are other blood sports such as badger-baiting and cockfighting.
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The ban on hunting was an important political issue in Britain. Many people believe hunting is cruel and should be stopped, but some people living in the country see the ban as an attack on their way of life. The ban finally came into effect in 2005. Organizations opposed to hunting with dogs include the League Against Cruel Sports and RSPCA (Royal Society for the Prevention of cruelty to Animals). The main organization in favour is the Countryside Alliance.

Shooting game birds such as pheasant and grouse, is a sport mainly of the upper and middle classes. Grouse shooting begins each year on 12 August, the Glorious Twelfth, and takes place mainly in Scotland. The hunters often employ beaters to drive the birds towards their guns. Those who object to shooting at live birds for sport do clay-pigeon shooting (shooting at clay discs fired into the air).
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Fishing often called angling, is a very popular sport and there are many angling clubs. Three main types angling take place: fly-fishing, coarse fishing and sea fishing. Fly-fishing, which is expensive, is fishing for salmon, trout and other fish in fast-flowing rivers, using specially disguised hooks. Coarse fishing in rivers and lakes for fish other than salmon and trout, most of which are thrown back after being caught, is more widely popular. On the coast people may fish with a rod and line from a boat or from the shore.

Oxford Guide to British and American Culture. 2005
Text for translation
II. Read and translate the texts.  Discuss them.

Любители и профессионалы
Культ частной жизни, возвеличивание домашнего очага дают ключ к пониманию многих своеобразных черт характера англичан.

Взять, к примеру, излюбленное ими противопоставление любителей и профессионалов. Понятия эти, сохранившие свой первоначальный смысл, пожалуй, лишь в спорте, доныне остаются на Британских островах важным этическим водоразделом. Принято считать или хотя бы делать вид, что более важное место в жизни человека занимает то, чем он увлекается в часы досуга, а не то, чем он занимается во время работы.

Деление на любителей и профессионалов идёт из крикета. Крикет – поистине святая святых для англичан, национальная игра, которую они считают праматерью не только спорта, но и морали. Именно от крикета ведут свою родословную те принципы спортивной этики, которые стали для англичан основами подобающего поведения, мерилами порядочности. Когда оксфордский проректор говорит, что его цель – научить юношей играть прямой битой, смысл этой фразы выходит далеко за пределы спорта.

Иностранный журналист, работающий в Лондоне, должен знать термины и эпитеты, принятые при описании крикетных матчей, так же хорошо, как популярные библейские выражения или латинские пословицы: без этого нельзя понять ни полемики в парламенте, ни газетных передовиц.

Помимо любителей и профессионалов, в крикете существуют ещё и параллельные термины: джентльмены и игроки. Это второе противопоставление помогает понять, почему любительское отношение к делу стало отождествляться с принадлежностью к избранному классу. Статус джентльмена - как и владение землёй – был вершиной человеческих амбиций.

В. Овчинников. Корни дуба. 1983.

Футбол
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Игра в мяч – «гаспартум» - на Британские острова привезли древние римляне. Бритты оказались достойными учениками: в 217 году в Дерби они впервые победили команду римских легионеров. Правда, с распадом Римской империи игру забыли везде, кроме разве что Италии, и второй раз она попала на острова только в Средневековье. Англосаксы и шотландцы по достоинству оценили забаву: она соответствовала темпераменту потомков диких кельтов и викингов-завоевателей. В те времена матчи представляли собой, по сути, жестокую драку «стенка на стенку». Неудивительно, что практически все монархи, правившие в 14 веке, особым указом запрещали игру под страхом тюремного заключения. Именно в этих документах впервые возник термин «футбол» (ножной мяч).

Запреты, конечно, не помогли, и лишь в начале правления королевы Виктории уличный футбол превратился в регламентированный вид спорта. Правила, разработанные в 1848 году в Кембридже, через несколько десятков лет, после некоторых уточнений, были признаны во всём мире.

