Lesson 4

London’s Colourful Pageantry and Ceremonies

“London is a nation, not a city.” – Benjamin Disraeli
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Many traditional ceremonies have been preserved since old times and are still regularly observed. Such ceremonies in London attract many tourists. The London calendar is distinguished by many picturesque events and ceremonies, some of ancient origin. The most popular are the daily ceremonies. 

Changing the Guard

The Changing of the Guard is the most popular of London’s daily ceremonies. It takes place at Buckingham Palace and St James’s Palace every day at 11.30 when one set of soldiers guarding a royal building replaces another on duty. Then the symbolic ceremony of handing over the palace keys takes place between the two captains. The ceremony always attracts a lot of spectators because of special troops who wear colourful uniforms: scarlet tunics, blue trousers and bearskin caps. The ceremony is attended by one of the Regimental bands.


The history of the Foot Guards goes back to 1656, when King Charles II, during his exile in Holland, recruited a small body-guard. Later this small body-guard grew into a regiment of guards. 

The Ceremony of the Keys


The Ceremony of the Keys dates back 700 years and has taken place every night since that time. It was never interrupted even during the air-raids by the German in the Second World War. On one particular night, April 16, 1941, bomb blast disrupted the ceremony, knocking out members of the Escort and Yeomen Warders. Despite this, the duty was completed. 
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Every night at 9.53 p.m. the Chief Warder of the Yeomen Warders (Beefeaters) of the Tower of London lights a candle lantern and goes, accompanied by his Escort towards the Bloody Tower. In his hand the Chief Warder carries the keys, with which he locks the West Gate and then the Middle Tower. Then the Chief Warder and his Escort return to the Bloody Tower, where they are stopped by the sentry. Then comes the following dialogue:

Sentry: ‘Halt! Who goes there?’

Chief Warder: ‘The keys!’


Sentry: ‘Whose keys?’

Chief Warder: ‘Queen Elizabeth’s keys’ Sentry: ‘Advance, Queen Elizabeth’s keys; all’s well’. Having received permission to go on, the Chief Warder and his Escort walk through the Archway of the Bloody Tower and face the Main Guard of the Tower, who gives the order to present arms, which means to hold a weapon upright in front of the body as a ceremonial greeting to an officer of high rank. The Chief Warder takes off his Tudor-style cap and cries, ‘God preserve Queen Elizabeth!’ ‘Amen!’ answers the Main Guard and the Escort.  Only a limited number of visitors are admitted to the ceremony each night. Trooping the Colour
No ceremony is more popular than the ancient and mysterious ceremony of ‘Trooping the Colour’. This splendid and colourful event in honour of the Sovereign’s official birthday is held on the first or second Saturday in June. The route from Buckingham Palace to Horse Guards Parade, behind Whitehall, is decorated with banners and flags and lined with thousands of spectators, eagerly waiting to see the Queen heading the procession, dressed in uniform and riding side-saddle on one of her favourite horses.The troops, in full dress uniforms, are from the Household Cavalry and the Guards Division. Two separate mounted regiments make up the Corps of Household Cavalry which consists of the Royal Horse Guards and the Life Guards. The Royal Horse Guards, who were a regiment during the Cromwellian period, wear deep-blue tunics and white metal helmets with red horsehair plumes. The Life Guards, originating from the time of King Charles I wear scarlet uniforms and white metal helmets with white horsehair plumes. Both [image: image3.jpg]


the Royal Horse Guards and the Life Guards wear steel cuirasses – body armour that reaches down to the waist and consists of a breastplate and a backplate fastened together. 

The ceremony can be divided into the following phases: the arrival of the Queen at the Horse Guide Parade, her inspection of the troops, the actual Trooping, the march past, and the Queen’s return to Buckingham Palace. 

The ceremony begins with the trumpeters sounding the call. The new guard arrives and the old guard is relieved. The two officers, also on horseback, salute each other and then stand side by side while the guard is changed.


Five separate regiments comprise the Guards Division, all of whom wear scarlet tunics and bearskins: the Grenadiers (1656) are distinguished by a scarlet hatband with a white plumed bearskin; the Coldstream (1650) have a scarlet plume in their bearskins  and a white hatband; the Scots Guards (1642) hatbands are chequered red, white and blue but no plumes; the Irish Guards (1900) wear a pale  blue feather plume in their bearskin and a green hatband; the Welsh Guards (1915) have a black hatband  with a white, green and white feather in their bearskin plume. 


