

E. CALDWELL
HANDSOME BROWN AND THE AGGRAVATING  GOATS
"If it's not one thing your Pa's done," Ma said looking all helpless, "it's something else. Sometimes I think I'll never have a minute's peace as long as I live."

She walked up and down in the backyard wringing her hands, trying to think of something to do.

The goats that Pa and our Negro houseboy, Handsome Brown, had brought home from our farm in the country were standing on top of the house chewing and looking down at us. The big billy goat had long white chin whiskers that made him look exactly like Mr. Carter who lived across the street.

"What in the world am I going to do?" Ma said, still walking up and down. "I've invited the Ladies' Social Circle to meet this afternoon, and if those goats are still up on top of the house when they get here, I'll simply die of mortification."

There were three goats up on the rooftop and two little kids; all five of them up there together looked like a lot of goats.

"William, tell Handsome to go downtown
 and find your Pa and tell him to come home and get those goats down right away," she said to me.

Handsome was clearing up in the kitchen, and what I had to do was to go to the edge of the porch and call him. He came out and asked me what we wanted. 

"The first thing I want you to do, Handsome Brown," Ma said angrily, "is to tell me what on earth you meant by bringing those goats here."

"I only done
 what Mr. Morris told me to do. Mr Morris said he wanted them goats2 bring home. You oughtn't to blame me too much for what Mr. Morris told me to do, Miss Martha."

"Why didn't you tell Mr. Morris he ought to ask me first, then?" she said. "You thought of that, didn't you?"

"Yes, mam, I thought of it, but when I got ready to mention it to Mr. Morris, Mr. Morris said, 'the devil you say', just like that, and that's why I ended up driving them here like I done."

Ma got madder
 than ever.

"Go downtown this instant and find Mr. Morris," she told Handsome, "and tell him I want to see him right away. Look in the barber-shop and the hardware store and every place he loafs until you find him. And don't you dare come back without him, Handsome Brown. I don't want to hear any excuses from you this time."

"Yes, mam, Miss Martha," Handsome said, trotting off to look for Pa.

The goats walked along the ridgeplate on the roof, looking down into the backyard at Ma and me part of the time and the rest of the time looking down the other side into the street. They had got up there by hopping from the woodpile to the woodshed, from there to the porch roof, then leaping up on top of the kitchen roof, and from there to the main part of the house. They were about two stories and a half high above us on the ground and it was a funny sight to see the three large goats and the two little kids walking Indian file
 across the top of the roof.

Ma shook her fist at all five of them and then went running into the house.

I sat down on the steps for a minute, but Ma came back and pulled me up by the arm.

"William, go out in the front and watch for your Pa", she said," and the minute you see him coming up the street, you run and tell me. The women will be getting here any time now."

I went around the corner of the house and stood by the front gate watching down the street. I did not have to wait long, because the first thing I knew I heard Pa and Handsome talking. They came walking fast.

"What's the matter, son?" Pa asked, looking up at the five goats on the rooftop. "What's gone wrong?"

"Ma says to get the goats down off the house before the women start coming to the meeting," I told him.

"That's easy enough," he said, hurrying around the corner of the house to the backyard. "Come on, Handsome, and get a hustle on
."

"Me, Mr. Morris, you're talking to?" Handsome said. Handsome was big and heavy and he could not walk fast. When he did have to hurry, he trotted.

"Hurry up, Handsome," Pa told him.

We got to the backyard and Pa studied the goats on the ridgeplate for a while before saying anything. He liked the goats just about as much as I did; and that was why he wanted them in town where he could see them every day. When they stayed out in the country on the farm, we did not see them sometimes for as long as a week at a time, because we did not go out there every day.

The goats had stopped walking back and forth on the roof and were looking down at us to see what we were up to.

"Handsome," Pa said, "go get the ladder and put it up against the porch roof."

Handsome got the ladder and stood it up the way Pa told him to. "Go up there and chase them down," - Pa said.

Handsome looked up at the big billy goat. He backed away from the ladder.