Все связанные с футболом новшества долгое время исходили только с Британских островов: сетки для ворот, определённый размер мяча, присутствие судьи на поле, пенальти, международные чемпионаты. И, разумеется, футбольные фанаты. Пожалуй, феномен английских футбольных фанатов можно объяснить с помощью психоанализа: застёгнутым на все пуговицы, чопорным и добропорядочным британцам просто необходима была отдушина, чтобы выплеснуть естественную агрессию, - и они нашли её на футбольном поле…





Гольф

Официально предшественницей гольфа считается датская игра ‘kolf’, известная с конца XIII века. В неё играли палкой и мячом на большом свободном пространстве, стараясь попасть в определённую метку на земле. Но сентиментальные британцы предпочитают другой вариант истории. Согласно легенде, первым игроком в гольф был шотландский пастух Эндрю, который забавлялся тем, что пастушеским посохом загонял булыжники в кроличьи норы. Судьба его сложилась так, что после смерти он был объявлен святым. В городке Сент-Эндрюс, в полуразрушенном соборе 13-14 века, среди других витражей можно разглядеть изображение человека в плаще с клюшкой. Там же, при университете Сент-Эндрюс, в середине 18 века был основан ‘Королевский гольф-клуб’ и опубликованы в 1754 году первые правила игры.

Если в футболе проявляются скрытые до поры до времени черты британского характера, то гольф, наоборот, - воплощение классического джентльменства. Чтобы метко ударить клюшкой по мячику, не нужна огромная сила или отвага – зато на поле строго соблюдаются правила этикета, древние, как сама игра. Игрокам полагается аккуратно одеваться, быть отменно вежливыми с партнёрами и персоналом, не вмешиваться в чужую игру, не давать советов ‘под руку’, восстанавливать после себя попорченный дёрн и пропускать вперёд тех, кто играет быстрее. Наградой за соблюдение этикета служит сознание причастности к особому миру, закрытому для посторонних. В отличие от других видов спорта, в гольфе существует неписаный закон, согласно которому любой член какого-либо гольф-клуба автоматически становится членом всех мировых гольф-клубов. Впрочем, этикет – этикетом, а деньги в мире гольфа тоже крутятся немалые. Например, чемпион мира Тайгер Вудс два года подряд занимал второле место в списке самых богатых спортсменов, опубликованных журналом Forbes.
О. Переверзева, 2006
Lesson 10
THE PRESS

 RADIO AND TELEVISION
Newspapers
The British are great newspaper readers. They used to read even more 50 years ago, when there was no competition from television, but even so almost every adult in the country reads, or at least glances at a daily newspaper. The sales and readership figures are tremendous (see chart below).
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Many British families buy a national or local newspaper every day. Some have it delivered to their home by a paper boy or paper girl; others buy from a newsagent (a shop that sells newspapers, magazines, sweets in Britain) or a bookstall. Some people read a newspaper online. The high numbers reflect the fact that newspapers are not only popular with educated middle-class but also with working-class people. British people are the world’s third biggest newspaper buyers (only the Japanese and the Swedes buy more).

The importance of the national press


Each of the national papers can be characterized as belonging to one of two distinct categories: the ‘quality papers’, or ‘broadsheets’, sell for the better educated readers; the ‘popular papers’, or ‘tabloids’, sell to a much larger readership.  The ‘qualities’ are called the ‘broadsheets’ because they were printed on large pages, but are now often in tabloid size which is half the size of a broadsheet. They report national and international news and are serious in tone. They have editorials which comment on important issues and reflect the political views of the paper’s editor. They also contain financial and sports news, life histories of famous people who have just died (obituaries), listings of television and radio programmes, theatre and cinema shows, a crossword, comic strips, advertisements and the weather forecast. 
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But the ‘tabloids’ contain less print than the ‘broadsheets’ and far more pictures. They use larger headlines and write in a simpler style of English. While the ‘broadsheets’ devote much space to politics and other ‘serious’ news. The ‘tabloids’ concentrate on ‘human interest’ stories, which often means sex and scandal. Both types of paper devote equal amounts of attention to sport.


