


UNIT III
IMPORTANT AREAS OF BRITISH LIFE
Lesson 1
ECONOMY (
“This island is made mainly of coal and surrounded by fish. Only an organizing  genious  could produce a shortage  of coal and fish at the same time.” 
Aneurin Bevan - a British politician, 1945
)
Free trade
	As in all European countries, the economic system in Britain is a mixture of private and public enterprise.
	For a very long time Britain has been a trading nation – importing, exporting, investing abroad and receiving foreign investment. The national economy is still mainly based on free markets.
	Britain imports most goods from Germany and the USA, then France and the Netherlands. The top four export destinations are the same countries in the same order. About half of Britain’s visible trade is now with the EU.
	Britain’s role as a trading nation and as centre of the Sterling Area, which holds a quarter of the world’s population, includes a vast network of financial services, centred on the City of London. With its many famous institutions, such as the Bank of England 1, the Stock Exchange 2 and Lloyd’s 3 and its international markets for commodities such as rubber, metals and tea, the City has for over a century held a place of first importance in world trade. 
Natural resources	
The United Kingdom was the first country in the world which became highly industrialized. Primary industries are those that exploit raw materials: agriculture, fishing, mining, oil instruction and so on. 
Agriculture is a small part of the economy, employing less than 2 per cent of the workforce, and producing less than 2 per cent of the Gross Domestic Product. The low level of employment in agriculture is explained by a high level of efficiency: British farms are big and highly mechanized.  For a small country, Britain has a great variety of soil, climate and types of farming; ranging from beef breeding in Scotland and sheep farming in the mountains of Wales to growing crops, mainly wheat, barley, oats and potatoes, in the large, flat, fertile areas of the eastern counties. Chicken farms produce a great number of chickens and eggs for the population. The south of England is often called the “Garden of England”, because there are many gardens and orchards there. There are also large plantations of different berries.
Fishing has always been a natural activity for an island population. But this sector, too, employs only a fraction of the number of people it used to, due to increased mechanization and bigger boats with smaller crews. Sea fishing, round the coasts of Britain and in distant waters, is of great importance in Scotland and in the north-east of England. About two-fifth of Britain’s fishermen are employed in the Scottish ports, such as Aberdeen, Fraserburgh and Granton. Distant-water vessels fish the seas around Labrador, Newfoundland, Greenland and Iceland. 
 Britain’s industry                                         
Cheap, available energy was a major contributor to the industrial revolution 200 years ago, and it is just as important today. Britain has more energy resources than any other EU country. Previously, that energy came from coal: at its peak in 1913, more than one million miners were employed in the coal industry. Coal mining is one of the most developed industries in Great Britain. The biggest coal and iron mines are in the north-east of England, near Newcastle, in Lancashire and Yorkshire; in Scotland near Glasgow; in Wales near Cardiff and Bristol. Most of the mines have now been shut down. 
Since the 1970s huge quantities of gas and oil have been extracted from fields in the North Sea. Britain is now the world’s sixth largest producer of oil. Most of the oil comes from Scottish waters, and this has been a factor in Scotland’s calls for independence.


	Until recent times, Britain’s heavy industry was mainly concentrated in the centre of England and in the London region. Such towns as Birmingham, Coventry and Sheffield produced heavy machines, railway carriages and motor-cars. In the 20th century new branches of industry have appeared: electronics, radio, chemical industry, telecommunication equipment, aircraft and aircraft engines, plastic and synthetic materials – all major exports. At the same time Britain has used traditional craftsmanship to modern methods to continue to produce those items for which it’s justly famous, such as pottery, glassware, woolen and leather goods.
	Of great importance for Britain is ship-building industry. It’s concentrated in London, Glasgow, Newcastle, Liverpool and Belfast. Great Britain produces a lot of wool, and woolen industry is developed in Yorkshire. British woolen products are exported to many countries.
Manufacturing and services 
 (
“The number of people involved in the financial services industry in 
London
 is greater than the whole population of Francfurt.” 
 
