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Newspaper in the Classroom
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Exercise:
What makes these headlines funny? Try to figure out the intended and unintended meanings of these headlines.

Babies are what the mother eats 
Drunk Gets Nine Months in Violin Case 
Survivor of Siamese Twins Joins Parents 
Farmer Bill Dies in House 
Iraqi Head Seeks Arms

Teacher Strikes Idle Kids 
Squad Helps Dog Bite Victim 
Miners Refuse to Work after Death 
Two Soviet Ships Collide, One Dies 
Two Sisters Reunited after 18 Years in Checkout

Counter

Killer Sentenced to Die for Second Time in 10 Years

Kids Make Nutritious Snacks

Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half

Include your Children when Baking Cookies

Man Eating Piranha Mistakenly Sold as Pet Fish

Chou Remains Cremated


Exercise
Read the stories below and choose the most appropriate answer for each of the questions that follow.

CYCLISTS BLOWN AWAY BY TUNNEL IDEA
Imagine being blasted through a tunnel at speeds of almost 50 kilometres an hour by a wind machine while perched on a bike. It may sound like a white-knuckle fairground ride, but for the cycle-mad, eco-friendly, try-anything-once Dutch, it's just a potential alternative to catching the bus.

Cycling is a way of life for people in the Netherlands. Around 80 percent of the country's 15 million people own a bike, cycling a combined total of 13.5 billion kilometres a year.

 While biking is a quick, efficient and pleasant means of transport during the warm summer months, come the autumn, the miserable Dutch weather can force cyclists to see alternative means of transport.  But one southern Dutch council is attempting to protect its cyclists from the elements and ensure a more environmentally friendly transport system. It is making tentative plans to construct an eight-kilometre tunnel.
"We want to build a bike route about eight kilometres long between Helmond and Eindhoven and use some new methods to make it more pleasant for cyclists," said Paul Kloet, civil engineer at Helmond municipal council.
1. The above is the introduction to a longer story. This kind of story is known as

a) a news story

b) a feature story

c) an editorial

d) a commentary
2. The story is about
a) an exciting new ride at a fairground

b) riding a bicycle in the Netherlands

c) the possibility of building a tunnel for cyclists in the Netherlands

d) saving the Dutch environment from air pollution caused by buses

3. Which one of the following is an example of the elements mentioned in the story?
a) roads

