II. Текст
FROM TAX AUDITS TO POETRY

By Joannie M.Schrof

Since the time of the first cave drawings in 35,000 B.C., humans have revealed their nature by scratching, painting and otherwise representing the world around them. But not until 3 200 B.C., with the rise of the first city-states in Mesopotamia, did rulers show a need for intricate records of taxation, tributes and inventories - and for an elaborate system of symbols for communicating. Called cuneiform, the first writing was made with sharpened reeds that cut wedge-shaped symbols into soft clay. With a vocabulary of more than 2,000 signs, it was used not only for bookkeeping but also for medical prescriptions, epic tales and religious writings.

Although cuneiform is the earliest known writing, several other systems sprouted up independently throughout the world, looking very different from one another in many ways but sharing common features that suggest why and how man invented writing. The birth of most writing systems coincided with the rise of a state in which a dominating elite used written records to establish and conserve power. In Egypt, for example, early writings depicted a leader receiving tributes from the masses, and in China some of the earliest documents are construction records for huge public monuments. In central America, Mayan writings commemorated seasonal ceremonies and royal conquests.

While early writing systems were developed by and for the elite, however, most evolved over time to become instruments of the common man. Writing systems tended to start out as "pictographic"; that is, drawings of the sun, oxen or rain signified those objects. Although this method seems simplistic, in fact a new sign had to be added for each object, rendering vocabularies burdensome and accessible only to scribes who made writing their life's work. Gradually, symbols expanded in meaning to become "ideograms", representing ideas associated with objects. The sign for sun came also to mean heat or light, for example.

Eventually, symbols were used phonetically; the signs for bee and leaf, for instance, were combined to mean belief. This early type of linguistic pun simplified both writing and reading, and at the same time made communication of more abstract ideas possible.
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It was not until 1 500 B.C. and the invention of the first true alphabet, Old Canaanite, that written communication became readily available to the masses. For the first time, a writing system was based purely on phonetics, affording a simple means to write anything that could be spoken. Moreover, one could master the 22 to 32 symbols of the early alphabets in a matter of days or weeks, in contrast to the years it took to master earlier systems. But because the earliest alphabets lacked vowels, they still posed a problem for the average reader, who found words made only of consonants difficult to decipher. For instance, the word dbt could mean debt, or debit, or doubt, or debut. The Greeks introduced vowels in 740 B.C., clarifying written text and allowing anyone to record debates, speeches, personal thoughts and ideas. The alphabet transformed writing into a tool that gave individuals of any social class the opportunity to express themselves, and most scholars conclude its invention was inseparable from the first inklings of democracy and the birth of poetry.

III. Лексические упражнения

Посмотрите в словаре все имеющиеся значения для следу​ющих трех глаголов и переведите на русский язык предложе​ния с этими глаголами:

to fly

How time flies!

The dog flew at the robber.

He flew into a rage.

The door flew open.

The cup flew into pieces.

He flies high (low).

The wine (the blood) flew to his head.

This would fly in the face of all common sense.

He sent the book flying at me.

The devil flies away with you!

to fall

His voice fell to a whisper.

 The old man fell into a deep sleep at once.
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The student fell asleep over the book.

 He fell into a doze. 

She fell in love. 

It fell into disuse. 

The responsibility falls on him. 

He fell ill with fever. 

She fell silent.

 The soldier fell dead. 

The boy fell flat. (His joke fell flat). 

to follow

Wait and see what follows.

Monday follows Sunday.

Night follows day.

letter

Years follow one another.

Be sure to follow these instructions exactly.

Dinner was followed by a dance.

His plan was as follows.

He spoke so fast that I couldn't follow him.

      He thinks he is being followed.

ЗАНЯТИЕ 6

I. Предтекстовые упражнения

1.
Найдите в лингвострановедческом словаре описание следующих исторических реалий:

the Angles, the Saxons, the Anglo-Saxons, the Jutes, the Normans, Old English, Middle English, Modern English.
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letter
2.
Переведите на русский язык словосочетания с существительным letter:
business, registered, circular, general, brief, detailed, anonymous, love, open, personal, rambling, covering
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capital, small, initial, upper-case, 
lower-case, runic, code


3.
Переведите на русский язык следующие номинативные конструкции:

letter bomb, letter box, letter carrier, letter post, letter paper, letter book, letter card.

4.
Все ли следующие слова и словосочетания Вам известны?

spelling, a good (a bad) speller, spelling book, spelling reform, spelling rule, spelling error.
II. Текст
ENGLISH SPELLING AND HOW IT GOT THAT WAY

In England people often say that if the gods gave the art of writing to man, the devil probably gave the English people their terrible, illogical spelling.

What is the easiest way to spell? The answer is clear: when every letter has only one sound and every sound has only one letter. But in English...
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Where did the English language get such terrible spelling?

First of all the spelling of many English words seems strange because some parts of the English language have changed while other parts have not. For example, take the difficult English spelling gh. These letters give the sound [f] in enough; they do not give any sound in right and night, but show that the vowel is pronounced [ai] and they are quite useless in through and though. This spelling makes no sense in modern English, but it did a thousand years ago in Old English.

