Laboratory Work No. 3
Homonymy
I. Find the homonyms in the following extracts. Classify them into homonyms proper, homographs and homophones.
1. "Mine is a long and sad tale” said the Mouse, turning to Alice, and sighing»It is a long tail, certainly." said Alice, looking down with wonder at the Mouse's tail; "but why do you call it sad?" 2. a) My seat was in the middle of a row. b) "I say, you haven't had a row with Corky, have you?" 3. a) Our Institute football team got a challenge to a match from the University team and we accepted it. b) Somebody struck a match so that we could see each other. 4. a) It was nearly December but the California sun made a summer morning of the season, b) On the way home Crane no longer drove like a nervous old maid. 5. a) She loved to dance and had every right to expect the boy she was seeing almost every night in the week to take her dancing at least once on the weekend, b) "That's right," she said. 6. a) Do you always forget to wind up your watch? b) Crane had an old Ford without a top and it rattled so much and the wind made so much noise. 7. a) In Brittany there was once  a   knight  called   Eliduc.   b)  She looked   up   through the window at   the night.   8.   a)   He had   a funny   round face, b) - How does your house face? - It faces the South.9.a) So he didn't shake his hand because he didn't shake cowards'   hands,    see, and    somebody   else    was    elected captain, b) Mel's plane had been shot down into the sea.10.
a)   He   was   a   lean,   wiry   Yankee   who   knew   which side his experimental bread was buttered on. b) He had a wife of excellent and influential family, as finely bred as she was faithful to him. 11. a) He was growing progressively deafer in the left ear.  b)  I saw that I was looking down into another cove similar to the one I had left.   12. a) Iron and    lead   are   base   metals,    b)    Where    does    the    road lead?   13.   Krkanius   invited   him   and   a   couple   of   the other   boys   to   join   him   for   a   drink,   and   while   Hugo didn't drink, he went along for the company.
II. On what linguistic phenomenon is the joke in the following extracts based? What causes the misunderstanding?
1.
"Are    your father   and    mother   in?"  asked    the visitor of the small boy who opened the door.
"They was in." said the child, "but they is out."

 "They was in. They is out. Where's your grammar?"

 "She's   gone   upstairs,"   said   the   boy,   "for   a   nap."
2.
"Yes,   Miss   Jones,   it's   true   my   husband   has   left his job. He thought it was better for him to enlist rather than to be called up. Anyway, he has burned his bridges behind
him."
"Oh, well, I shouldn't worry about that. They'll provide him with a uniform in the Army." commented the neighbour.
3.
"I got sick last night eating eggs."
"Too bad."
"No, only one."
4.
Husband   and   wife   were   enjoying   a   quiet   evening by their fireside, he deep in a book and she in a crossword puzzle. Suddenly she questioned him:
"Darling, what is a female sheep?"

 "Ewe,"   he    replied.    His    further   explanation    hardly soothed her.
5. "I spent last summer in a very pretty city in Switzerland."
"Berne?" 


  "No, I almost froze."
6. Officer (to driver in parked car): Don't you see that sign "Fine for parking"?
Driver: Yes, officer, I see and agree with it.

III.
a)   Find   the   homonyms   proper   for   the   following   words;   give their Russian equivalents.

1. band — a company of musicians. 2. seal — a warm blooded, fish-eating sea-animal, found chiefly in cold regions. 3. ear — the grain-bearing spike of a cereal plant, as in corn. 4. cut — the result of cutting. 5. to bore — to make a long round hole, esp. with a pointed tool that is turned round. 6. corn — a hard, horny thickening of the skin, esp. on the foot. 7. fall — the act of falling, dropping or coming down. 8. to hail — to greet, salute, shout an expression of welcome. 9. ray — any of several cartilaginous fishes, as the stingray, skate, etc. 10. draw — something that attracts attention.
b)
Find    the   homophones    to    the    following    words    translate    them into Russian or explain their meanings in English.
heir, dye, cent, tale, sea, week, peace, sun, meat, steel, knight, sum, coarse, write, sight, hare
c)
Find the homographs to the following words and   transcribe both.
1. to bow — to bend the head or body. 2. wind — air in motion. 3. to tear — to pull apart by force. 4. bear — a large, heavy animal with rough hair. 5. to desert — to go away from a person or place. 6. row — a number of persons or things in a line.