The ceremony derives from old military ceremonies. From earliest times Colours and Standards have been used to indicate the position of the commander in battle and act as rallying point for the soldiers, and were honoured as symbols of the spirit of military units. Each company of soldiers had its own colours clearly visible in dust and confusion of battle. It was probably in the 18th century that it became customarily in the British Army, before a battle, to salute the Colours by beat of drum before carrying them along the ranks (this is what the expression ‘Trooping’ means) so that every soldier could see them and be able to recognize them later.


The sheer mass of dazzling colour, the music of the mounted bands, the precision marching and counter-marching, are truly an experience never to be forgotten. 
Royal Salutes
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Royal Salutes are fired on special occasions such as the Queen’s official birthday, royal births, State Opening of Parliament, and to honour visiting royalty and heads of state. The King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, has the privilege of firing salutes in Hyde Park when 41 guns are fired. At the Tower of London the Honourable Artillery Company, the oldest British regiment, fires 62 guns.
The Lord Mayor’s Show

The local power of the City of London is headed by the Lord Mayor who is elected every year from among the most prominent citizens. He lives in the City – in the Mansion House1 – a big, impressive house with a classic front very much like a Greek temple. The Lord Mayor has the ‘Keys’ of the City. No troops are allowed to cross the limits of the City, neither  King or Queen are allowed to come here without his permission. 

Notes
1Mansion House – is the official home of the Lord Mayor of London. The building was completed in 1753 and contains the Egyptian Hall, where official dinners and other events are held.
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The splendid ceremony of election known as the Lord Mayor’s Show dates back more than six hundred years.

It has been celebrated since the time of Dick Whittington, who was the Mayor of London in 1397, 1398, 1406. Dick was a poor country boy, who walked to London to seek his fortune. Dick got a job as a cook’s boy. He bought a cat to keep down the mice in his room. He was treated badly by the cook, and decided to go home. But when he returned back his cat had gone on board a ship. The cat was a good rat-catcher and killed many rats in a distant country. The Emperor bought the cat for lots of money, and Dick became a rich merchant. He was Lord Mayor of London three times.

The original purpose of this ceremony was to show the new Lord Mayor to the citizens of the City. In the 13th century, after the citizens of London had chosen a new Mayor, they had to go with him to the King’s palace in Westminster and ask the king to approve their choice.
Mayors are chosen from members of City Guilds. The Guilds were groups set up by craftsmen to look after their trades. They controlled all City business, but now they work for charity. The Guildhall is the centre of the City. You can visit its clock museum and hall where Company banners are hung. In the hall there are two huge models of Gog and Magog, legendary British giants.   The Lord Mayor’s Show is held every year on the second Saturday in November. On this day the new Lord Mayor, dressed in traditional medieval red velvet robe with fur, and a golden chain, and a fantastic hat, rides through the streets of London in his splendid gilded coach, built in 1756, and weighing nearly four tons, needing six strong horses to draw it. He has flowers in his hands. His body-guard is a picturesque company of Pikemen and Musketeers, liveried footmen and coachmen in picturesque 17th century uniforms according to tradition; the Household Cavalry, the State Trumpeters and several military bands. It’s a very colourful and impressive street parade. 
Today the procession with the Lord Mayor drives slowly through the cheering crowded streets from the Guildhall, the seat of the municipal government in the City, and goes past St.Paul’s Cathedral. Then it stops at the Law Courts, where the Lord Mayor is presented to the Lord Chief Justice. The Mayor makes a solemn promise to carry out his duties faithfully, and the Lord Chief Justice hands the Mayor his sword of office and the Key of the City. Then the procession continues to Westminster, and returns to the Mansion House. In the evening a splendid meal is served in the Guildhall, to which the Prime Minister and members of the government are invited.
GLOSSARY
Read the following words and word combinations according to the reading rules:
-scarlet tunic – ярко-красный мундир
-Regimental band – полковой оркестр
-Foot Guards – пехотная охрана
-the Chief Warder – главный страж
-the Yeoman Warder – страж Тауэра


-to present arms – взять оружие «на караул»
-to exile – изгонять, ссылать

-to recruit – вербовать

-bomb blast – взрывы бомб

-to disrupt – разрывать, разрушать

-Escort – охрана, сопровождение, свита

-candle lantern – фонарь 

-sentry – часовой, караул
-Horse Guards – Королевская конная гвардия (Конногвардейский полк)