 
Peter Levene, 1999 
)At one time one of the world’s greatest manufacturing centres, Britain has largely given up producing goods in favour of other kinds of economic activity. As manufacturing declined, so the service industries expanded. Many people have been worried by this change: how can it be economically viable to stop building ships and open restaurants instead? But tourism, transport and telecommunications are all important growth areas.
	Financial services such as accountancy, insurance and banking are very big business too. Britain is now the world’s second largest service exporter at 6 per cent of the total – ahead of both France and Germany, and just behind the USA.
	The loss of factory-based jobs has increased the old north-south divide – the disparity in wealth between the rich south of England and the less prosperous north of England and Scotland. The heart of the prosperous zone is London itself, and in the heart of London is the headquarters of the successful financial services sector – the City. This is a confusing term: the whole of London is a city, but the City, originally surrounded by Roman walls and spelt with a capital “C”, refers to the approximate square mile of offices and banks around the Bank of England.  
A fading economy and opportunities
	Two hundred years ago the British economy seemed invincible. Great wealth had been established from a protective market within its Empire, from the slave trade and colonial resources, and from the exploitation of workers and children. Using the capital built up in this way, and the huge wealth of the land-owning aristocracy, Britain managed to have its industrial revolution before any other country. By the time of the Great Exhibition 5 of 1851, after decades of staggering economic growth, Britain was way ahead of its international competitors. Britain’s railways, shipbuilding, and its coal, iron and textile production were all world leaders. But by the early 1870s, Germany and the USA were challenging this economic power, and Britain has never recovered its position.
	The reasons for economic decline have long been a favourite topic of debate in Britain: not enough investment, short-termism and speculation, labour problems, welfare and military spending. All these factors have probably played a part in the country’s economic decline.
	For the British economy today the picture is a mixture of positive and negative. Productivity used to be rather low, but in recent years it has grown faster than in most countries. There is a great deal of inward investment: American, Japanese, Korean, French and German companies have bought British firms or set up their own factories. Britain is also a major investor overseas, and many British firms buy foreign companies. Pharmaceutical companies are world leaders. 
	On the minus side, manufacturing shows little sign of re-establishing itself as the powerhouse of the economy. In most areas the technology has fallen behind that of Britain’s main competitors. Unemployment was, until recently, a major problem.
	Growth is, of course, important to the economy. Efficiency is a good thing in itself, if it means that work is done as cost-effectively as possible.
	The great American economist J.K.Galbraith has admired the British for choosing quality of life rather than maximum economic growth. The government  has taken up this idea and started to publish annual quality of life indicators  - these are similar to economic statistics but cover such things as education, health, housing quality, pollution and diversity of wildlife. In 1998, the best places to live in England, according to these indicators, were North Yorkshire and the north-east. 
Notes


1 the Bank of England is the central bank of the United Kingdom. It is the official source of all paper money in Britain, it advises the government on financial matters, and it acts as banker to the government and to other banks. It was privately owned until 1946, when it came under government control. 




2the Stock Exchange  is  an institution in London, England, established in the 18 th century , which allows trading in stocks and shares (parts of the total value of the company).














3 Lloyd’s is an association of people in the City of London who provide insurance. These members, known as ‘names’, share the profits and also the risks  involved. The first members used to meet at Edward Lloyd’s coffee house in the late 17th century. They were originally concerned with insuring ships, but now deal with insurance of all kinds all over the world.   
4the Great Exhibition is an exhibition of products from many countries around the world that took place in London in 1851. It was the world’s first international trade fair (a large event where companies display their products in order to increase sales) and the Crystal Palace was built for it.