The main quality dailies are ‘The Times’ and ‘The Daily Telegraph’, which support  the political right, ‘The Guardian’, which on the political left and has an old liberal tradition, ‘The Independent’, which has a lot of foreign news, and ‘The Financial Times’. People choose a paper that reflects their own political opinion. Of the five quality morning papers only ‘The Daily Telegraph’ is Conservative. ‘The Times’ and ‘The Financial Times’ have a big minority of non-Conservative readers.
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The most popular ‘tabloids’ are ‘The Sun’, ‘The Mirror’, ‘The Express’ and ‘The Daily Mail’, ‘The news of the World’, which as a Sunday tabloid sells more copies than any other newspaper in Britain. The lightest of the tabloids, ‘The Sun’, has very short items on politics and world events in which it freely mixes facts and comment; it has many pages of gossip about TV celebrities and lots of sex stories; it has competitions and horoscopes and semi-pornographic photos of women; it is obsessed with the lottery and lottery winners.

The Sunday and Saturday editions of papers have more pages than the dailies, supplements (extra sections) on, for example, motoring and the arts, and a colour magazine.

The way politics is presented in the national newspapers reflects the fact that British political parties are essentially parliamentary organizations. Although different papers have differing political outlooks, none of the large newspapers is an organ of a political party. None of them would ever use ‘we’ or ‘us’ to refer to a certain party.
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As in all democratic countries, press freedom is an important aspect of British life. In this country, without a written constitution, such freedom is not actually set down in the law, but there are no laws restricting it, so the end result is much the same. In fact, it is fairer to say that there are very few laws restricting it; for example, it is illegal to incite racial hatred. Recent discussion of press freedom has been around the question of privacy: how far should the press be permitted to investigate and report people’s private lives? Things have changed a lot since the 1930s, when King Edward VIII was having a love affair with a divorced American woman, Mrs. Simpson, and the press agreed not to report it. In the 1990s, an embarrassing phone conversation between Prince Charles and his mistress Camilla Parker-Bowles was illegally recorded and then splashed all over the newspapers. The sex lives or financial dealings of politicians became one of the journalists’ most popular topics. The paparazzi, mainly photographers with long lenses, were a very international group, but one of their biggest markets was the British tabloid press. There were many proposals to limit invasions of privacy, but without result: it always appeared impossible to distinguish between pure gossip and items of real public importance.

The issue came to a head in 1997 with the deaths of Princess Diana and her lover Dodi Al Fayed while their car was being chased through Paris by a pack of paparazzi on motorcycles. Had she, in effect, been killed by the media? Were the newspaper readers in some way to blame for the tragedy? The shock of her death was something unique in British life: the whole country seemed to come to a standstill for several weeks. For a full month, 35 per cent of newspaper stories were devoted to the Princess – more than to any news event in history. One reason for this was the feeling of collective guilt. Although it became clear that the paparazzi in Paris were not directly to blame for the accident, Diana’s brother, Earl Spencer, in his speech at the funeral blamed the press. There were loud calls for more regulation. Many said that the voluntary code of practice operated by the Press Complaints Commission1 was not enough. 

Notes

1 the Press Complaints Commission is a British organization formed in 1991to deal with complaints about the behaviour of the press, especially its attempts to find out about people’s private lives.  
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However, against the right to privacy the press has successfully been able to oppose the concept of the public’s ‘right to know.’  But in the end, the only action was an agreement from the newspapers not to harass Diana’s sons, Prince William and Prince Harry.

Of course, Britain is not the only country where the press is controlled by large companies with the same single aim of making profits. So why is the British press more frivolous? The answer may lie in the function of the British press for its readers. British adults never read comics. 

These publications, which consist entirely of picture stories, are read only by children. It would be embarrassing for an adult to be seen reading one. Adults who want to read something very simple, with plenty of pictures to help them, have almost nowhere to go but the national press. Most people don’t use newspapers for ‘serious’ news. For this, they turn to another source – broadcasting.   