-to troop – проходить строем

-to troop the colour – торжественно выносить знамя

-banner – знамя, стяг

-sidesaddle – дамское седло

-Household Cavalry – Королевские  кавалерийские войска

-Guards Division – Гвардейская дивизия

-Corps – корпус
-a regiment of guards – полк охраны
-Life Guards – Лейб-Гвардия
-horsehair plumes – султаны (плюмажи) из конского волоса
-steel cuirasses – стальные латы
-to reach down to the waist – закрывать верхнюю часть тела до пояса

-trumpeter – горнист

-to relieve – сменяться (на посту)

-Grenadier Guards – Гренадёрский гвардейский полк

-hatband – лента на шляпе

-to rally – овладеть собой, оправиться; сплотиться       
-sheer – абсолютный

-dazzling – ослепляющий блеском и великолепием

-precision marching – чёткая маршировка

-counter-marching – контрмарш, возвращение обратно

-Mansion House – резиденция лорд-мэра
-pikeman – копьеносец
-musketeer – мушкетёр
-liveried footman – лакей в ливрее
-coachman – кучер
-municipal government – муниципальное управление
Practice the following for pronunciation.
Proper names: Bloody Tower, Queen Elizabeth, Sovereign, Buckingham Palace, Grenadiers, Artillery, Guildhall, Westminster. 
VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR EXERCISES

I. Choose the word corresponding to the definition from those listed below:
▪ any large impressive house, the official home of a king, queen, president etc.; 
▪ a public or religious occasion that includes a series of formal or traditional actions; 
▪ an official occasion when guns are fired into the air to show respect for an important person; 
▪ impressive and colourful events and ceremonies involving a lot of people wearing special clothes; 
▪ a large carriage with four wheels, pulled by horses, used in the past for carrying passengers; 
▪ a soldier who uses a musket; 
▪ a person or group of people or vehicles that travels with smb./smth. in order to protect or guard them; 
▪ the head of a town, borough or county, chosen by other members of the council to represent them at official ceremonies; 
▪ a group of people, such as soldiers or police officers, who protect sb / sth; 

▪ the part of the army that fought  on horses; the part of the modern army that uses armoured vehicles; 
▪ a person who sells smth in the streets; 
▪ soldiers, especially in large groups; 
▪ a tall narrow building or part of a building, especially of a church or a castle; 
▪ a theatre performance, especially one that includes singing and dancing; 
▪ a small group of musicians who play popular music together; 
▪ a small hard shiny white ball that forms inside the shell of an oyster and is of great value as a jewel; 
▪ a specially shaped piece of metal used for locking a door; 
▪ a very large strong person who is often cruel and stupid; 
(ceremony, pageantry, guard, palace, band, key, escort, tower, troops, cavalry, salute, mayor, show, coach, giant, musketeer, peddler, pearl)
II. Suggest English equivalents for the Russian parts. Read the whole sentence and translate it into Russian.

1. The ceremony always (привлекать) a lot of (зрителей) because of special (войска) who wear (яркие формы):: (ярко-красные мундиры), blue trousers and (шапки из медвежьей шкуры).
2. The ceremony begins with the (горнисты)  sounding the call.
3. He lives in the City – in the Mansion House – a big, (впечатляющий) house with a (классический фасад) very much like a (греческий храм).
4. On this day the new Lord Mayor, dressed in (традиционная красная мантия с мехом), and a (золотая цепь), and a fantastic hat, rides through the streets of London in his (великолепная позолоченная карета).
III. Complete the following sentences, using the texts.

1. ……………………………………………………….is the most popular of London’s daily ceremonies. It takes place at Buckingham Palace and St James’s Palace every day.

2. ………………………………………………………. dates back 700 years and has taken place every night since that time.
3. …………………………………………is a splendid and colourful event in honour of the Sovereign’s official birthday and it is held on the first or second Saturday in June.
4. Royal Salutes are fired on special occasions such as:…………………………………… , ………………………………..,……………………………………………….,and………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. .
IV.  Read the following sentences. Form a word that grammatically fits in the space.

1. Many traditional ceremonies (to preserve)………………………….since old times and are still regularly (to observe)……………………………………… .
2. (to receive)………………………………………permission to go on, the Chief Warder and his Escort walk through the Archway of the Bloody Tower.
     3.The route from Buckingham Palace to Horse Guards Parade, behind Whitehall, (to decorate)……………………………….with banners and flags and lined with thousands of spectators, (eager, to wait)………………………………to see the Queen (head)the procession, (to dress) in uniform and (to ride)………………………………side-saddle on one of her favourite horses.
     4. From earliest times Colours and Standards (to use)………………………………..to indicate the position of the commander in battle.

