
Lectures 7-8. Changes in the nominal system in ME and NE

The grammar system of the language in the Middle and New English periods underwent radical changes. As we remember, the principal means of expressing grammatical relations in Old English were the following:

· suffixation

· vowel interchange

· use of suppletive forms, all these means being synthetic.

In Middle English and New English many grammatical notions formerly expressed synthetically either disappeared from the grammar system of the language or came to be expressed by analytical means. There developed the use of analytical forms consisting of a form word and a notional word, and also word order, special use of prepositions, etc. — analytical means.

In Middle English and New English we observe the process of the gradual loss of declension by many parts of speech, formerly declined. Thus in Middle English there remained only three declinable parts of speech: the noun, the pronoun and the adjective, against five existing in Old English (the above plus the infinitive and the participle).

In New English the noun and the pronoun (mainly personal) are the only parts of speech that are declined.

1.    Middle English

1.1. Morphological classification
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Nominative stin nama > Common case
Accusative stin naman —»>  Common case ston name
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Genitive stines naman > Genitive case stones names
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In Old English there were three principal types of declensions: a-stem, n-stem and root-stem declension, and also minor declensions — i-stem, u-stem and others. These types are preserved in Middle English, but the number of nouns belonging to the same declension in Old English and Middle English varies. The n-stem declension though preserved as a type has lost many of the nouns belonging to it while the original a-stem declension grows in volume, acquiring new words from the original n-stem, root-stem declensions, and also different groups of minor declensions and also borrowed words.
1.2.   Grammatical categories

There are only two grammatical categories in the declension of nouns against three in Old English: number and case, the category of gender having been lost at the beginning of the Middle English period. 
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Number

There are two number forms in Middle English: Singular and Plural. For example:
Case

The number of cases in Middle English is reduced as compared to Old English. There are only two cases in Middle English: Common and Genetive, the Old English Nominative, Accusative and Dative case having fused into one case — the Common case at the beginning of Middle English. For example:

[image: image14.jpg]sheep — sheep  (OL scCap — sccap)
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Thus we see that the complicated noun paradigm that existed in Old English was greatly simplified in Middle English, which is reflected in the following:

1) reduction of the number of declensions;
2) reduction of the number of grammatical categories;

3)
reduction of the number of categorial forms within one of the two remaining grammatical categories — the category of case. 
2. New English

The process of the simplification of the system of noun declension that was manifest in Middle English continued at the beginning of the New English period.

2.1.    Morphological classification

In Old English we could speak of many types of consonant and vowel declensions, the a-, n- and root-stem being principal among them. In Middle English we observe only these three declensions: a-stem, n-stem, root-stem. In New English we do not find different declensions, as the overwhelming majority of nouns is declined in accordance with the original a-stem declension masculine, the endings of the plural form -es and the Possessive -s being traced to the endings of the original a-stem declension masculine, i.e.:

Old English

Middle English

Nominative & Accustive

Common Plural

Plural ending
    -as

 ending   -es

Genitive Singular

Genitive Singular

ending
  -es
 ending   -s

Of the original n-stem and root-stem declensions we have in New English but isolated forms, generally referred to in modern grammar books as exceptions, or irregular noun forms. 
2.2 Origin of modern irregular noun forms

All modern irregular noun forms can be subdivided into several groups according to their origin:

[image: image13.jpg]Old English Middle Inglish

Singular fisc fish
stan ston
nama name

Plural [iscas {ishes
stanas stones

naman names



a) nouns going back to the original a-stem declension, neuter gender, which had no ending in the nominative and accusative plural even in Old English, such as:

b)
some nouns of the n-stem declension preserving their plural form, such as:
ox — oxen (OE oxa — oxan)

c)
the original s-stem declension word
child — children (Old English cild — cildru)

In Middle English the final vowel was neutralised and the ending -n added on analogy with the nouns of the original n-stem declension. This shows that the power of the n-stem declension was at the time still relatively strong. 
d) remnants of the original root-stem declension, such as: 
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c) "foreign plurals" — words borrowed in Early New English from Latin. These words were borrowed by learned people from scientific books who alone used them, trying to preserve their original form and not attempting to adapt them to their native language. Among such words are:

datum — data, automaton — automata, axis — axes, etc.