Magazines


There are also local papers, many of which are weeklies (published once a week). They contain news of local events and sport, carry advertisements for local business, and give details of houses, cars and other items for sale.


In Britain there are thousands of weekly and monthly magazines, many of them aimed at particular groups of readers such as teenage girls, new parents, people interested in gardening or professional groups such as doctors. Among the most popular magazines are ‘The Economist’, ‘The New Statesman’ and ‘The Spectator’. ‘The Economist’ has the reputation of being one of the best weeklies in the world. The British satirical magazine ‘Private Eye’ is very popular too. It makes fun of all parties and politicians, and also makes fun of the mainstream press. It specializes in political scandal. It is so outrageous that some chains of newsagents sometimes refuse to sell it. In spite of its humour, it is well-written and it is said that no politician can resist reading it. The country’s bestselling magazine is the ‘Radio Times’, which, as well as listening, all the television and radio programmes for the coming week, contains some fifty pages of articles. 
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General-interest magazines include titles such as ‘Vanity Fair’, ‘Vogue’, ‘Rolling Stone’ etc.


Traditionally there were more magazines for women than for men. They can be bought  in supermarkets and bookshops, and at a newsagent’s.


Many people don’t buy magazines but read back copies (old issues) put out in their doctor’s or dentist’s waiting room or at the hairdresser’s. Many magazines are also available on the Internet.

Radio and Television
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People in Britain listen to the radio a lot, especially in the morning and the early evening or while they are in their cars. Many people rely on the radio to hear the latest news. Radio used to be called wireless, but this is now very old-fashioned.  
Radio is, in a sense, the Cinderella of the media: it is often left out of discussions. Television is more glamorous, and everyone watches it. But 90 per cent of people say that they listen to the radio in their spare time – in fact, it is the third most popular leisure activity after watching TV and visiting friends. But in spite of predictions when television first arrived, radio has not died, in fact its popularity has risen.


Around 50% of the British radio audience listens to the BBC. Just as the British Parliament has the reputation for being ‘the mother of parliaments’, so the BBC might be said to be ‘the mother of information services’. There are five national BBC radio stations inside Britain and several local ones: 

-Radio 1 plays new rock, pop and dance music. It began broadcasting in 1967;     

-Radio 2 broadcasts popular music, comedy and documentaries; 

-Radio 3 offers classical music, jazz and arts programmes; 
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-Radio 4 broadcasts popular news and a variety of programmes, from plays and comedy shows to consumer advice programmes; 

-Radio 5 is largerly given over to sports coverage and news.   

Many people also listen to local radio. Local radio stations concentrate on local news, traffic reports and pop music.


Many towns also have a public radio station. Public radio stations often have public affairs programming and classical music, which is not common on commercial radio.   
 
Regulation of Television in Britain is very different from regulation of the press. Whereas newspapers are mostly about news, the TV is mostly entertainment and so is subject to more rules on sex, violence and bad language. As watchdogs, there are the Broadcasting Standards Council and the Broadcasting Complaints Commission. They make sure, for example, that there is very little pornography on TV; and they police the 9 p.m. - the time before which all programmes must be suitable for children. Strangely, more complaints are received from the public about bad language.

It is on the question of politics that TV rules differ most from those which apply to newspapers. While newspapers can express any political views, or support any political party they wish to, TV channels are not permitted such freedom; they are obliged to maintain a strict balance between the political parties, to be impartial. One programme which shows the Conservatives in a good light must be followed soon after by one which favours Labour. 

