Today, scientists are leading a new revolution in understanding the roots of language. While linguistic pioneer Noam Chomsky and his followers have focused on language as a psychological phenomenon, a small band of renegade scholars is revealing how languages are a product of cultural evolution. Sifting through modern tongues for linguistic "fossils" in the form of common words and grammatical structures, these "linguistic paleoanthropologists", many of whom have worked in obscurity in the Soviet Union, are reconstructing the pathways by which the world's roughly 5,000 languages arose from a handful of ancient "mother" tongues. A few radical linguists have gone even further, claiming they have reconstructed pieces of the mother of them all: The original language spoken at the dawn of the human species.

These linguistic findings are a windfall for archaeologists, anthropologists and other social scientists who are trying to piece together the story of the peopling of the earth. "We've come to realize", says Alexis Manaster Ramer, a researcher at Wayne State University in Detroit, "that a lot of the answers to the big questions lie in something you might call anthro-psycho-socio-linguistics". Language is an integral part of the cultural glue that binds people together and signals their presence. Tracing the evolution of language can reveal how ancient peoples migrated into new lands, for instance, just as reconstructing the vocabularies of lost languages can give researchers clues to what ancient people saw, ate and thought, or how one culture coexisted - or collided - with another. The new linguistic findings also neatly dovetail with conclusions drawn from a very different area of evolutionary research. Comparisons of human genes worldwide have produced a "family tree" of the human race whose branches closely mirror the branching of languages proposed by linguists, leading to the startling suggestion that all people - and perhaps all languages - are descended from a tiny population that lived in Africa some 200,000 years ago.
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III. Лексические упражнения

Посмотрите в словаре все имеющиеся значения для следу​ющих трех глаголов и переведите на русский язык предло​жения с этими глаголами:

to draw

Не always draws in pencil.

The chimney draws badly.

Let the tea draw.

Let's draw for seats.

Draw the curtains.

The bright flower drew her eye.

They drew a confession from him.

It's always difficult to draw him into a conversation.

The match was drawn.

Like (draws) to like.

to drive

Who is going to drive?

Can you drive a car?

He was driving at a great speed.

This machine is driven by electricity.

Drive a nail into this wall.

He was driven to lie.

They drove him into lying (to lie).

What are you driving at?

You' re driving me mad.

The rain was driving in our faces.

to drop

The wind is dropping.

His voice dropped.

Our correspondence dropped.

Let's drop the subject!

Will you, please, drop a word for me.

19
Where shall I drop you?

He dropped dead.

He is ready to drop.

Drop me a line when you get there.

You could hear a pin drop.


ЗАНЯТИЕ 5 
I. Предтекстовые упражнения

1.
Определите функции инфинитива в следующих предложениях и переведите предложения на русский язык:

· They used written records to establish and conserve power.
· Most early writing systems evolved over time to become instruments of the common man.
>   A new sign had to be added for each object.

>  Gradually, symbols expanded in meaning to become «ideograms».

>   This writing system was based on phonetics, affording a simple means to write anything that could be spoken.

· They found words made only of consonants difficult to decipher.
· It gave individuals of any social class the opportunity to express themselves.
2. Найдите в словаре следующие слова  и установите их
контекстуальное значение:

cuneiform, reed, sprout, simplistic, burdensome, accessible, scribe, inkling, intricate.

3.  Правильно прочитайте вслух следующие слова и дайте их русские соответствия:

poetry, elite, ceremony, method, idea, alphabet, debate, individual, democracy.

4.  Какие из следующих однокоренных слов Вы знаете?

to record, record, recordation, recordative, recorder, recording, recordist, recordsman.
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