     5. He (to treat) badly by the cook, and decided to go home. But when he (to return back)  his cat (to go) on board a ship.
V. Test-translation. Watch the film “London. Flower Show”. Translate the suggested video-information from Russian into English.
А это уже шоу цветов в Челси. Комментарии из кинохроники знаменитостей цветочной биржы. Лондон в мае 1969г.  Самый холодный май за последние 200 лет. Однако, англичан и садовников из-за границы не пугает пронизывающий холод. На фестивале цветов в Челси, самых крупных в мире цветочных торгах, царит весна. Садоводы с гордостью представляют выращенные ими растения для парков и садов, для комнат и балконов. Цветочный фестиваль проводится Королевским Обществом садоводов на протяжении уже почти 100 лет. Мероприятия проходят в виде конкурса и в то же время являются чем-то вроде форума по обмену опытом между садоводами. Фестиваль помогает найти новых клиентов. Шоу длится 4 дня. Входные билеты обычно расхватывают в феврале. Ведь нигде в мире не увидишь в одном месте такое количество великолепных цветов. Здесь даже герань является произведением искусства, от которого трудно оторвать взор. Случаются и курьёзы: садовод дарит нам голубую картошку. Этот вид родом из Шотландии. Как утверждает нам собеседник, когда-то он был распространен на всех британских островах. Сорт легок в обработке и вроде бы вкусен, но господствующее положение в европейской кухне занимает его белый собрат. Шоу цветов в Челси – удачный повод для производителей продемонстрировать свои возможности. Кстати сказать, далеко не каждый выставляет здесь свое оборудование и садовый инвентарь. Общество садоводов допускает лишь избранных. К таковым, видимо, относится хозяин этих глиняных горшков.

Огромным успехом у посетителей пользуются тематические парки, созданные мастерами ландшафтного дизайна. Участники показов стараются максимально использовать четырехдневный праздник. Это подходящий случай, чтобы подсмотреть новейшие направления в садоводстве и найти вдохновение для собственного дома. За этой деревянной калиткой находится владение бывшего морского волка, во всяком случае, так себе представляют его дизайнеры.

В садоводстве есть некое волшебство, иначе, как объяснить тот факт, что все растения, независимо от происхождения, вида и поры цветения, выпустили самые красивые цветы именно тогда, когда это было необходимо – на открытом шоу. 

Как разводить и выставлять цветы демонстрируют каждый год на своем стенде Бренда Хиат, опытный участник садового движения, занимающегося разведением примул.  (01:04:44)
ORAL LANGUAGE PRACTICE
I. Correct the wrong statements. Begin with:

It’s not true to fact. It’s wrong. It’s false. It’s not so. It’s true.
1. The history of the Foot Guards goes back to 1656, when King Henry VIII during his exile in Rome, recruited a small body-guard.
2. The King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, has the privilege of firing salutes in Trafalgar Square when 41 guns are fired.
3. In the 13th century, after the citizens of London had chosen a new Mayor, they had to go with him to Westminster Abbey and ask the Archbishop to approve their choice.
4. The Mayor makes a solemn promise to carry out his duties faithfully, and the Lord Chief Justice hands the Mayor Gog and Magog and the Shield of the City. 
5. In the evening a splendid meal is served in the Guildhall, to which Elizabeth II and members of the Royal family are invited.
6. Five separate regiments comprise the Guards Division, all of whom wear scarlet tunics and bearskins.
II. Have a talk based on the texts. Make use of the following questions.

1. What traditional ceremonies have been preserved since old times?

2. What daily ceremonies are very popular in London? Why are they so strange and unusual?

3. How is the ceremony ‘Trooping the Colour’ held? Describe it. What is the origin of this ceremony? 

4. What is the original purpose of the Lord Mayor’s Show? Is this ceremony splendid? Describe it.

5. What did you know about Londoners? How are they called?

6. What does Pearly King mean?
Lesson 5

Parks and Gardens
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           Looking at a map the emerald patches of London’s parks stand out like islands in the very centre of its vast sea of streets and buildings. London’s numerous parks are an all-year-round attraction both for Londoners and the guests of the city. There are over 80 public parks. The parks are called “the lungs” of London and they are true oases in the polluted and overcrowded city. 
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           London’s largest parks are the Royal parks. Five of London’s nine royal parks are in the very heart of the capital. Among the most important parks and gardens that bring fresh life and colour to London are Hyde Park, St. James’s Park, Green Park, Regent’s Park, Kensington Gardens and Kew Gardens that stretch across the West End. They are beautiful in any season and please the eye with their trees, bushes, flowers and ponds. There are many swans in London parks and gardens and according to the tradition they are considered to be the property of the Royal family.