Although newspaper readership is high, people actually tend to get most of their news from television: a recent survey showed that 62 per cent rely on TV and only 17 per cent on newspapers as their main source of national news. Viewers trust TV news partly because they know that it is not in the hands of one political party, and partly because it is much harder to tell lies with live interviews and filmed reports of events than on the pages of newspapers. Still photos are easy to manipulate on a computer, but video is far more difficult. Seeing the faces of politicians as they speak, and hearing their voices, helps the viewer to identify the truth. However, the truth is not really quite so easy to obtain. In reality, politicians still manage to manipulate their TV messages in all sorts of ways. Each interview is planned in advance; the TV presenter and the politician agree on rules of engagement:  questions will be asked on the economy but not on Northern Ireland, for example.
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There are only five terrestrial TV channels. These are the channels which all viewers receive in the country: 

BBC-1, (started 1936) , ITV (1954) - popular discussion programmes, quizzes, the most popular soaps and dramas, comedies, films, children’s programmes); popular discussion programmes, quizzes, the most popular soaps and dramas, comedies, films, children’s programmes, regional news programmes);

BBC-2 (1964; Open University programmes late at night, educational programmes, general documentaries and programmes appealing to minority interests); 

Channel 4 (1982; a very informal breakfast show, educational programmes, general documentaries and programmes appealing to minority interests); 

Channel 5 (1997; It’s a commercial channel, it’s emphasis is on entertainment. It makes all other types of programme too). 

There is no advertising on the BBC, but ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 get money from the advertisements they screen. Two channels, BBC-2 and Channel 4 are the main promoters of learning and culture. Both have been successful in presenting programmes  on serious and weighty topics which are nevertheless attractive to quite large  audiences. 
With only five terrestrial channels available, it is not surprising that many people have switched on to satellite TV. One of the biggest visual changes in British cities in the last ten years has been the appearance of satellite dishes on houses and flats, especially in working-class areas; more than a quarter of all households have one. In addition, about 7 per cent have cable TV. Both of these systems offer lots of channels – ‘Sky Movies’, ‘Sky Sports’, ‘Cartoon Network’, ‘Discovery’, ‘UK Style’ and many more. These channels make their money by charging subscriptions and through advertising, and they are doing very well commercially. But their contribution to the quality of TV is questionable: they make their own news and sports programmes, but very little else. Unlike the five terrestrial channels they do not invest in original programme making; they recycle material made by others.

GLOSSARY
Read the following words and word combinations according to the reading rules:

-readership figures – читатели; читательская масса

-‘Quality paper – «солидная газета», рассчитана преимущественно на солидного читателя, публикует много зарубежной, внутриполитической и экономической информации, а также аналитические материалы

-‘Tabloid’ – малоформатная газета, рассчитана на широкий круг читателей с невзыскательным вкусом, помещает много сенсационных материалов с большим числом фотографий

-editorial – редакция 

-issue - издание

-editor – редактор

-obituary - некролог

-listing – информация, помещённая в газетах и журналах о фильмах и передачах

-comic strips – комиксы для детей, написанные в игровой форме

-gossip – сплетня, слухи 

-celebrity – знаменитость

-to obsess – владеть

-edition – издание, тираж, выпуск

-supplement - приложение 

-motoring – автомобильное дело; автомобильный спорт

-to set down – письменно излагать

-fair – честный

-to incite – возбуждать; подстрекать

-mistress – любовница

-to splash – подавать материал броско, под кричащими заголовками

-chase – преследовать
-to come to a standstill – оказаться в тупике
-to harass -  беспокоить, тревожить

-frivolous – незначительный, легкомысленный, поверхностный

-broadcasting – радиовещание; телепередача


-outrageous – возмутительный, оскорбительный
-wireless – радиоприёмник

-in a sense – в хорошем смысле слова

-media – средства массовой информации

-prediction - прогноз

-coverage – освещение в печати, по радио

-watchdog – наблюдательная комиссия

-impartial – беспристрастный; непредвзятый

-survey – обзор, обследование

-live interview – прямой репортаж с места событий

-engagement – встреча 

-terrestrial – светский
-promoter – распространитель, способствующий чему-либо

-satellite TV – спутниковое телевидение

-to invest in – вкладывать деньги в

-to recycle – перерабатывать, обрабатывать информацию
Practice the following for pronunciation.
Proper names: ‘The Guardian’, ‘The Financial Times’, Conservative, ‘Vanity Fair’, ‘Vogue’, King Edward VIII.
VOCABULARY EXERCISES
I. Choose the word corresponding to the definition from those listed below:
▪ a band of radio waves used for broadcasting television  or radio programmes; 
▪ a famous person; 
▪ a person who is in charge of a newspaper, magazine, etc. and who decides what should be included; 