GLOSSARY
Read the following words and word combinations according to the reading rules:
­enterprise – предпринимательство; предприятие
­ importing - импорт
­ exporting - экспорт
­ destination – пункт назначения
­ the Sterling Area – стерлинговая зона
­ commodities – товары потребления
­ mining – горная промышленность
­ efficiency – эффективность, продуктивность, производительность
­ beef breeding - скотоводство
 ­ sheep farming - овцеводство
 ­ wheat - пшеница
 ­ barley - ячмень
 ­ oat - овёс
 ­ flat and  fertile areas – плоские и плодородные зоны
 ­ county - графство
 ­ orchard – фруктовый сад 
 ­ berries - ягоды
 ­ a fraction - часть
 ­ a major contributor – основной помощник
 ­ to extract - извлекать 
 ­ craftsmanship - мастерство
 ­ pottery – керамика, гончарное дело
 ­ glassware – изделия из стекла
 ­ manufacturing – обрабатывающая промышленность
 ­ viable - жизнеспособный
 ­ accountancy – бухгалтерское дело
 ­ insurance - страхование
 ­ the disparity – несоответствие, неравенство
 ­ prosperous – процветающий, успешный
 ­ the headquarters – штаб-квартира, главное управление
 ­ invincible – непобедимый
 ­ staggering economic growth – поражающий экономический рост
 ­ competitors – соперники, конкуренты
  ­ to challenge – оспорить, подвергнуть сомнению 
  ­ short- termism - краткосрочность
  ­ welfare - благосостояние
  ­ inward investment – врутреннее капиталовложение
  ­ pharmaceutical companies – фармацевтические компании
  ­ diversity of wildlife – разнообразие живой природы
  ­ a fading economy – увядающая экономика
Practice the following for pronunciation.
Proper names: Germany, the USA, France, the Netherlands, Aberdeen, Fraserburgh, Granton, Labrador, Newfoundland, Greenland, Iceland, Newcastle,  Lancashire, Yorkshire, Glasgow, Cardiff, Bristol, Birmingham, Coventry, Sheffield, North Yorkshire. 
VOCABULARY EXERCISES

I. Choose the word corresponding to the definition from those listed below: 
• an organization that provides various financial services, for example keeping or lending money;
 • the relationship between production, trade and the supply of money in a particular country or region;
•  the science or practice of farming;
• a product or service that is brought into one country from another;
•  the selling and transporting of goods to another country;
• a place from which an organization or a military operation is controlled;
•  a thick liquid that is found in rock underground;
• the business or industry of producing goods in large quantities in factories;
• a hard black mineral that is found below the ground and burnt to produce heat;
•  the act of putting money or thing in smth.;
•  any substance like air that is neither a solid nor a liquid;
•  the sport or business of catching fish.
(import, export, economy, investment, agriculture, fishing, coal, gas, oil, manufacturing,  the headquarters,  bank).



II. Suggest English equivalents for the Russian parts. Read the whole sentence and translate it into Russian.
1. Primary industries are those that exploit raw materials: (сельское хозяйство, рыбная ловля, горная и нефтяная промышденность, ) and so on. 
2. Britain has many types of farming; ranging from (скотоводство) in Scotland and (овцеводство) in the mountains of Wales to growing crops, mainly (пшеница, ячмень, овёс и картофель).
3. Britain has used traditional (мастерство) to modern methods to continue to produce those items for which it’s justly famous, such as (керамика, изделия из стекла, шерстяные и кожаные) goods.
4. Financial services such as (бухгалтерское дело, страхование и банковое дело) are very big business too.
5. Two hundred years ago the British economy seemed (непобедимый).
6. (Фармацевтические) companies are world leaders. 

III. Complete the following sentences, using the texts.
1. As in all European countries, the economic system in Britain is a mixture of……………..  and…………………………… .
2. With its many famous institutions, such as………….,…………….  and ………….  the City has for over a century held a place of first importance in world trade. 
3. There are also large plantations of different …………. .
4. Cheap, available ………… was a major contributor to the industrial revolution 200 years ago.
5. ……………… is one of the most developed industries in Great Britain.
6. The biggest coal and iron mines are in …………..of England, near ……………., in ……………. and ……………; in Scotland near …………; in Wales near …………… and ………….. ..
7. Of great importance for Britain is ship-building industry. It’s concentrated in …………., …………, ……………, …………. and ………… ..

