Unit IV: THE SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT IN GREAT BRITAIN
Lesson 1
The Legislative Branch of British Government 
The House of Lords and the House of Commons

Power in Great Britain is divided among three branches: the legislative, the executive branch and the judicial branch.
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The legislative branch is represented by Parliament which consists of two chambers: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The House of Lords consists of about 1200 members. The youngest of them, irrespective of the age, is usually referred to as “the Baby of the House”. The members are usually divided into two groups: “Lords Spiritual” (the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Archbishop of York, and 24 bishops of the Church of England) and “Lords Temporal”. Lords Temporal consists of hereditary peers of England and Scotland – dukes, marquises, earls and barons – who got their right to sit in the House from their ancestors and transmit their right to their eldest sons, “life” peers, who earned this title by their distinguished work for the country but they don’t have the right to pass it to their children, and 9 “law lords” – members of the High Court of Justice.
New peers are created by the monarch on the advice of Prime Minister. As a result, one third of the Lords today are not representatives of hereditary nobility but company directors, bankers, newspaper proprietors and other businessmen.

By custom, the Royal Dukes (members of the Royal Family) don’t attend the sittings of the House.

The Lords don’t depend on elections and can avoid “political football” typical for the House of Commons. The Lords are often looked upon as the positive conservative force that helps Britain to avoid radical changes in politics.
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The House of Lords sits for about 140 days in each session. The Lords have a right to suggest a bill. But, by tradition, the Lords never use the right, limiting their legislative activities by discussions and approvals of the bills prepared and passed by the House of Commons. Fifty years ago the Lords had a right of veto; they could prevent a bill from becoming a law. Now they have no right to veto a bill but can delay its becoming a law for a period of one year. There is one exception here – the Lords cannot hold up any “Money Bill”, i.e. the bill dealing with taxation.

So the Lords don’t make laws: they can only approve the laws made by the Commons. But the Lords have more power than the Commons, because the High Court of Justice is a part of this chamber. The head of this important body is the presiding officer of the House – Lord Chancellor himself. The modern House of Lords is a forum for public discussion. It’s the place where proposals for new laws are discussed in great detail  - much more detail than the busy Commons has time for – and in this way irregularities in these proposals can be removed before they become law. It’s argued, the Lords is a check on a government, its control of the Commons could possibly become too dictatorial. Most people agree that having two Houses of Parliament is a good idea and that House of Lords could have more useful function (without the hereditary element). However, at this time, nobody can agree on what would be the best way to reform the composition of the House of Lords and so it remains as a fascinating (but valuable) anachronism in a modern state.
The House of Lords is a chamber in rich tones of red and gold. The walls are lined with painting and with statues of the barons who secured the Magna Carta from King John in 1215. At the south end of the chamber is the gilded Royal Throne which stands opposite the chair of the presiding officer of the chamber – Lord Chancellor. This chair is known as the Woolsack –a cushion stuffed with wool from England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. This tradition of stuffing the chair of Lord Chancellor with wool dates back to the days of King Edward III (14th century), when wool was the main article of English export. Now it symbolizes what was once England’s chief source of wealth. The Lord Chancellor takes his place to preside over the sittings as the Speaker of the House of Lords.
The Canopy above the Throne represents the Cloth of Estate, to which Lords bow on entering. When the House is sitting, the eldest sons of the Peers, Bishops, who are not members of the House, Privy Councellors and certain other distinguished persons may sit on the steps of the throne. 
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The benches on the left are for supporters of the Government, and those on the right for supporters of the Opposition. The Liberal and Social Democrat Peers normally occupy the benches on the right nearest the Woolsack. The leading members of each party traditionally sit on the front benches. The Government side of the House, where the Leader of the House and Ministers of the Crown sit is known as the “Spiritual Side” and the Opposition side as the “Temporal Side”. 
There are 651 members in the House of Commons (most of them are professional politicians, lawyers, etc.). During important debates they remain in the House, and the sittings may go on until late at night. Members of the House of Commons are elected for five years. 

Important members in the House of Commons are the Speaker and the so-called party whips. (party organizers who arrange each day programme in Parliament and tell members when they must attend debates).
The Speaker is the Chairman or presiding officer of the House of Commons. He is elected at the beginning of each new Parliament. He cannot debate or vote with other members unless the voting is equal, in which case he votes with Government.

The party that wins the most seats in a general election forms the government and its leader becomes the Prime Minister, the head of the government. At present the Prime Minister of Britain is David Cameron, the leader of the Labour Party. He or she usually takes policy decisions with the agreement of the Cabinet of Ministers. The Power of the Cabinet, in its turn, is controlled by the Parliament, for no bill can become law until it is passed by an Act of Parliament. If the majority of MPs is for the bill it is sent to the House of Lords for discussion. When the Lords agree, the bill is taken to the Queen for the Royal Assent. The Queen signs, and the Great Seal is fixed. The bill becomes an Act of Parliament and part of the Law of Land.

GLOSSARY

Read the following words and word combinations according to the reading rules:

-symbolic occasions – символические мероприятия
-chamber, or house - палата 
-landowners - землевладельцы
-In the course of – в течение
-nobles - знать
-the Great Charter – Великая Хартия
-Acts of Parliament – закон, постановление парламента
-violent changes – сильные, насильственные перемены
- approval - одобрение
- democracy – демократическое государство
-to vote - голосовать
- compulsory - обязательный
- right –wing-  правое ( реакционное) крыло политической партии
- left-wing – левое крыло политической партии
- Royal Assent – королевская санкция (парламентского законопроекта)
- the Great Seal – большая государственная печать
- hereditary – передаваемый по насдству
- “life” peer – пожизненное звание лорда (дающееся на всю жизнь)
- lord spiritual – духовный, церковный представитель палаты лордов
- civil servant – служащий государственного учреждения
- The Lord Chancellor – лорд-канцлер (глава судебного ведомства и верховный судья Англии, председатель палаты лордов и одного из отделений верховного суда)
- Woolsack – набитая шерстью подушка, на которой сидит лорд-канцлер в палате лордов
- procedure - процедура
- Rod - жезл
- whip – парламентский партийный организатор 
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