▪ a photographer who follows famous people around in order to get interesting photographs of them to sell to a newspaper; 
▪ a shop that sells newspapers and magazines, and often sweets and cigarettes; 
▪ new information about something that has happened recently; 
▪ a type of large thin book with a paper cover that you can buy every week or month, containing articles, photographs, etc., often on a particular topic; 
▪ a piece of writing about a particular subject in a newspaper or magazine; 
▪ a set of large printed sheets of paper containing news, articles, advertisements, etc. and published every day or every week; 
▪ a serious of drawings that tell a story and are often printed in newspapers;  
▪ a piece of electrical equipment with a screen on which you can watch programmes with moving pictures and sounds; 
▪ something that people watch on television or listen to on the radio; 
▪ a piece of equipment used for listening to programmes that are broadcast to the public; 
▪ the main ways that large numbers of people receive  information and entertainment, that is television, radio and the newspapers; 
(newspaper, magazine, editorial, celebrity, radio, television, media, newsagent, news, programme, scandal, editor, article, paparazzi, comics, channel)

II. Suggest English equivalents for the Russian parts. Read the whole sentence and translate it into Russian.
1. They have (редакции) which comment on important (издания) and (отражают) the political views of the (редактор газеты). 

2. They also contain (финансовый) and sports news, (некрологи), (программа телепередач), and radio programmes, theatre and cinema shows, a crossword, comic strips, (рекламы), and the (прогноз погоды). 
3. The whole country seemed to (попасть в тупик) for several weeks. For a full month, 35 per cent of newspaper stories (были посвящены) to the Princess.

4. Radio used to be called (приёмник), but this is now very old-fashioned.  
5. Seeing the faces of (политики) as they speak, and hearing their voices, helps the (зрителям определять правду).
III. Complete the following sentences.
1. There are two distinct categories of national papers in Britain:………………………………………………………………… .

2. ……………………report national and international news and are serious in tone, but……………………contain less print and far more pictures.
3. The main quality dailies are: …………, …………, …………, …………, …………………… .
4. The most popular ‘tabloids’ are:……………………, ……………………, ……………………, ……………………, …………………… . 
5. …………………… were a very international group, but one of their biggest markets was the British tabloid press.
6. Among the most popular magazines are: ……………………, ……………………, …………………… , ……………………, ……………… .
7. Each interview is planned in advance: questions will be asked on the economy but not on…………………………………………for example.
8. Two channels,……………………and……………………are the main promoters of learning and culture.
9. One of the biggest visual changes in British cities in the last ten years has been the appearance of……………………………… . 
IV. [image: image47.jpg]


Test-translation. Express the following in English
1. Как и все британские монархи, Елизавета II ведёт дневник – по страничке в день. Сейчас она использует для этого персональный компьютер.

2. У королевы есть сайт в Интернете, и по посещаемости она опережает сайты премьер-министра и многих знаменитостей Британии.
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3. Елизавета II тратит огромные суммы на то, чтобы любая компрометирующая информация о членах семейства не вышла за пределы дворца. Но чем больше королева прилагает усилий, тем громче звучит народная молва, и именно Виндзоры не сходят с первых полос мировых таблоидов.

4. Английские актёры с выразительными лицами всегда желанны. Красота по-английски всегда равнялась британскому обаянию, которое завораживает, за которое невозможно не любить.

5. Пресс-служба Дэвида Бэкхема невероятно пользуется его популярностью. Весь мир всегда в курсе происходящего. Футболист больше других продаёт рекламируемые авто, средства для бритья и новые кроссовки.

