E. HEMINGWAY
A CANARY FOR ONE

The train passed very quickly a long, red-stone house with a garden and four thick palm trees with tables under them in the shade. On the other side was the sea. Then there was a cutting through a red stone and clay, and the sea was seen only occasionally and far below against the rocks.
"I bought him in Palermo", the American lady said. "We only had an hour ashore and it was Sunday morning. The man wanted to be paid in dollars and I gave him a dollar and a half. He really sings very beautifully."
It was very hot in the train and it was very hot in the compartment. There was no breeze coming through the open window. The American lady pulled the window blind down and there was no more sea, even occasionally. On the other side there was glass, then the corridor, then trees and flat fields of grapes, with grey-stone hills behind trees and flat fields of grapes, with grey-stone hills behind them.
There was smoke from many tall chimneys — coming into Marseilles, and the train slowed down and followed one track through many others into the station. The train stayed twenty-five minutes in the station at Marseilles and the American lady bought a copy of the Daily Mail
. She walked a little way along the station platform, but she stayed near the steps of the car because at Cannes, where it stopped for twelve minutes, the train had left with no signal of departure and she had only gotten on just in time. The American lady was a little deaf and she was afraid that perhaps signals of departure were given and that she did not hear them.
The train lett the station in Marseilles and there was not only the switch-yards
 and the factory smoke but, looking back, the town of Marseilles and the harbor with the stone hills behind it and the last of the sun on the water. After it was dark the train was in Avignon. People got on and off. At the news-stand Frenchmen, returning to Paris, bought that day's French papers.
Inside the compartment the porter had pulled down the three beds from inside the wall and prepared them for sleeping. In the night the American lady lay without sleeping because the train was a rapide
 and went very fast and she was afraid of the speed in the night. The Ameri​can lady's bed was the one next to the window. The cana​ry from Palermo, a cloth spread over his cage, was out of the draught in the corridor that went into the compart​ment wash-room. There was a blue light outside the com​partment, and all night the train went very fast and the American lady lay awake and waited for a wreck.
In the morning the train was near Paris, and after the American lady had come out of the wash-room, looking very wholesome and middle-aged and American in spite of not having slept, and had taken the cloth off the bird’s cage and hung the cage in the sun, she went to the restaurant car for breakfast. When she came bасk to the compartment again, the beds had been pushed back into the wall and made into seats, the canary was shaking his feathers in the sunlight that came through the open win​dow, and the train was much nearer Paris.
"He loves the sun", the American lady said. "He'll sing now in a little while".
The canary shook his feathers and pecked into them. "I've always loved birds," the American lady said. "I'm taking him home to my little girl. There — he's singing now".
The canary chirped and the feathers on his throat stood out, then he pecked into his feathers again. The train cros​sed a river and passed through a very carefully tended forest. The train passed through many outside of Paris towns. There were tram-cars in the towns and big advertisements on the walls toward the train. For several minutes I had not listened to the American lady, who was talking to my wife.
"Is your husband American too?" asked the lady.
"Yes," said my wife. "We're both Americans."
"I thought you were English."
"Oh, no."
"I'm so glad you're Americans. American men make the best husbands," the American lady was saying. "That was why we left the Continent, you know. My daughter fell in love with a man in Vevey." She stopped. "They were simply madly in love." She stopped again. "I took her away, of course."
"Did she get over it?" asked my wife.
"I don't think so," said the American lady. "She wouldn't eat anything and she wouldn't sleep at all. I’ve tried so very hard, but she doesn't seem to take an interest in anything. She doesn't care about things. I couldn't have her marrying a foreigner". She paused. "Someone, a very good friend, told me once, 'No foreigner can make an American girl a good husband.' "
"No," said my wife, "I suppose not."
The train was now coming into Paris. There were many cars standing on   tracks —brown wooden restaurant cars and brown wooden sleeping cars that would go to Italy at five o'clock that night; the cars were marked Paris — Rome, and cars, with seats on the roofs, that went back and forth to the suburbs with, at certain hours, people in all the seats and on the roofs.
"Americans make the best husbands," the American lady said to my wife. I was getting down the bags. "American men are the only men in the world to marry."
"How long ago did you leave Vevey?" asked my wife.
"Two years ago this fall. It's her, you know, that I’m taking the canary to."
"Was the man your daughter was in love with a Swiss?"
"Yes," said the American lady. "He was from a very good family in Vevey. He was going to be an engineer. They met there in Vevey. They used to go on long walks together."
"I know Vevey," said my wife. "We were there on our honeymoon."
"Were you really? That must have been lovely. I had no idea, of course, that she'd fall in love with him."
"It was a very lovely place," said my wife.
"Yes," said the American lady. "Isn't it lovely? Were you there in the 
fall? "
"Yes," said my wife.
We were passing three cars that had been in a wreck. They were splintered open and the roofs sagged in.
"Look," I said. "There's been a wreck."
The American lady looked and saw the last car. "I was afraid of that all night," she said. "I'll never travel on a rapide again at night. There must be other comfortable trains that don't go so fast."
The train was in the dark of the Gare de Lyons
, and then stopped and porters came up to the windows. I handed bags through the windows, and we were out on the dim longness of the platform, and the American lady put herself in charge of one of three men from Cook’s
 who said: "Just a moment, madam, and I'll look for your name."
The porter brought a truck and piled on the luggage, and my wife   said good-bye and I said good-bye to the American lady.
We followed the porter with the truck down the long cement platform beside the train. At the end was a gate and a man took the tickets.
We were returning to Paris to set up separate residences.
.
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WORDS AND WORD COMBINATIONS
(TO BE REMEMBERED, USED IN EXERCISES,
OR WHEN RETELLING THE TEXT)
to pass
occasionally
to slow down
to get on, off
deaf
speed
to spread
fast
wreck
in spite (of)
in a little while
to cross
advertisement
to fall in love (with)
draught