"I'm a little scared to go up there where that big billy goat is, Mr. Morris," he said. "He's got the meanest look​ing set of horns I ever looked at in all my life. If it's all the same to you, Mr. Morris, I just don't feel like going up there."

"Stop that talking back to me, Handsome," Pa said, "and go on up there like I told you."

Just then Ma came out, pinning the white starched col​lar on her dress that she wore when she dressed up for company. She came as far as the steps and stood looking down at Pa and me.

"Now, Martha," Pa said talking fast, "don't you worry yourself a bit. Handsome and me will have those goats down from there in no time. Handsome is on his way up there now."

Handsome was still backing away from the ladder. Pa walked over to where he was and gave him a shove.
"Hurry up and do like I told you," Pa said, shoving him towards the ladder again.
He killed all the time he could by hitching up his pants and buttoning his shirt, but he finally made a start towards the ladder. He climbed to the top and stepped on to the porch roof. Then he started backing down again.
"Handsome Brown," Ma said, running into the yard where we were, "if you come down that ladder before getting those goats off the roof, I'll never give you another bite to eat as long as I live."
"But, Miss Martha, I -"
"I've warned you once and for all," Ma said.
Handsome looked up at the goats, then down at Ma again, and after that he climbed up on top of the kitchen roof. When he had got that far, he looked down at us to see if we were watching him.
Just then Ma heard some of the women coming up the street. We could hear them talking almost a block away. Ma shook her finger at Handsome and ran inside to lock the inside door so the women could not get into the house.
Pa and me sat down on the woodpile and watched Handsome. Handsome had gone as far as the top of the kitchen roof. He looked awfully small up there.

"Don't you dare let one of those goats get hurt, or fall off," Pa shouted at him. "And take care that those little kids don't get caught in a stampede and get shoved off to the ground. I'll skin you alive if anything happens to those goats."

"I hear every word you say, Mr. Morris," Handsome shouted down. "I swear I never saw such a slippery place before. But I'm doing the best I can. Every time I move I'm scared I'm about to fall off on that hard ground."

He waited killing time to hear if Pa was going to say anything more. After a while he found out that Pa was not going to answer him, and he climbed towards the main roof. When he got to the top, he gave one more look down at the ground. He shut his eyes when he saw it and did not look down at us again.

"Take care those goats don't get hurt," Pa shouted.

"Yes, sir, Mr. Morris," Handsome said, sounding far off. "I'm taking the best care I can."

He got to the edge of the main roof and climbed on it. When he got there, he threw one leg across and sat astride.

The goats had gone down to the far end of the roof getting out of Handsome's way. Then it looked as if the billy had taken it into his head to come back of his own accord. When the billy started, all the goats came, the big one in front, the medium-sized ones in the middle, and the little kids behind. Handsome saw them coming, especially the billy, because the billy lowered his head until his horns stuck up in the air like lightning rods.

"Wait a minute!" Handsome yelled at the big goat. "Wait there a minute, I said!"

The goat kept on towards him. When he got four or five feet from Handsome, he stopped and looked Handsome in the eye.

While Handsome and the billy goat were up there staring each other in the eye, Ma came running out into the yard to see if the goats had been chased off the roof.

Just then the billy went flying at Handsome with his head tucked down and hooves flying out behind. He saw the goat coming at him in time to duck, but the trouble was that there was not any place he could go except flat​ten on his stomach.

"Look out, Handsome!" Pa yelled when he saw what was happening.

Pa jumped to his feet and started waving his arms at the goat. None of that did any good, though, because the goat flew into Handsome headlong with all his might. For an instant it was hard to tell what was going to happen, because after the billy had butted Handsome both of them sort of stopped short.

"Hold on, Handsome!" Pa yelled up there at him.

The next thing we knew, Handsome was coming down the slope of the roof backward, on the seat of his pants. He slid about half-way down, and then started spinning around like a top. We had no more than seen that when he left the roof and was coming down into the yard. The first thing we thought of was where Handsome was going to land. But before we knew what had happened, he missed the yard completely and was out of sight. He had gone through the well-cover like a bullet.