d) Explain the homonyms which form the basis for the following jokes. Classify them.
1. An observing man claims to have discovered the colour of the wind. He says he went out and found it blew.
2 Child: Mummy, what makes the Tower of Pisa lean?
Fat mother: I have no idea, dear, or I'd take some myself.
3. Advertisement: "Lion tamer wants tamer Hon."
4. Father: Didn't I tell you not to pick any flowers
without leave?
Child:   Yes,   daddy,   but   all   these   roses   had   leaves.
5.
Diner: Waiter, the soup is spoiled.
Waiter: Who told you that?
Diner: A little swallow.
6. The difference between a cat and a comma is that a cat has its claws at the end of its paws, and a comma has its pause at the end of a clause.
7. A canner exceedingly canny
One morning remarked to his grannie: "A canner can can anything that he can. But a canner can't can a can, can'e?"
IV. Do the following italicized words represent homonyms or poly​semantic words? Explain reasons for your answers.
1.
26 letters of the ABC:   to   receive   letters   regularly. 2.  no mean scholar; to mean   something.   3.   to  propose  a toast: an underdone toast, 4. a hand of the dock: to hold    pen   in   one's   hand.   5.   to   be   six   foot   long;   at   the foot of  the mountain. 6.  the capital of a country;  to  have a   big   capital   (money).   7.   to   date   back   to   year   1870; to have a date with somebody. 8. to be engaged to Mr.  N; to be engaged in conversation.  9.  to make a fire;  to  sit at  the fire(place).   10.  to   peel   the   bark   off the   branch; to bark  loudly at  the stranger.   11.  A   waiter is a person who, instead   of   waiting   on   you   at   once,    makes   you wait for him, so that you become a waiter too.
SYNONYMS

I. Find the dominant synonym in the following groups of synonyms. Explain your choice.
1. to glimmer — to glisten — to blaze — to shine — to sparkle — to flash — to gleam. 2. to glare — to gaze — to peep — to look — to stare — to glance. 3. to astound — to surprise — to amaze — to puzzle — to astonish. 4. strange — quaint — odd — queer. 5. to saunter — to stroll — to wander — to walk — to roam. 6. scent — perfume — smell — odour — aroma. 7. to brood — to reflect — to meditate — to think. 8. to fabricate — to manufacture — to produce — to create — to make. 9. furious — enraged — angry. 10. to sob — to weep — to cry.
II. The following sentences and jokes contain members of groups of synonyms. Provide as many synonyms as you can for each, explaining the difference between them; single out their dominant synonyms giving reasons for your choice.
1.   "Why is it,   Bob,"   asked   George   of a   very   stout friend, «that you   fat fellows are always good-natured?" "We have to be,"   answered   Bob.   "You    see,   we   can't either fight or run."  2.   Teacher was giving a lesson   on the weather   idiosyncrasies   of March.   "What   is   it,"   she asked,   "that comes in   like a   lion   and   goes   out   like   a lamb?" And little Julia, in the back row, replied: "Father." 3.  "Just why  do  you  want  a  married  man  to  work  for you,   rather  than   a   bachelor?" asked   the   curious   chap. "Well,"   sighed   the   boss,   "the   married   men   don't   get so  upset  if I  yell at  them."  4.   A   kind-hearted English Vicar    one    day    observed   an    old   woman    laboriously pushing a perambulator up a steep hill.  He volunteered his assistance and when they reached the top of the hill, said,   in answer to her thanks:   "Oh,   it’s nothing at   all. I'm   delighted   to   do   it.    But   as   a   little   reward,   may I kiss the baby?" "Baby? Lord bless you, sir, it ain't no baby, it's the old man's beer." 5. "The cheek of that red cap!    He    glared   at    me    as    if    I    hadn't    my pass." "And what did you do?"   "I glared back as if I had." 6. Comic Dictionary: ADULT — a person who has stopped growing at both ends and started growing in the middle. ADVERTISING - makes you think you've longed all your life for something you never even heard of before. BORE -one who insists upon talking about himself when you want to talk about yourself. FAME — chiefly a matter of dying at the right moment. PHILOSOPHER - one who instead of crying over spilt milk consoles himself with the thought that it was over four-fifths water.
III. Find the dominant synonyms for the following italicized words and prove that they can be used as substitutes. Are they interchange​able? What is lost if we make the substitution?
1. Never for a moment did he interrupt or glance at his watch. 2. The girl looked astonished at my ignorance. 3. Sometimes perhaps a tramp will wander there, seeking shelter from a sudden shower of rain. 4. I am very different from that self who drove to Manderley for the first time filled with an intense desire to please. 5. The stony vineyards shimmer in the sun. 6. The restaurant was filled now with people who chatted and laughed. 7. I've got a sister and an ancient grandmother. 8. A bowl of roses in a drawing-room had a depth of colour and scent they had not possessed in the open. 9. He saw our newcomers, arms wound round each other, literally staggering from the bus. 10. Chicken-pox may be a mild children's disease. 11. In a funny way she wanted to reach out for that friendliness as if she needed it. Which was odd. 12. It could be a dream world. So pretty, yet so sad.