to be in love
to get over something
to take an interest in
something 

to care (about) 

to marry 

to pause 

lovely 

to hand 

in charge (of) 

to pile 

to set up 

separate
wholesome

I. Practise the pronunciation of the following words:
canary, occasionally, deaf, draught, wreck, restaurant,
cement, suburb, separate (adj., v.), pause.
II. Answer the following questions:
1. Who are the three main characters of the story?

2. Where did they meet?
3. Where was the train taking them?

4. Why did the American lady stay near the steps of the car when the train stopped in Marseilles?    
5. Why did the lady lie without sleeping the whole night?
6. Where was the canary from and where was the lady taking it?
7. Why was the lady taking the canary to her daugh​ter?

8. What made the lady persist in her decision never to travel on a rapide again?
9. Why were the author and his wife going to Paris?
III. Answer the following questions (which are not true to fact), giving both short and complete answers:
1. The American lady found travelling on a rapide very comftrtable, didn't she? 2. Trains always leave with no signal of departure, do they? 3. All through the night the lady slept soundly, didn't she? 4. The canary was a very dull bird, wasn't it? 5. The lady left Switzerland because the climate disagreed with her, didn't she? 6. The girl would get over her love quicker after she received the canary as a present, wouldn't she? 7. The young man the girl had fallen in love with was an American, wasn't he? 8. At the Gare de Lyons the lady was met by a number of friends, wasn't she? 9. The author and his wife were returning to Paris to buy a house, weren't they?
IV. Make up questions of your own, using the following words and word combinations:
outside the window 

to slow down 

to pull down 

to wait (for) 

to get off 

in a little while

to get (over) 

to fall in love 

to take interest (in)

to care (about) 

in charge (of) 

to set up
V. Answer the following questions:
1. Whom do you call a foreigner? 2. What is a truck used for at the railway station? 3. What are the duties of a railway porter? 4. When do you pull up (down) a window-blind? 5. What can be bought at a news-stand? 6. What are advertisements for? 7. What do you call a person who can't hear (see)? 8. What kind of cars are the restaurant car and the seeping car? 9. What does a train do when approaching a station? 10. What is a honeymoon? 11. What towns do you pass on your way from Moscow to Chisinau? 12. What river do you cross on your way from Tiraspol to Bendery?
VI. A. Paraphrase, using the vocabulary of the text (make all necessary changes):