"My heavenly day!" Ma screamed. "Handsome's gone!"

Me and Pa tore across the yard
 to the well. When we got there and looked down inside, we could not see a thing at first. It was pitch-black down there. 
         "Answer me, Handsome!" Pa shouted into the well. "Are you down there, Handsome?"


There was no answer for a while. We leaned over as far as we could and looked down. At first there was not a thing to be seen, but slowly two big round white balls started shining down in the bottom. They looked as if they were a mile away.


"Can you breathe all right, Handsome?" Pa shouted down at him. "Can you see all right?" 


"I can t see a thing", Handsome said. "I've got as blind as a bat. I can’t see nothing at all".


"That's because you're in the bottom of the well," Pa told him.


"Is that where I am?" Handsome asked. "Lordy me
, Mr. Morris, I thought when I come to that I was in the bad place
. I sure thought I had been knocked all the way down to there. When is you going to get me out of here, Mr. Morris?"

"Grab hold
 of the bucket on the rope, and I'll have уоu out of there in no time," Pa told him.

Handsome caught the bucket and shook the rope until Pa leaned over again.

"Mr. Morris, please, sir?" Handsome asked.

"What do you want now?"


"When you get me out of here, you ain't going to make me go back up that roof again where them goats is, is you?"


"No," Pa told him, turning the windlass. "Them aggravating goats can stay on top of the house until they get hungry enough to come down of their own accord."


We had forgotten all about the goats, we had been so busy worrying about Handsome. Ma turned and looked up on the roof. She shook her fist at them hard. All of them had crossed to the other of the roof and were standing there looking down at us.


Just then fifteen or twenty of the women who had come to the circle meeting stuck their heads around the corner of the house and looked at us in the backyard. They had got together when they found the front door locked and decided to come around there to see what was going on. They had been able to see the goats on the roof when they came up the street, and they were curious to see what we were making so much racket
 about back there.
      "My sakes alive, Martha Stroup," one of them said, "what's going on here? Those goats up on top of your house is the funniest sight I ever saw!"
            Mа wheeled around and saw the women. She did not say a word, but her hands flew to her face and then she ran into the house through the back door. She slammed it shut and locked it behind her.
      Pretty soon the women went to the front door, but after they had knocked on it a long time, they gave up trying to get in, and all of them started down the street. They kept looking back over their shoulders at the goats on the roof and laughing loud enough to be heard all over our part of town.
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WORDS AND WORD COMBINATIONS
(TO BE REMEMBERED, USED IN EXERCISES,
OR WHEN RETELLING THE TEXT)
to walk up and down 
what in the world; what
on earth 
to die (of)
to clear up 
the first thing 
to blame (for)
to mention 
to come (to) 
at a time 
to be up (to) 
to be scared 
mean adj, v 
I- don't feel like doing
something 
to talk back (to) 
in no time 
in one's way; to get out of
somebody's way 
to kill the time

to loaf 
excuse 
part of the time; the rest
of the time 
to leap up

to shake one's fist (at) 
to hurry, to hurry up   
to warn 
once and for all 
to take care 
to do one's best 
to find out 
to look (out) 
to hold (on) 
to be busy worrying
(about)
what's going on 
to keep looking

they had knocked on it a long time, they gave up trying

EXERCISES
I. Practise the pronunciation of the following words:
aggravating, to chew, excuse, to excuse, whiskers,  mortification, especially, racket, ladder, wringing, loaf.
II. Answer the following questions:
1. Why had the goats been brought into the town?
2. What was worrying William’s mother in the whole episode with the goats?
3. What was there so funny about the sight of the goats on the roof?