It should be noted that when  in the course of further history these words entered the  language  of the whole people,  they tended to add regular plural endings, which gave rise to such doublets as:

molecula — moleculae and moleculas, formula — formulae and formulas, antenna — antennae and antennas, the irregular form being reserved for the scientific style. 
2.3. Grammatical categories

The category of gender is formal, traditional already in Old English; in Middle English and New English nouns have no category of gender. The category of number is preserved, manifesting the difference between singular and plural forms. The category of case, which underwent reduction first to three and then to two forms, in New English contains the same number of case-forms as in Middle English, but the difference is the number of the nouns used in the Genitive (or Possessive) case — mainly living beings, and the meaning mainly the quality of the person who possesses something. 
the boy's book, a women's magazine, a two miles' walk

Inanimate nouns are not so common: the river's bank, the razor's edge

In Modern English, however, we observe a gradual spreading of the ending –s of the Possessive   case to nouns denoting inanimate things, especially certain geographical notions, such cases as "England's prime minister" being the norm, especially in political style. 
3. The adjective

Only two grammatical phenomena that were reflected in the adjectival paradigm in Old English are preserved in Middle English: declension and the category of number.

The difference between the Indefinite (strong) and the Definite (weak) declension is shown by the zero ending for the former and the ending -e for the latter, but only in the Singular. The forms of the Definite and the Indefinite declension in the Plural have similar endings.


Singular                            Plural
Indefinite
a yong squier

Definite
the yonge sonne          

 yonge

The difference between number forms is manifest only in the Indefinite (strong) declension, where there is no ending in the Singular but the ending -e in the Plural.

In New English what remained of the declension in Middle English disappeared completely and now we have the uninfected form for the adjective used for all purposes for which in Old English there existed a complicated adjectival paradigm with two number-forms, five case-forms, three gender-forms and two declensions.

As we have seen above, all grammatical categories and declensions in Middle and New English disappeared. Contrary to that degrees of comparison of the adjective were not only preserved but also developed in Middle and New English.
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It should be noted, however, that out of the three principal means of forming degrees of comparison that existed in Old English: suffixation, vowel interchange and suppletive forms, there remained as a productive means only one: suffixation, the rest of the means seen only in isolated forms. At the same time there was formed and developed a new means — analytical, which can be observed in such cases encountered, for instance, in the works of J. Chaucer, as: comfortable — more comfortable. 4. The pronoun

In Old English all pronouns were declined, and the pronominal paradigm was very complicated. In Middle English the system was greatly simplified and nowadays what remained of the pronominal declension is mainly represented by the declension of the personal pronoun and on a small scale — demonstrative and interrogative (relative).

The four-case system that existed in Old English gave way to a two-case system in late Middle English and in New English.
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As a grammatical phenomenon gender disappeared already in Middle English, the pronouns he and she referring only to animate notions and it — to inanimate.

The three number system that existed in Early Old English (Singular, Dual, Plural) was substituted by a two number system already in Late Old English. 
5. The article

The first elements of the category of the article appeared already in Old English, when the meaning of the demonstrative pronoun was weakened, and it approached the status of an article in such phrases as:

[image: image5.png]sé mann (the man), séo s (the sea), peet lond (the land)




However, we may not speak of any category if it is not represented by an opposition of at least two units. Such opposition arose only in Middle English, when the indefinite article an appeared. The form of the definite article the can be traced back to the Old English demonstrative pronoun[image: image6.png]sC



(that, masculine, singular), which in the course of history came to be used on analogy with the forms of the same pronoun having the initial consonant [0] and began to be used with all nouns, irrespective of their gender or number. The indefinite article developed from the Old English numeral [image: image7.png]


. In Middle English [image: image8.png]


 split into two words: the indefinite pronoun an, losing a separate stress and undergoing reduction of its vowel, and the numeral one, remaining stressed as any other notional word. Eater the indefinite pronoun an grew into the indefinite article a/an, and together with the definite article the formed a new grammatical category — the category of determination, or the category of article.

Lecture 9-10
1. Non-finite forms

A comparison of the verbals in Old English and in Middle and New English shows that the number of verbals in Old English was less than that in Middle and New English. At the end of the Middle English period a new verbal developed — the Gerund, in addition to the Infinitive and the Participle existing already in Old English. The Gerund appeared as a result of a blend between the Old English Present Participle ending in '-ende' and the Old English Verbal noun ending in '-inge'. From the Verbal noun the Gerund acquired the form (the ending '-ing(e)'), but under the influence of the Participle it became more "verbal" in meaning.