1. The train went past a red-stone house with a garden. 2. The sea was seen now only from time to time. 3. Тhe train was a rapide and went very quickly. 4. The lady covered the cage with a cloth. 5. The train went across the river. 6. I passed the bags through the window to the porter. 7. The porter loaded the truck with the luggage putting one piece on another.
B. Paraphrase, using the words and word combinations from Ex. A.:
1. We meet occasionally. 2. Don't speak so fast. 3. Spread a clean cloth on the table. 4. Please, hand me the salt. 5. Will you step aside and let me pass? 6. She piled the kitchen table with dirty dishes. 7. The boat  crossed the Channel in a thick fog.
VII. Translate into English, using the following words and phrases given in italics:
to be fast, to hand (in), to cross off the list, to cross the mind, to pass the exam, the news spread, to spread butter (on)
1. Новость быстро разнеслась по городу. 2. Мои часы спешат на пять минут. 3. Кто-то вычеркнул его имя из списка. 4. Подайте заявление секретарю директора в среду. 5. Эта мысль мне уже однажды приходила в rолову. 6. Когда вы сдали последний экзамен? 7. Она намазала масло на кусок хлеба и дала его ребенку.
VIII. Give English equivalents to the following words and word combinations. In what situations were they used in the text? Use them in sentences of your own.
пережить
замедлить ход
влюбиться
распространять
нагромождать

интересоваться

через некоторое время

вручить

пройти мимо 

несмотря на... 

время от времени 

вовремя 

ждать 

отдельный
скорость
крушение
IX. Choose the appropriate word from those in brackets:
1. The porter piled the luggage on the (track, truck). 2. There is a (lovely, loving) village beyond the hill. 3. The lady (hanged, hung) the cage with the bird in the sun. 4. At night the lady (lied, laid, lay) awake. 5. The cage was hanging in the (draught, drought) in the corri​dor. 6. I have tried so very (hard, hardly) to interest her in something. 7. There were many cars (standing, staying) on tracks. 8. The train (stood, stopped) at Cannes for twelve minutes.

X. Rearrange the following sentences using must be or must have been   wherever required: 

Model: There must be other trains. That must have been lovely.
1. A car must (to slow) down when approaching a crossing. 2. She must (to get) over it by now. 3. She must (to be deaf); she didn't hear the signal of    departure. 4. We must (to get) to the station in time if we don't want to miss the train. 5. 1 have read much about this place in guide books. It must (to be)  lovely. 6. He must (to hand in) the application yesterday. 7. These cars with sagged'in roofs must (to be) in a wreck. 8. They must (to take) a great interest in these experiments I always find them in the laboratory. 9. He must (to get) off the train somewhere without our noticing it. 10. They must (to read) the advertisement, as they have rushed off to the.shop already.
XI. Make the following sentences emphatic:
Model: I am taking the canary to her. It's her that (whom) I am taking the canary to.
1. At the news-stand people bought that day's paper. 2. The train stayed 25 minutes at Marseilles. 3. The porter prepared the beds for sleeping. 4. The lady saw the last car. 5. There was a blue light outside the compartment. 6. The lady put herself in charge of a man from Cook's. 7. The lady pulled down the window-blind. 8. At the gate a man took our tickets. 9. The train was now coming into Paris.
XII. Paraphrase according to the model:
Model: She wouldn't eat anything and she wouldn’t sleep at all.
1. He refused to wait for me even for a little while. 2. She never came in time no matter how often she was reminded of the hour of the meeting. 3. He liked old paintings very much and didn't want to take any interest in the existing new schools. 4. This car was in a wreck. Its driver must have been driving carelessly and didn't pay any attention to traffic lights or slow down at crossing 5. She refused to cross the stream along such a narrow bridge without railings. 6. The children plied the traveller with questions but he refused to tell them anything until he had a rest.
XIII.
Compose a farewell letter (in 5—10 lines) which the girl wrote to the young man in Vevey explaining the reason of her departure.
XIV.
Retell the story a) briefly; b) in detail; c) as if you were
American lady.
XV. Topics for oral or written work:
1. Explain the title of the story. 2. Speak on the author and his wife. Imagine what their thoughts were on their way to Paris where they were to set up separate residences. 3. Speak on the American lady. (What was her role in her daughter's love-affair? How did she understand her role in her daughter's life?)
� 'Daily Mail'- the name of an English daily paper


� switch-yards-a special place near a railway station where trains are made up


� rapide [rα:'pi:d] (Fr.) - a long-distance fast train


� the Gare de Lyons ['gα: (r) 'də 'lič:ŋ] — a big railway station in Paris


� Cook's — a travel agency