4 In what way did Mr. Morris talk with his wife and what did he promise he and Handsome would do?
5 Why didn't Handsome feel like going up the ladder to the roof?
6. Why did William's mother lock the inside door when she heard the women coming up the street?
7 What did the billy goat suddenly take into his head to do?
8. At what moment of the chase did William's father warn Handsome to look out?
9. How did it happen that Handsome was suddenly coming down the slope of the roof,   not down the ladder?
10. Why was Handsome so scared when he came to and found himself in the well?
11. What did William's father decide to do with the goats?
12. What did the women do when they found the door of the house locked?
13. Why did William's mother never open the door?
lll. Use Complex Object constructions in your answers:
1. Why did William's mother want the goats to be taken down from the roof as quickly as possible? 2. What did she want Handsome to tell her about the goats? 3. Why did Mr. Morris want Handsome to get the ladder and put it up against the porch roof? 4. What made Hand​some try to kill the time? 5. What made Handsome finally climb up the ladder? 6. Where did they expect Handsome to land? 7. What did Handsome make William's father promise before he was taken out of the well?
IV. Answer the following questions:
1. What made William’s mother wish the goats would be taken down from the roof of the house? 2. Would she have been worrying about the goats so much if it hadn't been for the meeting of the Ladies’ Social Circle? 3. What did William’s father order that Handsome should do when he saw the goats on the roof of the house? 4. Why did Handsome wish he didn’t have to chase the goats? 5. Why was it necessary that somebody should shout directions to Handsome from the yard? 6. Would anything have happened if Handsome had been able to duck from the goat? 7. What did Handsome wish Mr. Morris would promise him before helping him out of the well?
V. Make up questions of your own, using the following words and word combinations.
to find out to hold (on) to give up 

to talk back (to) at a time 

to come (to)
to walk up and down 

to shake the fist (at) 

to be up to something 

in no time 

to get out of some​body's way 

to take care (of)
VI. Answer the following questions. Use the words given in bold type in questions of your own:
1. What is sold at a hardware store? 2. What does a barber do? 3. Whom do you call a loafer: a person who won't work or one who works too much? 4. When do you have to invent an excuse? 5. How many days does a leap year have? How many days are there in February in a leap year? 5. Why isn't it wise to do one's work in a hurry? 6. Who helps a hunter to chase a fox, a rabbit? 7. What were you talking about during the interval? Is it polite to talk back to somebody? Is it difficult to talk your friend into: going to a party, joining you in some game, reading an interesting book? 8. What towns do you pass on your way from Moscow to Chisinau? Is it a long way from Moscow to Tiraspol? Which is the shortest way between the two points? When do you have to ask people to step (get) out of your way? Why has all traffic got to make way for an ambulance or a fire-engine?
VII. Paraphrase, using the vocabulary of the text:
1. "You oughtn't to find fault with me when I only did what Mr. Morris told me to do," said Handsome. 2. "Look in the barber-shop and the hardware store and every place he wastes his time in," said Ma. 3. The goats had got up on the roof by jumping up on top of the kitchen roof first. 4. The father seeing the goats on the roof hastily walked around the corner of the house to the backyard. 5. The goats looked down at us to see what we intended to do. 6. "I'm a little frightened to go up there," Handsome said. 
7. "Me and Handsome will have those goats down from there very quickly. Handsome is going up there now," Pa said. 8. While Handsome and the billy goat were looking each other fixedly in the eye, Ma came into the yard to see if the goats had been driven off the roof. 
VIII. Translate the following, using the words:
a) time.
1. Сколько будет трижды пять? 2. Они сделали рабо​ту очень быстро. 3. Он пробежал дистанцию в рекордное (record) время. 4. Наше время истекло. 5. Хорошо ли вы провели время за городом? 6. Хорошо ли ходят ваши часы?
'
b) way.
1. До реки еще далеко. 2. Эту задачу можно решить (to solve) двумя способами. 3. Вот каким образом они решили этот вопрос. 4. Я видел, как он пошел этой доро​гой. 
5. Он достал билет на самолет и, таким образом, будет в Ленинграде через 50 минут. 6. Не стойте у меня на дороге. Отойдите в сторону, иначе мне трудно про​нести этот поднос. 7. Далеко ли отсюда до города? Ка​кой до него кратчайший путь?
с) talk.
1. Мы обычно говорим о музыке, когда они приходят. 2. Кстати о музыке, какие произведения Прокофьева вам больше всего нравятся? 3. Удалось ли вам уговорить ее вступить в наше спортивное общество?
IX. Give English equivalents to the following words and word combi​nations.
In what situations were they used in the text? Use them in sentences of your own:
очень быстро
осторожно
прыгать
Что вы задумали? 
убивать время раз 
и навсегда
пойти на пользу 
часть времени 