Hyde Park
Long ago Hyde Park was far from being a resort place. In Henry VIII’s reign it was enclosed and became a royal hunting ground conveniently close to St James’s Palace for His Majesty.  Hyde Park became the first public garden in 1637. But it continued to be the open-air resort of all who wished to stare, or be stared at, right through the Victorian Era. It was the centre of the Great Exhibition of 1851 for it was in Hyde Park that the enormous Crystal Palace glittered in the sun for all the world to come and admire.
Today you will find Hyde Park less fashionable than of old – mostly because elegant lounging is out of fashion. But it is still one of the most popular and most frequented points in London. 
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In one corner is located the old residence of the Duke of Wellington, Apsley House, (a large elegant house which was belonged to the Duke of Wellington) now Wellington Museum. Along one side of Hyde Park runs Park Lane (a street in the centre of London along the eastern side of Hyde Park that is known for its very expensive houses and hotels). Hyde Park is the largest park in London and is famous for its great entranceway, Marble Arch, and the Speaker’s Corner. Marble Arch - is a large stone arch with three gates. It was built in 1828 by John Nash as an entrance to Buckingham Palace and it was removed when the splendid wrought-iron gates proved too narrow for the State Coach. Not far from this Arch is Speaker’s Corner, universally renowned as the place where numerous speakers with a loud enough voice can propound the most extraordinary ideas on every subject imaginable in front of the most heterogeneous public. This great British tradition of free speech (every Sunday afternoon) is a lively entertainment indeed.

You can see riders of the Household Cavalry on the Row on a fine morning on their way from Knightsbridge Barracks to Whitehall. You can take open-air refreshment in the cafes you’ll find amongst the trees.
           Hyde Park has a large and most attractive lake called the Serpentine (the artificial lake created by the wife of King George II), whose area is used to swim in and to quietly row in summer. There is a tradition to swim in the icy water of the Serpentine on Christmas day. On Royal birthdays gun salutes are fired in Hyde Park. It’s hard to believe that the roads of the park were once infested by villains and popular with duelists. 
           In 2004 The Diana, Princess of Wales Fountain was opened in Hyde Park as a memorial to Diana, Princess of Wales. It is a fountain in the shape of a large oval stream of flowing water. 
Kensington Gardens
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           The bridge across the Serpentine separates Hyde Park from another largest and royal park - Kensington Gardens. It was formerly the garden of Kensington Palace, and was opened to the public in the 1830s. This park is more formal, more enclosed. The Gardens share the boating lake with the neighbouring park, but at this section it is called The Long Water, where depending on the weather there is boating and ice-skating, or swimming. William III nipped 26 acres off the western end of Hyde Park in 1689 to make a garden for Kensington Palace. Kensington Gardens were not opened to the general public until the mid-19th century and still retain some feeling of elevated separateness. 
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           This place is a popular haunt for children of all ages who demonstrate their prowess with model boats and sailing yachts, where magnificent kites are flown. There are many trees and flowers; the lovely statue of Peter Pan also constitutes a most attractive spectacle; striking equestrian statue representing Physical Energy erected in 1907.

St. James’s Park and Green Park
           St. James’s Park is the prettiest, and the oldest of the royal parks and is a joy to walk in at any season of the year. Well-stocked flower beds, the lawns, trees and shrubs, tame waterfowl, and an ample supply of deckchairs for the foot-sore visitor complete its attraction. St. James’s Park is famous for the variety of birds. Duck Island is a heaven for ducks and pelicans. 
           Green Park, added to St. James’s Park by King Charles II, is the smallest royal park in central London. Green Park is indeed a green park. There are no flowerbeds but many crocuses and daffodils.  Consisting mainly of grassland and trees it is a peaceful haven from Piccadilly’s traffic. Office workers can enjoy a peaceful picnic lunch under the dappled shade of the plane trees.
           Buckingham Palace lies between the parks.           
Regent’s Park.
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           Another park set apart from the others is Regent’s Park. It was designed by John Nash. It was once a royal hunting area. The park was laid out for George IV when he was Prince Regent and was given its present name about 1814. It was first opened to the public in 1838. This “aristocratic garden suburb” is roughly circular in shape.
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                      There is the Open Air Theatre within the park. The park is surrounded by several grand buildings in the Regency style, known as the Terraces. The architecture and design of the period is in a simple elegant style based on ancient classical models. 