In the process of English history the Verbals are gradually shifting from the system of declension into the system of conjugation. Thus in Old English the verbals existing at the time: the infinitive and the participle could be declined. In the course of history the Infinitive (already at the end of the Old English period) and the Participle (in Middle English) lost their declension. And at the end of the Middle English and in New English they acquired elements of conjugation — the grammatical categories of order, voice and aspect (the infinitive) and the grammatical categories of order and voice (the participle and the gerund). The Old English preposition to preceding the Dative case of the infinitive loses its independent meaning and functions simply as a grammatical particle showing that the Verbal is an Infinitive.

But even in Modern English we can find such contexts where the form of the verbal is active, though the meaning is passive: 
e.g. The book is worth reading.

The coat needs ironing. 
or the non-perfect form expresses order, i.e.   is used to express events that took place prior to the action of the finite form of the verbs: 
e.g. I remember doing...

I thanked him for bringing the happy tidings. 
Such phenomena reflect the previous stage of the development of the English language, when the given verbals were indifferent to voice and order.

2. Morphological classification of verbs in Middle and New English

2.1. Strong verbs

In New English, however, the original regularity that was observed in the group of strong verbs in Old English and partly in Middle English is no longer felt due to the following:

1) Splitting of original classes into subclasses, for example:
Old English
New English
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2)
Some strong verbs of one class entering another class. Thus, the Old
English verb of the 5th class:

[image: image10.png]sprecan— sprec — Spra@con — sprecen




passed into the 5th class in Middle English with the forms

speken — spak — speken — spoken on analogy with such verbs as

stelen — stal — stelen — stolen.

Chronological divisions in the history of English (by Rostorguyeva)

The historical development of a language is a continuous uninterrupted process without sudden breaks or rapid transformations. The commonly accepted, traditional Periodisation divides English history into three periods: Old English (OE), Middle English (ME) and New English (NE). the following Periodisation of English history is based on the conventional three periods; it subdivides the history of the English language into seven periods differing in linguistic situation and the nature of linguistic changes.

The first period, which may be termed Early Old English, lasts from the West Germanic invasion of Britain till the beginning of writing, that is from the 5th to the close of the 7th c. It is the stage of the tribal dialects of the West Germanic invaders, which were gradually losing contacts with the related continental tongues. The tribal dialects were used for oral communication, there being no written form of English.

The second historical period extends from the 8th c. till the end of the 11th. The English language of that time is referred to as Old English. The tribal dialects gradually changed into local or regional dialects. Towards the end of the period the differences between the dialects grew and their relative position altered. They were probably equal as a medium of oral communication, while in the sphere of writing one of the dialects, West Saxon, had gained supremacy over the other dialects. The language of this period is usually described synchronically and is treated as a more or less stable system.

The third period, known as Early Middle English, starts after 1066, the year of the Norman Conquest, and covers the 12th, 13th and half of the 14th c. It was the stage of the greatest dialectal divergence caused by the feudal system and by foreign influences -Scandinavian and French. The dialectal division of present-day English owes its origin to this period of history. Under Norman rule the official language in England was French, or rather its variety called Anglo-French or Anglo-Norman; it was also the dominant language of literature.

The fourth period - from the later 14th c. till the end of the 15th - embraces the age of Chaucer, the greatest English medieval writer and forerunner of the English Renaissance. We may call it Late or Classical Middle English. It was the time of the restoration of English to the position of the state and literary language and the time of literary flourishing. The main dialect used in writing and literature was the mixed dialect of London. The literary authority of other dialects was gradually overshadowed by the prestige of the London written language.

The fifth period is called Early New English, lasted from the introduction of printing to the age of Shakespeare. The first printed book in English was published by William Caxton in 1475. It was a time of great historical consequence: under the growing capitalist system the country became economically and politically unified. Caxton's English of the printed books was a sort of bridge between the London literary English of the ME period and the language of the Literary Renaissance. This period was also a time of sweeping changes at all levels, in the first place lexical and phonetic. The growth of the vocabulary was a natural reflection of the progress of culture in the new, bourgeois society.

The sixth period extends from the mid-17th c. to the close of the 18th c. In the history of the language it is often called "the age of normalization and correctness", in the history of literature - the "neoclassical" age. It is essential that during the 18th c. literary English differentiated into distinct styles, which is a property of a mature literary language. The 18th c. has been called the period of "fixing the pronunciation". The great sound shifts were over and pronunciation was being stabilized. Word usage and grammatical construction were subjected to restriction and normalization.