The Anglo-Saxons had a sound (like the Russian kx) which they spelled h. Wherever you see a gh in modern English you know that it was spelled h by the Anglo-Saxons and represented to them the throat-clearing sound. When the Normans came to England in 1066, they changed the whole system of writing and spelling,

The Normans did not have the Old English h sound in their language and had no spelling for it. So they spelled it in different ways, one of them being gh. Just when they were trying to find a single way to spell it, the sound itself disappeared. The difficult spelling gh which is left in a few modern words shows how the Normans tried to spell a sound which they did not have and which the English people have now lost.

Let's have one more example. Everybody who studies English knows the verb to answer, and often makes a mistake in spelling it. It is one of those words whose spelling makes no sense until you know why it is written that way.

The word in Old English was andswerrian, from and-, which meant against, and swerrian, which meant to swear. So in Old English the word meant to swear against. It was an oath against an accusation. To swear now means almost the same as andswerrian in Old English. But to answer is not so strong, and just means to reply.

So almost every strange spelling which has come to us out of the past has a history. The thing is that the Anglo-Saxons did not have a very good alphabet, although they wrote a little with Germanic letters called runes. When they got to know the Latin alphabet they found it so much better than runes that they learnt to write in it. First, of course, they wrote Latin, then they tried to use the same alphabet to write their own language, Old English.

But sometimes it was not so easy. Some sounds were not the same in Latin and English, Latin did not have the two sounds [p] and [Θ] which 
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we now spell th, and so the Anglo-Saxons used two old (runic) letters, p and ю, to represent them. These two runic letters have disappeared from the Modern English alphabet and Englishmen now use th for both these sounds.

The Angles, the Saxons, and the Jutes had the same language. But they pronounced the same words differently. Some of them, seeing a high place on the face of the earth, called it a hill, and other called it a hulle; the earth itself could be worlds, werld, or weorld. When the language was written the word was spelled differently because it had different pronunciations.

The result of all this is perhaps the most mixed up of spellings of all the languages of the world.

When a word is taken into English from a language which has a different alphabet the result is many different English spellings of the same word. A great Russian composer's three names may be spelled Peter, Pyotr, Petr, Piotr - Ilich, Hitch, Ilych - Tchaikowsky, Tschaikowsky, Tshaikovsky, Tschaikovsky, Chaykovski and various other ways.

Many people tried to reform English spelling to make it not so difficult, but almost nothing has been done   so far.

N.Webster, the American scholar, worked for it all his life and succeeded in changing only a few words - colour into color, for instance.

So Americans now write color, while in England the word is still spelled colour.

III. Лексические упражнения

Посмотрите в словаре все имеющиеся значения для следу​ющих трех глаголов и переведите на русский язык предложе​ния с этими глаголами:

to grow

Не has grown by 5 inches.

My son has grown out of his clothes.

It will grow out of use soon.

Our garden is grown with grass.

I grew to hate him.

He grew old (pale, rich, angry, fat, thin).
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It is growing cold (warm, dark).
 His hair has grown grey. 
He has grown a beard. 
The crowd grew rapidly.

to gain

She has gained 5 pounds in weight.

He has gained in strength.

You gained by the change.

What gained him such a reputation?

There is nothing to he gained by waiting.

One gains experience as one grows older.

to gather

The clouds are gathering, it will probably rain.

The boil has gathered and burst.

They have gathered the harvest already.

He tried to gather his thoughts.

She gathered her shawl about herself.

I gather he is ill.

His poems are gathered into one volume.
Suspicion was gathering in his mind. 
Tears gathered in her eyes. 
A rolling stone gathers no moss. (посл.)

ЗАНЯТИЕ 7
I. Предтекстовые упражнения

1.
Найдите в лингвострановедческом словаре описание следующих реалий:

Leicester(shire), Lancaster(shire), Lancastrians, the Red Rose, the Queen's English, the Queen's English Society. 

2. Расшифруйте сокращения: BBC, ABC, ABS, CNN, CBS, CBC.

3. Проверьте, все ли названия английских частей речи и членов предложения Вы знаете и назовите соответствующие им понятия в русском языке:

· части речи: noun, article, adjective (qualitative and relative adjectives), numeral (cardinal and ordinal numerals), pronoun (personal, possessive, demonstrative, reflexive, reciprocal, interrogative, connective, indefinite and negative pronouns); verb, adverb.

· члены предложения: subject, predicate (simple verbal predicate, modal verbal predicate, group verb predicate, compound nominal predicate), object (direct, indirect and prepositional object), attribute, adverbials.

4.
Вспомните, какие существуют возможности перевода на
русский язык союзов until и unless. Найдите в тексте предложения с этими союзами и переведите их.

П. Текст
ENGLISH LANGUAGE BEING LED ASTRAY

By Judith Judd

Shakespeare did it. School-leavers and university students do it. Now even princes, prime ministers and professors of English are breaking the rules of grammar. Even the Prince of Wales does not always speak the Queen's English.

Their failings are highlighted today by Professor John Honey, former professor of education at Leicester Polytechnic and now professor of
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