           Queen Mary’s Gardens of the park have an unsurpassed collection of roses which fill the air with their fragrance during the summer months when you may also enjoy performances of Shakespeare’s plays at the nearby open-air theatre.

           Other attractions are the yachting and boating facilities, tennis courts, plenty of playing fields, a restaurant, and of course the famous London Zoo, which was opened in 1827. Today there are over 12 000 animals in the Zoo. It costs £ 8,000 a year to feed just one elephant, so imagine the food bill for all 12 000 animals! You can adopt an animal at London Zoo for a year. Your name goes on a plaque near the animal’s cage. Each afternoon you can see the cows being milked. In summer a baby elephant walks round the Zoo. You can have a ride on a pony, camel or llama.
           Conducted boat trips are available on the Regent’s canal which runs along the northern flank of the Zoo and into the popular and colourful Little Venice, a yachting basin full of small boats.  

Kew Gardens

           Kew Gardens is a park in west London which contains a large collection of plants, trees, etc. from all over the world and is a major centre for the study of plants. Its official name is the Royal Botanic Gardens and it was opened to the public in 1840 by Queen Victoria. It’s very popular with tourists and local people, and among its famous buildings are the Chinese Pagoda (ten-storey tall tower) and several very large greenhouses, including the Palm House (opened in 1848). You can visit the Kew Palace of George III. 

           Kew Gardens became a World Heritage Site1 in 2003. 

           There are beautiful parks in Outer London. In Greenwich Park there are the remains of a Roman villa. There is a dead oak tree called ‘Queen Elizabeth’s Oak’. Henry VIII danced round the oak with Ann Boleyn, his second wife. By tradition Elizabeth I once had tea in the hollow trunk of the oak.

Notes

1World Heritage Site – is a place or structure included on an official list produced by the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO. Places are chosen for the list because they are considered to be of outstanding universal value, often for historical reasons, and are therefore preserved. There are several in Britain, including Hadrian’s Wall, Stonehenge, the Tower of London and Westminster Abbey.
           In Syon Park you can see exotic jungle plants in the Great Conservatory. You can go on a ‘butterfly safari’ in the tropical greenhouse gardens. These butterflies are from around the world and fly freely.

           Epping Forest has over a hundred ponds and lakes. There are many foxes, rabbits and weasels. 
GLOSSARY

Read the following words and word combinations according to the reading rules:
-emerald – изумрудный
-lungs – лёгкие 

-oases – оазис
-polluted city – загрязнённый город
-pond – пруд
-swan – лебедь
-resort place – часто посещаемое место
-to enclose – окружать, огораживать

-exhibition – выставка

-crystal palace – прозрачный дворец

-lounging – помещение

-wrought-iron – ковкая мягкая сталь

-State Coach – Королевская карета

-renowned – известный, знаменитый

-to propound – предлагать для обсуждения

-heterogeneous public – разнородная публика

-barracks – казармы

-refreshment – отдых

-to row – грести, кататься на лодке

-to infest – кишеть; наводнять
-villains – злодеи
-to nip off – отделить, отщипнуть

-elevated – возвышенный, благородный

-prowess – доблесть, удаль

-kite – воздушный змей

-striking equestrian – замечательный всадник

-flower bed – клумба с цветами

-lawn – газон

-shrub – кустарник

-tame waterfowl ручные водяные птицы

-ample – обширный

-crocuses – крокус, шафран

-daffodil – нарцисс

-dappled shade – покрытый тенью

-roughly – неровно, небрежно

-unsurpassed – непревзойдённый

-fragrance – аромат

-facilities – приспособления

-flank – сторона

-greenhouse – теплица, оранжерея

-outer – отдалённый от центра

-weasel - ласка          

 Practice the following for pronunciation.
Proper names: Hyde Park, St James’s Park, Regent’s Park, Kensington Gardens, Kew Gardens, Duke of Wellington. 
VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR EXERCISES

I. Choose the word corresponding to the definition from those listed below:
▪ a building with glass sides and a glass roof for growing plants in; 
▪ an area of public land in a town  or a city where people go to walk, play and relax; 
▪ a common bird that lives on or near water, with short legs and a wide beak; 
▪ a tall plant that can live a long time, that have  a thick central wooden stem from which branches grow; 
▪ a place where  many kinds of wild  animals are kept for the public to see and where they are studied, bred and protected; 
▪ an animal with a long neck and one or two humps on its back, used in desert countries for riding on or for carrying goods; 
▪ a piece of land  next to or around your house where you can grow flowers, fruit, vegetables, etc., usually with an area of grass;   
▪ a type of small horse; 
▪ a temple in India or Asia in the form of a tall tower with several levels, each of which has its own roof which stretches over the floor below; 
▪ a large waterbird with a bag of skin  under its long beak, for storing food; 
▪ the coloured part of a plant from which the seed or fruit develops; 