The English language of the 19th and 20th c. represents the seventh period in the history of English. It is called Late New English or Modern English. The classical language of literature was strictly distinguished from the local dialects and the dialects of lower social rank. The dialects were used in oral communication and, as a rule, had no literary tradition. The 20th c. witnessed considerable intermixture of dialects. The local dialects were retreated and displaced by Standard English. The English vocabulary has grown on an unprecedented scale reflecting the rapid progress of technology, science and culture and other multiple changes in all spheres of man's activity.

Germanic languages

Genetically, English belongs to the Germanic or Teutonic group of languages, which is one of the twelve groups of the Indo-European linguistic family There were 3 groups of Old Germanic languages: Eastern, Western, and Northern (Scandinavian) To now days only two of them have survived: Western and Scandinavian. Eastern group presented by Gothic written monuments has disappeared

The Germanic languages in the modern world are as follows:

Western group

English - in Great Britain, Ireland, the USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the South African

Republic, and many other former British colonies;

German - in the Germany, Austria, Luxemburg, part of Switzerland;

Netherlandish - in the Netherlands and Belgium (known also as Dutch and Flemish respectively);

Afrikaans - in the South African Republic;

Frisian - in some regions of the Netherlands and Germany;

Yiddish - in different countries.

Northern (Scandinavian) group

Danish - in Denmark;

Swedish - in Sweden and Finland;

Norwegian - in Norway;

Icelandic - in Iceland;

Faroese - in the Faroe Islands;

Lists of Germanic languages given in books differ in some points, for the distinction between separate languages and also between languages and dialects varies. Until recently Dutch and Flemish were named as separate languages; Frisian and Faroese are often referred to as dialects, since they are spoken over small, politically dependent areas; the linguistic independence of Norwegian is questioned, for it has intermixed with Danish; Br E and Am E are sometimes regarded as two independent languages All the Germanic languages are related through their common origin and joint development at the early stages of history.

Common phonetic characteristics of the Germanic languages

All the Germanic languages of the past and present have common linguistic features; some of these features are shared by other groups in the IE family, others are specifically Germanic. 
Word Stress

It is known that in ancient IE, prior to the separation of Germanic, there existed two ways of word accentuation: musical pitch and force stress. The position of the stress was free and movable, which means that it could fall on any syllable of the word - a root-morpheme, an affix or an ending - and could be shifted both in form-building and word-building Both these properties of the word accent were changed in PG Force and expiratory stress became the only type of stress used In Early PG word stress was still as movable as in ancient IE but in Late PG its position in the word was stabilized The stress was now fixed on the first syllable, which was usually the root of the word and sometimes the prefix; the other syllables - suffixes and endings - were unstressed. The stress could no longer move either in form-building or word-building. 
Consonants. Proto-Germanic consonant shift

The consonants in Germanic look 'shifted' as compared with the consonants of non-Germanic languages. The changes of consonants in PG were first formulated in terms of a phonetic law by Jacob Grimm in the early 19th c. and are often called Grimm's Law It is also known as the First or Proto-Germanic consonant shift. Grimm's Law had three acts:

1. The IE voiceless stops [p], [t], [k] became Germanic voiceless fricatives [f], [th], [x]

2. The IE voiced stops [b], [d], [g] became Germanic voiceless stops [p], [t], [k]

3. The IE aspirated voice stops [bh], [dh], [gh] became PG voiced stops [b], [d], [g] without aspiration.

Another important series of consonant changes in PG was discovered in the late 19th c. by a Danish scholar, Carl Verner They are known as Venter's Law. Verner's Law explains some correspondences of consonants which seemed to contradict Grimm's Law and were for a long time regarded as exceptions. According to Verner's Law all the early PG voiceless fricatives [f. th, x] which arose under Grimm's Law, and also [s] inherited from PIE, became voiced between vowels if the preceding vowel was unstressed; in the absence of these conditions they remained voiceless. The voicing occurred in early PG at the time when the stress was not yet fixed on the root-morpheme. The sound 'z' was further affected in western and northern Germanic: z—>r. This process is known as Rhotacism. As a result of voicing by Verner's Law there arose an interchange of consonants in the grammatical forms of the word, termed grammatical interchange. Part of the forms retained a voiceless fricative, while other forms - with a different position of stress in Early PG - acquired a voiced fricative Both consonants could undergo later changes in the OG languages, but the original difference between them goes back to the time of movable word stress and PG voicing.
Changes in the system of vowels in the Germanic languages

