JEROME K. JEROME

THE TRAVELLER'S ONE FRIEND
(An Extract from Novel Notes)
Three of us, on the point of starting for a walking tour through the Tyrol1, once sent on our luggage by post to Innsbruck2. Our idea was that, reaching Innsbruck, after a week's tramp on two flannel shirts3 and a change of socks, we should be glad to get into fresh clothes before showing ourselves in civilized society. Our bags were waiting for us in the post-office: we could see them through the grat​ing. But some informality - I have never been able to understand what it was - had occurred. The suspicion of the postal authorities had been aroused, and special instructions had been sent that the bags were to be delivered up only to their rightful owners.
It sounds sensible enough. Nobody wants his bag deliv​ered up to anyone else. But it had not been explained to the authorities at Innsbruck how they were to know the proper owners. Three wretched-looking creatures crawled into the post-office and said they wanted those three bags - "those bags, there in the corner" - which happened to be nice, clean, respectable-looking bags. One of them produced a bit of paper, it is true, which he said had been given to him as a receipt by the post-office people. But in the lonely passes of the Tyrol one man might easily be robbed of his papers, and his body thrown over a precipice. The clerk shook his head. He would    like us to return accompanied by someone who could identify us. The hotel porter occurred to us, as a matter of course. Keeping to the back streets, we returned to the hotel and fished him out of his box.
"I am Mr. J." I said, "This is my friend Mr. B. and this is Mr. S".
The porter bowed and said he was delighted.
"I want you to come with us to the post-office", I explained, "and identify us".
The hotel porter is always a practical man. He put on his cap and accompanied us back to the office. He did his best: no one could say he did not. He told them who we were; they asked him how he knew. For reply he asked them how they thought he knew his mother: he just knew us, it was second nature with him.
They asked him how long he had known us. It appeared there was never a time when he had not known us. We had been boys together.
Would he kindly bring along, say, one undoubtedly respectable citizen who could vouch for our identity? The argument became a personal quarrel between the porter and the clerk. If he, the porter, was not a respectable citizen of Innsbruck, where was such one to be found?
Both gentlemen became excited, and the discussion pass​ed beyond my understanding. But I gathered dimly from what the clerk said, that ill-natured remarks concerning the porter's grandfather and a missing cow had never yet been satisfactorily replied to; and, from observations made by the porter, that stories were in circulation about the clerk's aunt and a sergeant of artillery.
Our sympathies were naturally with the porter: he was our man, but he did not seem to be advancing our case much. We left them quarrelling and the next morning we returned to the post-office by ourselves. The clerk proved a reasonable man when treated in a friendly spirit. He admitted the possibility of our being the rightful owners. His instructions were only not to deliver up the bags, and he himself suggested a way out of the difficulty. We might come each day and dress in the post-office, behind the screen. It was an awkward arrangement. And occasionally, in spite of the utmost care, bits of us would show outside the screen. But for a couple of days, until the British Consul returned from Salzburg4, the post-office had to be dressing-room.
Jerome K. Jerome [dзə'roum kei dзə'roum]
Notes
1. Tyrol (Tirol) ['tirəl] - a mountainous part of Austria

2. Innsbruck ['insbruk] - the capital of the Austrian province of Tyrol
3. on two . . . shirts - with only two shirts \
4. Salzburg ['sα:lsbə:g] - a town in Austria
WORDS AND WORD COMBINATIONS
(TO BE REMEMBERED AND USED IN EXERCISES,
OR WHEN RETELLING THE TEXT)
walking tour (through
some country) 

the idea was (is) that 
a change of (socks,
clothes) 

suspicion (suspicious, to 
suspect somebody of) 
sensible 

proper 

owner 

wrefehed-Iooking
a bit
to keep (to)
argument (to argue)
quarrel n, v
missing
sympathy   (to sympathize
with) 
screen 
awkward 
arrangement (to arrange)
EXRCISES

I. Practise the pronunciation of the following words:
clothes, receipt, identify, to bow, vouch, cow, sergeant, sympathy, awkward.

II. Answer the following questions:
1. What were the three friends starting for?
2. What did they do with their luggage and why did they do it?
3. Why could they not get their bags?

4. What happened at the post-office?   (Describe scene).
5. Why did the clerk refuse to give them their bags?
6. What did the chief clerk want?
7. How did they return to the hotel?
8. What did they want the porter to do?
9. What did the officials at the post-office ask the porter and what did the porter answer?
10. Why did the argument become a personal quarrel?
11. What could the author gather dimly from their quarrel?
12. What happened the next morning when the three friends returned to the post-office?
13. Why did the plan suggested by the clerk prove to be an awkward arrangement?
14. How long did the three friends use the post-office as their dressing-room?