IV. Test-translation. Express the following in English, using the words and phrases from the texts.
1. Довольно долгое время Британия была торгующей нацией – ввоз, вывоз товаров, помещение денег за границей и получение иностранных инвестиций.
2. В 20 веке появились новые отрасли промышленности: электроника, радио, химическая промышленность,  оборудование дистанционной связи, авиация и авиационные двигатели, пластические и синтетические материалы – все отрасли являются основными экспортёрами.  
3. Существует большое количество внутренних капиталовложений: американские, японские, корейские, французские и немецкие компании выкупили британские фирмы и установили свои собственные заводы.
4. Традиционное отсутствие энтузиазма к работе является причиной того, что рабочий день, по сравнению с большинством европейских стран, начинается довольно поздно в Британии.    
5. Британцы ищут работу тремя основными способами: в газетах, в местных центрах занятости и благодаря частным агентствам по трудоустройству.     

ORAL LANGUAGE PRACTICE

I. Correct the wrong statements. Begin with:

 It’s not true to fact. It’s wrong. It’s false.  It’s not so. It’s true.

1. Britain imports most goods from Italy and the USA, then France and Japan.
2. British farms are small and not mechanized. 
3. The north of England is often called the “Garden of England”, because there are many gardens and orchards there.
4. Sea fishing is of great importance in Wales and in the north-east Northern Ireland. 
5. Since the 1970s huge quantities of gas and oil have been extracted from fields in the Irish Sea. 
6. Britain is now the world’s first largest producer of oil.
7. Great Britain produces a lot of wool, and woolen industry is developed in Yorkshire.
8. The best places to live in England, according to the life indicators, were the Lake District and south-east. 

II. Have a talk based on the texts. Make use of the following questions.
1. What is the economic system in Britain like today?
2. What is the national economy still mainly based on ?
3. Where does Britain import most goods from? What are the top export destinations of Britain?
4. Why has the City of London held a place of first importance in world trade for over a century?
5. Was the United Kingdom the first or the second country in the world which became highly industrialized? What are the primary industries?  
6. Is agriculture highly developed in Great Britain?
7. What are the main important areas of sea fishing in Britain?
8. Why is coal industry one of the most developed industries in Great Britain?
9. Does Britain produce oil and gas? Where have gas and oil been extracted from?
10.  Where was heavy industry mainly concentrated? What new branches of industry have appeared in the 20th century?
11.  Where are ship-building and woolen industries concentrated?
12.  What important areas are very important nowadays in Britain?
13.  What financial service is a very big business today?
14.  Why did the British economy seem invincible two hundred years ago? What countries were challenging this economic power?
15.  What were the reasons for economic decline in Britain?
16.  Does the British economy have positive or negative features today?

III. Watch the film “Work”. Translate the suggested video-information.  Discuss it, using the following questions:
1. Where do the British people work? How many hours do they work?
2. How can they find work?
3. What main branches of industry were developed in the 19th century and in the 20th century in Great Britain?
4. What is the biggest business in Britain today?
5. What do the British people like in their job? What don’t they like?
      