Distinctive characteristics shared by the Germanic languages can be found in the system of vowels. In all IE languages there is a system of vowel change which is known as ablaut The term is introduced by J. Grimm "Ab" means reducing, "laut" - sound. Russian "воз" - "везу". "брать" - "беру". Ablaut can also be called vowel gradation. PIE had a general ablaut system that contrasted the following vowels in the same root. A short [e] could be replaced by a long [e:]. a short [o] could be replaced by a long [o:], or it could be omitted When a syllable had a short [e] it is said to be in the "e-grade" or "full-grade". When it had no vowel it is said to be in the "zero-grade". The phonological conditions which controlled ablaut have been partly but not entirely explained. A key factor was the position of the stress. Ablaut was inherited by Germanic from ancient IE. The principal gradation series used in the IE languages - [e~o] - can be shown in Russian examples: нести~ноша. This kind of ablaut is called qualitative, as the vowels differ only in quality. Alternation of short and long vowels, and also alternation with a "zero" (i.e. lack of vowel) represent quantitative ablaut. There maybe three grades of quantitative ablaut: full-grade (short vowel), lengthen grade (long vowel) and zero-grade (neutral vowel or loss of vowel).

Grammar characteristics common to the Germanic languages 
Form-building means

Like other old IE languages both PG and the OG languages had a synthetic grammatical structure, which means that the relationships between the parts of the sentence were shown by the forms of the words rather than by their position or by auxiliary words. In the early periods of history the grammatical forms were built in the synthetic way: by means of inflections, sound interchanges and suppletion. The principal means of form-building were inflections. The inflections found in OG written records correspond to the inflections used in non-Germanic languages, having descended from the same original IE prototypes. The wide use of sound interchanges has always been a characteristic feature of the Germanic group. In various forms of the word and in words derived from one and the same root, the root-morpheme appeared as a set of variants. The consonants were relatively stable, the vowels were variable. 

Simplification of word structure in Late PG. Role of stem-suffixes in the formation of declensions

Originally, in Early PG the word consisted of three main component parts: the root, the stem-suffix and the grammatical ending. The stem-suffix was a means of word derivation, the ending - a marker of the grammatical form. In Late PG the old stem-suffixes lost their derivational force and merged with other components of the word, usually with the endings. The word was simplified: the three-morpheme structure was transformed into a two-morpheme structure. The simplification of the word structure and the loss of stem-suffixes as distinct components were caused by the heavy Germanic word stress fixed on the root. Most nouns and adjectives in PG. and also many verbs, had stem-forming suffixes: according to stem-suffixes they fell into groups, or classes: a-stems, i-stems, o-stems. This grouping accounts for the formation of different declensions in nouns and adjectives, and for some differences in the conjugation of verbs. 
Strong and weak verbs

The terms strong and weak verbs were proposed by J. Grimm; he called the verbs strong because they had preserved the richness of form since the age of the parent-language and in this sense could be contrasted to weak verbs lacking such variety of form. From the verbs the terms were extended to noun and adjective declensions. The difference between these groups lies in the means of building the principal forms: the Present tense. The Past tense and Participle II. The strong verbs built their principal forms with the help of root vowel interchanges plus certain grammatical endings; they made use of IE ablaut with certain modifications due to phonetic changes and environment. The weak verbs are a specifically Germanic innovation, for the device used in building their principal forms is not found outside the Germanic group. They built the Past tense and Participle II by inserting a special suffix between the root and the ending.

Vocabulary

Until recently it was believed that the Germanic languages had a large proportion of words, which have no parallels in other groups of the IE family Recent research, however, has revealed numerous non-Germanic parallels for words formerly regarded as specifically Germanic. It appears that Germanic has inherited and preserved many IE features in lexis a well as at other levels. The most ancient etymological layer in the Germanic vocabulary is made up of words (or. more precisely, roots) shared by IE languages. They refer to a number of semantic spheres: natural phenomena, plants and animals, terms of kinship and so on Words which occur in Germanic alone and have no parallels outside the group constitute the specific features of the Germanic languages: they appeared in PG or in later history of separate languages from purely Germanic roots. Semantically. they also belong to basic spheres of life: nature, sea, home life. Also, there were some borrowing words from Latin and Celtic languages.
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