IV. Give as many synonyms for the italicized words in the following jokes as you can. If you do not know any of them consult your dictionaries. 
1. "I hear there's a new baby over at your house, William," said the teacher. "I don't think he's new," replied William. "The way he cries shows he's had lots of experience." 2. A little boy who had been used to receiving his old brother's old toys and clothes remarked: "Ma, will   I   have   to   marry   his widow   when   he   dies?” 3. Small Boy (to governess): Miss Smith, please excuse my speaking to you with my mouth full, but my little sister has just fallen into the pond. 4. .A celebrated lawyer once said that the three most troublesome clients he ever had were a young lady who wanted to be married, a married woman who wanted a divorce, and an old maid who didn't know what she wanted. 5. Boss: You are twenty minutes late again. Don't you know what time we start to work at this office? New Employee: No, sir, they are always at it when I get here. 6. H e (as they drove along a lonely road): You look lovelier to me every minute. Do you know what that's a sign of? She: Sure. You are about to run out of gas. 7. Husband {shouting upstairs to his wife): For last time, Mary, are you coming? Wife: Haven't I been telling you for the last hour that I'll be down in a minute. 8. "Oh, Mummy, I hurt my toe!" cried small Janey who was playing in the garden, "Which toe, dear?" I inquired, as I examined her foot. "My youngest one," sobbed Janey.
EUPHEMISMS

I.
Reread    Ch.    11    and   find   the    euphemistic   substitutes    for    the following    words:    die,   drunk,   prison,    mad,    liar,   devil,    lavatory,   god, eat, pregnant, stupid.   Write them   out   into two columns:   A.   Euphemistic substitutes   for   social   taboos.   B.   Euphemistic   substitutes   for   superstitious taboos.

II.
Find   the   euphemisms   in   the   following   sentences   and   jokes.
Name the words for which they serve as euphemistic substitutes.
1. Policeman (to intoxicated man who is trying to fit his key to a lamp-post): I'm afraid there's nobody home there tonight. Man: Mus' be. Mus' be. Theresh a light upstairsh. 2. "Johnny, where do you think God is this morning?" asked the Sunday-school teacher. "In our bathroom," was the reply. "What on earth makes you say that?" asked the amazed teacher. "Because just before   I   left   I   heard   pa   say,   "My   Lord!   How   long are you going to be in   there?"   3.   The   doctor   had   an inveterate punster and wit among his patients.   One day he   was   late   in   making   his   rounds,   and   explained   to the incorrigible humourist that he had stopped to attend a   man   who   had   fallen   down   a   well.   With   a   groan of agony, the wit mustered up strength enough to murmur: "Did   he   kick   the   bucket,   doctor?"   4.   A   girl   was   to visit her serviceman brother at a military hospital.  While stopping   at   the   desk   of   the   officer   of   the    day    for directions to   the   patient’s ward she asked:   "Would   you kindly   tell   me   where   the   powder   room   is?"   "Miss," the   corpsman   on   duty   replied   with   dignity,   "this   is   a hospital,   not   an   arsenal."   5.    First    Student:   Great Scott! I've forgotten who wrote Ivanhoe.   Second Ditto: I'll   tell   you   if   you   tell   me   who    the   dickens   wrote The Tale of Two Cities. 6. So, for the love of Mike, come across   to   our   table   and   help   things   along.   7.   He   was high and didn't know what he was saying. 8.  "You never know with lunatics”, said the young man chattily.   "They don't   always   look   balmy,   you   know."   9.   "But   what   I mean was,   it sounds more like a   rather idiotic kind of hoax. Perhaps some convivial idiot who had had one over the eight." "Nine? Nine what?" "Nothing — just an expression. I   meant   a    fellow    who   was    tight."    10.    "Funny    old thing," said Lily Marbury indulgently. "Looks half batty to my mind." 11. "I think the fellow's half a loony. He needs some one to look after him."
ANTONYMS

I. Find antonyms for the words given below.
good, adj.; deep, adj.; narrow, adj.; clever, adj.; young, adj.; to love, v.; to reject, v.; to give, v.; strong, adj. ; to laugh, v.; joy, п.; evil, п.; up, adv.; slowly, adv.; black, adj.; sad, adj.; to die, v.; to open, v.; clean, adj.; darkness, n.; big, adj.
  II. Find antonyms in the following joke and describe the resultant stylistic effect.
 Policeman    (holding up his hand): Stop! 
Visitor: What's the matter?
P.: Why are you driving on the right side of the road? 
V.: Do you want me to ride on the wrong side? 
P.: You are driving on the wrong side. 
V.: But you said that I was driving on the right side.
 P.: That is right.  You are on the right, and that's wrong.
V.: A strange country! If right is wrong, I'm right when I’m on the wrong side.          So why did you stop me?
P.: My dear sir, you must keep to the left. The right side is the left.
V.: It's like a looking-glass! I'll try to remember. Well, I want to go to Bellwood. Will you kindly tell me the way?
P.:   Certainly.   At   the end   of this   road,   turn   left.
V.: Now let me think. Turn left! In England left is right, and right is wrong. Am I right?
P.: You'll be right if you turn left. But if you turn right, you'll be wrong.
V.: Thank you. It's as clear as daylight.
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