ADDITIONAL WORK

I. Read and translate the text. Give your impressions.

 Text for discussion
Money

Britain’s currency is the pond sterling, written as £ before a figure. A pound consists of 100 pence, written as p with figures. Pound coins are round and gold-coloured. They have the Queen’s head on one side and one of four designs, English, Scottish, Welsh or Northern Irish, on the other. The £2 coin is silver-coloured with a gold edge. Coins of lower value are  the silver-coloured 50p, 20p, 10p and 5p pieces, and the copper-coloured 2p and 1p pieces. All are round, except for the 50p and 20p pieces which have seven curved sides. Coins are made at the Royal Mint. 
Paper notes, which have the Queen’s head on one side and a famous person, e.g. Charles Dickens, on the other, are worth £5, £10, £20, £50.
A pound is informally called a quid, a £5 note is a fiver, a £10 note is a tenner. Scottish banknotes have their own designs. They can be used anywhere in Britain, though shops can legally refuse to accept them. To prevent  people forging paper money, designs are complicated and difficult to copy.
The decimal system now in use in Britain replaced the old pounds, shilling and pence in 1971. 
Formerly British money was in pounds, shillings and pence. There were 12 pence or pennies in a shilling, and 20 shillings in a pound.
Gold guinea coins were used in the 18th century and were worth 21 shillings. Until 1971 prices were often set in guineas instead of pounds for luxury items, such as antiques and jewellery, for the fees of doctors, lawyers, etc., and at auctions, though the guinea coin had long since gone out of circulation. Some racehorses are still auctioned in guineas.
On 1 January 1999 the euro system was introduced in 11 countries of the European Union. Britain chose not to be part of this first group and no date was fixed for Britain to start using the euro. However, many British businesses have euro bank accounts so as to be able to pay for goods and be paid in euros and many shops in Britain accept payment  in euros. 

Text for translation


II. Read the text, find in it the Russian equivalents of the following topical words and phrases:
a) the city of coal miners, the City Council, the deposits, shipyards, a steam turbine engine, competitors, the Newcastle Corporation, the civic centre, to play the tunes of, the Town Moor, without fences or hedges, the City Councillors, the Freemen.

 b) find the information about the following questions:
	-What is the main idea of the English proverb about Newcastle?
	-What problems does the city have nowadays?
	-Who are the Freemen?

Город шахтёров и корабелов
	Многие люди полагают, что в Ньюкасле живут одни шахтёры, потому что в обыденном сознании этот город ассоциируется с добычей угля. Есть даже поговорка в английском языке, согласно которой «возить уголь в Ньюкасл» - наиглупейшее занятие, поскольку там и своего угля хватает. Тем не менее, вопреки этой поговорке, муниципалитету Ньюкасла почти каждую зиму приходится  завозить в Ньюкасл тонны угля, потому что местные запасы  давно истощены, большинство шахт закрыто, а обогревать городские дома в довольно холодную, промозглую нортумберлендскую зиму надо. Сейчас там гораздо больше людей работают на верфях, чем в шахтах. Корабелы Ньюкасла первыми в мире стали использовать в качестве двигателя паровую турбину и благодаря этому опередили всех своих конкурентов, построив такие знаменитые в своё время пассажирские лайнеры, как «Мавритания».
	В Ньюкасле живёт около 250 000 человек; это большой город, и потому глава городской администрации (она здесь называется Корпорацией Ньюкасла) носит титул лорда-мэра. Корпорация размещается в огромном новом здании, занимающем целый квартал в центре города, и здание это, как и в других английских городах, называется гражданским центром. На башне центра – колокола, вызванивающие в определённое время суток различные мелодии Нортумберленда – графства, административным центром которого является Ньюкасл.
	Из окон кабинета лорда-мэра можно видеть место, называемое Городской пустошью, - большое открытое зелёное пространство. Его нельзя назвать парком, потому что  там нет ни аллей, ни клумб с цветами, ни других парковых атрибутов. Место это больше похоже на северную ферму, только не огороженную. Это впечатление ещё больше усиливается, когда видишь овец или даже корову, пасущуюся на территории Городской пустоши. Члены городской администрации, а также некоторые особо важные граждане Ньюкасла носят почётный титул Вольных людей. «Вольные» граждане «вольны» делать в городе всё что угодно, в том числе пасти свою корову на городской пустоши – прямо под окнами муниципалитета.   
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