остальное время 

быть занятым 

Что происходит? 
предупредить 
заботиться 
винить

торопиться 
возражать 

за один раз 

любопытный 

быть напуганным 

оправдание 

умереть от 

прийти в сознание
X. Choose the appropriate word from those in brackets:
1. Ma looked (helplessly, helpless). 2. She said (angrily, angry): "What do you mean by bringing those goats here?" 3. The goats were (staying, standing) on top of the house. 4. The goats usually (stayed, stood) out in the country. 5. The whiskers made the billy goat (to loolk, look) exactly like Mr. Carter. 6. Find your Pa and (say, tell, speak) him to come home. 7. I mentioned (about it, it) to Mr. Morris. 8. Look for him (before, until) you find him. 9. If you come down (before, until) you get those goats off the roof, I'll never give you another bite. 10. Handsome shook the rope (before, until) Pa leaned over again. 11. Handsome went off to look (for, after) Pa. 12. Ma went (to run, running) into the house. 13. I didn't have (to expect, to wait) long, because Pa and Handsome came walking fast. 14. Pa (hurried, was in a hurry) around the corner of the house. 15. I'm (little, a little) scared to go up there. 16. There was nothing he could do (besides, except) flatten on his stomach. 17. We couldn't see a thing (first, at first, first of all). 18. I can't see (nothing, anything) at all. 19. We were busy (to worry, worrying) about Handsome. 20. She shook her fist at them (hard, hardly). 21. The women kept (to look, looking) back over their shoulders at the goats.
XI. Change into Indirect Speech:

1. Ma said: "I've invited the Ladies' Social Circle to meet this afternoon". 2. Ma said angrily: "What did you mean by bringing the goats here?" 3. "Go downtown and find Mr. Morris," she told Handsome. 4. "What's the matter, son?" Pa asked. 5. "I'm a little scared to go up there where the big goat is," said Handsome. 6. Ma said: "If you come down that ladder before getting those goats off the roof, I’ll never give you another bite as long as you live". 7. "I hear every word you say, Mr. Morris", Handsome shouted down. "I never saw such a slippery place before. But I am doing the best I can." 8. "What do you want now?" Pa asked. 9. "Those goats up on top of your house is the funniest sight I ever saw," said one of the women.
      XII. Compose questions and give answers, using

"I don't feel like... ing."
Model: 
 Do you want a cup of tea?
— No, thank you. I don't feel like having tea now, it is too hot.
XIII. Translate the following sentences and complete them:
Model: 
The first thing we thought of was .... 


The first thing we thought of was where Handsome was going to land.
1. Первое, о чем он нас предупредил... . 2. Первое, что она увидела... . 3. Первое оправдание, которое он придумал... . 4. Первое, что лектор упомянул... . 5. Пер​вое, о чем вам надо позаботиться... . 6. Первое, что нам надо разузнать... . 7. Первое, в чем нужно разоб​раться... .
XIV. Retell the story a) briefly; b) in detail; c) as if you were Mr. Morris, Mrs.     Morris, Handsome Brown.
� to go downtown — to go to the business section of the city


� I only done . . . ; them goats . . . (incorr.) — I have only done; those goats. Similar irregularities occur in Brown's speech.


� Ma got madder (coll.) — Ma got angrier


� walking Indian file — walking one after another in file


� get a hustle on (coll.) — start working quickly, hurry up


� tore across the yard (coll.) — rushed across the yard


� Lordy me! (excl.) — My God!


� in the bad place — in hell


� Grab hold — take hold


� we were making so much racket — we were making so much noise