(flower, zoo, pelican, duck, garden, pagoda, camel, park,  pony, tree, greenhouse)
II. Suggest English equivalents for the Russian parts. Read the whole sentence and translate it into Russian.
1. It’s hard to believe that the roads of Hyde Park were once (кишеть злодеями) and popular with (дуэлянты).
2. This place is a popular (любимое место) for children (всех возрастов) who demonstrate their (доблесть) with model boats and sailing (яхты), where magnificent (воздушные змеи) are flown.

3. Well-stocked (клумбы), (газоны), trees and (кустарники),, (ручные водоплавающие птицы), and an (обширный) supply of (шезлонги) for (любители ходить пешком) complete its attraction.
4. Queen Mary’s Gardens of the park have an (непревзойдённая коллекция) of roses which fill the air with their (аромат) during the summer months when you may also enjoy (представления) of Shakespeare’s (пьесы) at the nearby (театр под открытым небом).
III. Complete the following sentences, using the texts.

      1. Among the most important parks and gardens that bring fresh life and colour to London are:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
1. Long ago ……………………………………was far from being a resort place. In Henry VIII’s reign it was enclosed and became a royal hunting ground.

2. Lake Serpentine separates Hyde Park from another largest and royal park – Regent’s Park. 
3. Consisting mainly of grassland and trees……………………… is a peaceful haven from Piccadilly’s traffic.
4. ………………………………………is famous for the variety of birds. Duck Island is a heaven for ducks and pelicans. 
5. ………………………………………is called “aristocratic garden suburb”. It is roughly circular in shape.

6. Kew Gardens is a park in west London which contains a large collection of plants, trees, etc. from all over the world and is a major centre for the study of plants. Its official name is …………………………………………………………………………………..
IV. Read the following sentences. Form a word that grammatically fits in the space.

1. The Gardens share the boating lake with the (neighbour) park, but at this section it (to call) The Long Water, where (to depend) on the weather (to be )boating and ice-skating, or swimming.
2. Today you will find Hyde Park (little) fashionable than of old – (most) because elegant lounging is out of fashion.
3. Hyde Park has the artificial lake Serpentine (to create) by the wife of King George II, (who) area (to use) to swim in and to quietly row in summer.
V. Test-translation. Express the following in English, using the words and phrases from the texts.
1. Подлинная садовая лихорадка охватила английское общество в викторианскую эпоху. Именно в это время главной героиней английского сада становится роза.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. В самом начале правления королевы Виктории вошли в моду знаменитые английские цветочные клумбы, до сих пор считающиеся непревзойдёнными по своему художественному исполнению и многочисленности. Они были незаменимы в городах, особенно в Лондоне, печально знаменитом своей плохой экологией и смогом.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Яркие цветы, многие из которых были привезены из далёких стран, высаживали на клумбы, создавая из них самые разные по цвету и форме узоры.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Садоводы увлекались и сложными цветочными сочетаниями. В моде, например, были так называемые цветочные часы – на клумбу высаживали цветы, открывавшиеся поочерёдно, строго в определённое время дня.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. И сегодня достаточно весенним днём прогуляться по Лондонским центральным паркам, чтобы убедиться, что клумбовое искусство живо и процветает в стране.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. С особым трепетом относились англичане к старинным паркам-лесам, посаженными их предками.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. Английские парки – это не только заповедники сельской природы внутри города. В парке англичанин становится непринуждённым. Он может резвиться, как ребёнок, или мечтать, сидя под развесистым дубом, бродить по лужайкам или валяться на траве.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Лондонские парки часто называют краем непуганых птиц. Их многочисленные пернатые обитатели нисколько не боятся человека. Гордые лебеди устремляются со всех концов пруда к случайному прохожему, а утки даже вылезают из воды и вперевалку ковыляют вслед за ним.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9. Стоит присесть на скамейку, чтобы насладиться природой парка, как к ней тут же слетаются воробьи. По части попрошайничества с ними активно конкурируют белки: они могут взобраться человеку на колени, даже на плечо, нахально и требовательно заглядывая в глаза.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ORAL LANGUAGE PRACTICE
I. Correct the wrong statements. Begin with:

It’s not true to fact. It’s wrong. It’s false. It’s not so. It’s true.