III. Answer the following questions (which are not true to fact), giving both short and complete answers:
1. The three friends travelled by train, didn't they? 2. They took a dozen shirts and plenty of socks with the on their walking tour, didn't they? 3. There were no suspicions concerning   their luggage, were there? 4. The instructions did not sound sensible, did they? 5. They didn't   look wretched when they entered the post-office, did they? 6. Their bags were old and dirty weren't they? 7. They didn't produce any receipt, did they? 8. The three friends didn't keep to the   back streets, did they? 9. The three friends didn't tell the porter who they were, did they? 10. The clerk didn't ask the porter how long he had known the three friends, did he? 11. The missing cow wasn't mentioned, was it? 12. The clerk did not admit that they couid be the proper owners, did he? 13. The clerk did not suggest a way out of the difficulty did he? 14. It was not an awkward arrangement, was it?
IV. Answer the following questions. Use the words given in bold type in sentences of your own.
1. What did the three friends do when they were going to start on a walking tour through the Tyrol? 2. Why did they take only two flanel shirts and a change of socks? 3.
What sounded sensible enough? 4. Did anybody explain to the authorities how they were to know the proper owners? 5. What did the three wretched-looking creatures do? 6. What did one of the wretched-looking creatures produce? 7. What did one of them say about a bit of paper that he produced? 8. Why did the clerk suspect them? 9. Who shook his head and why? 10. Why did the three friends keep to the back streets? 11. What did the porter put on? What do you put on in winter when you go out? What do you put on when yоu go skating, skiing, when you go on a walking tour? 12. When did the argument become a personal quarrel between the porter and the clerk? When did you argue with your friend last time and what was it about? 13. Whom did the three friends sympathize with during the quarrel? 14. What did the clerk admit the next morning? 15. Who suggested a way out of the difficulty? 16. Why did the three friends have to dress behind a screen in the post-office? 17. Why was it an awkward arrangement? 18. What happened in spite of their utmost care?
V. Use Complex Object constructions in your answers:
1. What did the three friends want the clerk to do? 2. What would the clerk like them to do before delivering up the bags? 3. What did the three friends want the por​ter to do? 4. What did the clerk want the porter to do? 5. What did the author hear the clerk tell the porter dur​
ing their quarrel?
VI. Make up questions of your own, using the following words and word combinations:
a walking tour (through) a change of (socks,
     clothes) 
to wait (for)
to suspect somebody (of)
to rob (of)
to keep (to)
to put on
to sympathize (with) 
a way out (of) 
in spite (of)
VII. Paraphrase, using the vocabulary of the text:
1. They started to go on foot through the Caucasus. 2. They took only a pair of socks with them. 3. The man to whom these things belonged came much later. 4. The plan sounded reasonable. 5. He was pretty miserable after a sleepless night in the wet fields. 6. I could understand more or less that they were talking about their suspicions. 7. The last two pages were lost.
VIII. Give English equivalents to the following words and word combinations
In what situations were they used in the text? 
Use them in sentences of your own.
удостоверить личность
(опознать) 
держаться нецентральной
улицы 
спорить 
ссориться 
пропавшая страница
(вещь, человек) 
признавать 
сочувствовать кому-либо выход из затруднительно
го положения 
ширма 
надеть (шапку, пальто)
путешествовать пешком 
(по)
мужская рубашка
смена белья (носков)
подозрение
подозревать кого-либо в 
чем-либо
настоящий владелец
разумный план
никто не хочет, чтобы его 
чемоданы отдали кому-
нибудь другому
покачать головой
квитанция
IX. Choose the right word:

a) to put on, to dress.
1. She . . . the child and told him to wait for her the garden. 2. Don't . . . your coat, it's very warm outside. 3. She always . . . in black. 4. He liked . . . well. 5. . . .  your hat, it's very windy today.

b) owner, host, master (boss)
1. The . . . of the farm was only too glad to sell it this price. 2. Our . . . proved to be an enthusiastic fisherman and there were all kinds of rods in the house. 3. The . . . of these things could get them back only if he produced an official receipt. 4. The boy said that his  . . . made him work till ten in the evening. 5. We told our . . . that we had to catch a train and therefore could not stay supper.

c) occasionally, by chance
1. I got a ticket for the theatre quite . . ., a friend of mine being too busy to go himself offered it to me. 2. She got letters . . . but usually the postman brought only newspapers. 3. I found out . . . that he lived in the next street and decided to visit the old fellow. 4.  . . . they would come to his place and tell him about their old friends. 5. I met him quite . . . when I was hurrying to see off my friend and I had only time to write down his telephone number.
X. Change into Indirect Speech:
1. He asked: "How am I to know the proper owners?" 2. He said: "I want those three bags in the corner." 3. "I want you to come with us to the post-office," I said. 4. "We want you to identify us." we explained. 5. They asked him: "How do you know who they are?" 6. The porter ask​ed: "How do you think I know my mother?" 7. They ask​ed him: "How long have you known them?" 8. "You might be the proper owners," the clerk admitted. 9. He said: "You may come and dress behind the screen."
XI. A. Answer the following questions:
1. To whom were the bags to be delivered? 2. Did the clerk know to whom the bags were to be delivered? 3. How was the clerk to know who were the proper owners?
B. Translate into English:
1. Почему я должен был это знать? 2. Что же мне де​лать? 3. Кому нести чемоданы? 
4. Кто должен был спи​сать недостающие страницы?
XII. Change the following sentences according to the model:
Model: 


It happened that he was there at that mo​ment. 




He happened to be there at that moment.
1. It happened that he looked behind the screen at that noment. 2. It seemed that he did not suspect us. 3. It seemed that he sympathized with us. 4. It happened that the bags were not packed. 5. It happened that he did not know the proper owners. 6. It seemed that he had arranged everything. 7. It happened that he had found the two missing pages. 8. It seemed that it was a sensible solution.
ХШ. Retell a) an episode from the story; b) the ftory briefly; с) story in detail; d) as if you were one of the characters in it.
VIV. Topics for oral or written work:
1. Describe your own experience or something you have heard or read about walking tours.
2. What do you take with you when you go on a walking tour (when you go away for a holiday)?
3. The duties of a hotel porter.