6. Репутация принца Чарльза столь запятнана, что британцам уже скучно обсуждать его похождения: как слыл неудачником, так и по сей день это клеймо носит.

7. Недавно Букингем опубликовал «бухгалтерский отчёт» - сколько фунтов тратит наследник престола. Это был ответ прессе на скандал, когда принца обвинили в перепродаже подарков, полученных от глав иностранных государств. Очевидно, не хватало денег на содержание любимой Камиллы, которая тратит огромные суммы на парикмахеров, знаменитых стилистов и очень дорогие костюмы, сумочки, туфли и т.д.
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8. В газете «Sun» часто появляются сообщения о принце Гарри, младшем сыне принца Чарльза, о том, что он потребляет наркотики, пьёт пинты пива в английских пабах и веселится с девушками лёгкого поведения. Но это ничто по сравнению с сообщениями, о том, что принц появился на одной  светской вечеринке в нацистской форме. Позор на весь мир! Бедной бабушке-королеве пришлось просить прощения у всех людей публично.
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9. В одном из таблоидов была опубликована своеобразная «формула нелюбви» семейства Виндзоров: кто кого и за что ненавидит. К примеру, герцог Эдинбургский Филипп – Елизавету за то, что он единственный в Британии мужчина, который не может дать детям свою фамилию (Маунтбаттен); Гарри ненавидит дядю Эдварда за то, что его телекомпания сняла и показала смешной фильм о нём; Чарльз – отца Филиппа за то, что он испортил ему жизнь, заставив жениться на нелюбимой Диане; Елизавета терпеть не может Камиллу, а та в ответ называет её ужасной; Уильям и Гарри ненавидят Камиллу как мачеху и т.д. Как жить в такой семейке?

ORAL LANGUAGE PRACTICE
I. Correct the wrong statements. Begin with:

It’s not true to fact. It’s wrong. It’s false. It’s not so. It’s true.
1.  All large newspapers are the organs of political parties. 

2. The European press is more frivolous than the British press. 
3. The BBC has the reputation for being ‘the mother of parliaments’. 
4. There are only three terrestrial TV channels. These are the channels which all viewers receive in the country.

5. There is no advertising on the BBC, but ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 get money from the advertisements they screen. 
II. Have a talk based on the texts. Make use of the following questions.
1. Do the British like to read newspapers? 

2. What national editions of Britain do you know? Are they popular? 

3. Is press freedom an important aspect of British life? Are there any problems?

4. Are there any popular magazines in Britain? Do British people buy magazines?

5. Do the British listen to the radio nowadays? Is it interesting?

6. What is the most popular radio station in Britain? How is it regulated?

7. What are the main differences between Television and the Press?

8. How is Television regulated in Britain? 
III. Watch the film “Media”. Translate the suggested video-information from English into Russian.

ADDITIONAL WORK
Text for discussion

I. Read and translate the text. Give your impressions.
BBC: “This IS London”

All over the world, people listen to their radios for the premier British Broadcasting Corporation programme, “This is London”. It goes out in 39 languages to an estimated 75 million people, some listening to short-wave signals direct from BBC transmitters, others to their local stations, which relay the programme. The popularity of “This is London”, which offers news, culture and entertainment, rests in part with the international respect the BBC gained during World War II for consistent and reliable foreign coverage. Later, the BBC’s international reputation was strengthened by quality television documentaries and dramas, which were exported widely.

The BBC’s quality sometimes is attributed to the fact that it need not to overly concerned with ratings. Overseas services are funded by Parliament and domestic services through a Parliament – approved tax on the sale of radio and television sets. The BBC takes no advertising. Although its financial base is dependent on Parliament, the BBC functions through a governance structure that buffers it from political pressure.

The BBC went on the air in 1922, and five years later received a royal charter as a nonprofit public corporation. By 1939 the BBC was operating a number of shortwave services to other Commonwealth nations in addition to foreign language services to other countries.