1. The parks are called “the eyes” of London and they are true oases in the polluted and overcrowded city. 
2. There are many crows in London parks and gardens and according to the tradition they are considered to be the property of the Royal family.
3. This fountain was opened in Hyde Park as a memorial to Queen Victoria. It is in the shape of a large oval stream of flowing water. 

4. Not far from a statue of Peter Pan there is a Speaker’s Corner, universally renowned as the place where numerous speakers with a loud enough voice can propound the most extraordinary ideas.
5. There are many attractions in Hyde Park such as the yachting and boating facilities, tennis courts, plenty of playing fields, a restaurant, and of course the famous London Zoo.

6. Kew Gardens very popular with tourists and local people, and among its famous buildings are Cristal Palace, the Chinese Pagoda, Wellington Museum,  several very large greenhouses, including the Palm House, Buckingham Palace. 

II. Have a talk based on the texts. Make use of the following questions.

1. Why are London Parks so important for people? What are the largest parks in London?
2. When was Hyde Park founded? What interesting places can you see there? What traditions are observed in Hyde Park?
3. What is Kensington Gardens popular for?
4. Why are St James’s Park and Green Park so attractive for Londoners?
5. How can you relax in Regent’s Park?
6. When was Kew Gardens opened to the public? Why did it become very popular with tourists and local people?
III. Watch the film “London. Hyde Park, Regent’s Park”. Translate the suggested video-information from Russian into English.

Самый знаменитый из лондонских парков – Гайд Парк. Он, по праву, именуется ‘легкими города’. Эта колоссальная территория была когда-то частью владений Вестминстерского Аббатства. Позже Генрих 8 устроил здесь королевские охотничьи угодья. В 1637г. Яков I превратил это место в первый королевский парк, доступный для широкой общественности. С того времени Гайд Парк стал излюбленным местом отдыха лондонцев. В прежние времена простой люд прогуливался по аллеям, а аристократия выезжала верхом или в экипажах. Время от времени здесь совершались нападения, происходили дуэли. Сегодня в парке всё спокойно, если не считать громких речей доморощенных политиков и разнообразных философов, которые собираются здесь каждое воскресенье. В уголке ораторов Speaker’s Corner, расположенном в северо-восточной части парка, проходит очередной смотр. Это место предназначено для высказывания самых различных взглядов при соблюдении единственного условия речь не должна оскорблять правящую династию. Традиция еженедельных выступлений тянется с 1872г., когда профсоюзы рабочих вынудили власти признать право собраний и свободного выражения мыслей. Но корни традиции лежат в ещё более глубоком прошлом. На протяжение нескольких веков здесь находились виселицы. Приговоренные к смерти имели право на последнее слово. Они могли сказать всё, что хотели и не стеснялись этим правом пользоваться, так как терять им было уже нечего. В 60-е годы 20 века Speaker’s Corner был ареной пламенных дебатов, которые переродились в регулярные политические демонстрации. Сегодня в это верится с трудом. Эксцентричные ораторы скорее являются поводов для развлечения посетителей Гайд Парка.


В  нескольких десятках шагов, там, где некогда вешали карманников, стоит Триумфальная мраморная арка. Она должна была стать въездными воротами в Букингемский дворец, но оказалась слишком узкой для этого. Теперь Арка просто обозначает начало Oxford Street,самой знаменитой торговой улицы Лондона. (01:09:32)

Пора отдохнуть от многообразия эмоций. Свернем в прекрасный Regent’s парк. Как и большинство лондонских парков, он возник на месте королевских охотничьих угодий. Позднее его поделили на участки и сдали в аренду окрестным крестьянам. В начале 19 века королевский двор вернул себе собственность лишь за тем, чтобы создать живописный парк и открыть его для посещения всем желающим.

Неподалеку от парка расположен дом, известный всем любителям детективов в мире. Дом № 2216 по Бейкер Стрит здесь якобы жили знаменитый мастер дедуктивного метода Шерлок Холмс и его друг доктор Ватсон. Самого знаменитого детектива всех времен и народов придумал сэр Артур Конан Дойл. Шерлок Холмс и по сей день здесь, над станцией метро Baker Street.                 
“London…is so rich in what is interesting, that to one who would wander with a plastic mind irresponsibly day after day in its streets and among the treasures there is not a little difficulty in deciding where to begin, and there is even greater difficulty in knowing where to end.” – E.V. Lucas