The BBC held a home monopoly until 1954, when Parliament authorized a second domestic broadcast system. Even though the new ITV television and ILR radio networks use advertising as their revenue base, the British never embraced commercial broadcasting of the American sort. All advertisements are placed before or after programmes – never in the middle – so they will not interrupt.

J. Vivian. The Media of Mass Communication. 1999.
Comics and comic strips
In Britain a comic is a picture magazine, usually for children. Comics contain short stories written as comic strips, and sometimes also competitions and articles. Some parents don’t approve of comics, but others argue that they encourage children to read. Popular children’s comics include ‘Beano’, ‘Dandy’, ‘2000 AD’, which features mainly science fiction stories. Comics for very young children are often based on popular television programmes. Adult comics are usually very rude.

Many of the most popular comics appear in the form of books, called annuals, around Christmas each year.

Comic books are similar to comics. Each book has a set of characters who have adventures. Many of the characters, such as “Spider Man”, “Superman and Wonder Woman”, have powers that ordinary people do not have.

Pictures of the most famous characters from comic strips and comic books are used on a range of products.

Oxford Guide to British and American Culture. 2005
Text for translation
2. Read and translate the text. Discuss it.

Флит – стрит
Флит-стрит – это не просто название лондонской улицы, которая идёт от цитадели Британского капитала – Сити в западную часть столицы, где расположены центры политической власти: Вестминстер и Уайтхолл. Когда упоминают Флит-стрит, имеют в виду большую прессу Британии, хотя многие ведущие газеты давно уже перекочевали оттуда.
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Англичане – заядлые любители читать газеты. Без них они не могут прожить и дня, а уж тем более – воскресенья. По тиражам на душу населения Британия занимает одно из первых мест в мире наряду с Японией. Флит-стрит, стало быть, олицетворяет важную сторону британской действительности.

Издание газет традиционно было в Англии делом семейным. Томсоны, к примеру, выпускали «Таймс», Бивербруки – «Дейли мейл», Асторы – «Обсервер». За последние десятилетия у многих газет не только сменились хозяева. Современные бароны Флит-стрит перестали быть исключительно или даже преимущественно газетными магнатами. Теперь каждый из них чаще всего крупный монополист, который контролирует обширную империю, охватывающую не только издательское дело, но и бумажную промышленность, телевидение, радио, электронику, а также области вовсе не связанные со средствами массовой информации.

Как и сама страна , британские газеты придерживаются классовых различий. Вы есть то, что вы читаете. Наверху читают «Таймс», или – при склонности мыслить социальными категориями – «Гардиан». Буржуазия читает «Дейли телеграф», которая, как и её подписчики, занимается наивным лицемерием, скрывая под сдержанной внешностью пристальный интерес к пикантным придворным подробностям. Простонародье берёт или «Дейли миррор» или «Сан» - неприглядное творение лишь по воскресеньям в «Обсервер» и «Санди Таймс»…...

Клайв Ирвинг (Англия), Подлинный брит. 1974

Господствующие классы не хотят открыто признать, что это их идеи денно и нощно проповедуют пресса и телевидение, церковь и школа, что такие излюбленные на Флит-стрит понятия, как британское сознание, политическая культура, духовные ценности, отнюдь не являются бесклассовыми категориями, а олицетворяют взгляды правящей верхушки. На берегах Темзы признают за идеологией роль острого оружия, однако хотят, чтобы оружие это оставлось тайным, незаметным для народа.австралийца Руперта Мердока. Действительно серьёзный журнализм появляется 
В. Овчинников. Корни дуба. 1983
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						Sales per day(millions)						Readers per day(millions)

		The Sun						3.7						9.9

		The Mirror						2.3						6.3

		Daily Mail						2.2						5.1

		The Express						1.1						2.6

		The Daily Telegraph						1						2.5

		The Times						0.7						2

		Daily Star						0.6						1.9

		The Guardian						0.4						1.2

		The Independent						0.2						0.7

		Financial Times						0.2						0.6

						Sales and readership of national daily newspapers, 1998.






