Laboratory Work No. 2
CHANGE OF MEANING
I.
Analyze   the   process   of   development   of   new   meanings   in    the italicized words in the examples given below.
1. I put the letter well into the mouth of the box and let it go and it fell turning over and over like an autumn leaf. 2. Those who had been the head of the line paused momentarily on entry and looked around curiously. 3. A cheerful-looking girl in blue jeans came up to the stairs whistling. 4. Seated behind a desk, he wore a light patterned suit, switch from his usual tweeds. 5. Oh, Steven, I read a Dickens the other day. It was awfully funny. 6. They sat on the rug before the fireplace, savouring its warmth, watching the rising tongues of flame. 7. He inspired universal confidence and had an iron nerve. 8. A very small boy in a green jersey with light red hair cut square across his forehead was peering at Steven between the electric fire and the side of the fire​place. 9. While the others were settling down, Lucy saw Pearson take another bite from his sandwich. 10. As I walked nonchalantly past Hugo's house on the other side they were already carrying out the Renoirs.
II.
Explain   the   basis   for   the   following   jokes.   Trace   the   logical associations between the different meanings of the same word.
1.
Father was explaining to   his little son the funda​mentals of astronomy.
"That's a comet."
"A what?"
"A comet. You know what a comet is?"
"No."
"Don't you know what they call a star with a tail?"
"Sure — Mickey Mouse."
2.
"Pa, what   branches   did   you   take when   you   went to school?"
"I never went to high school, son, but when I attended the little log school-house they used mostly hickory and beech and willow."
3.
What has eyes yet never sees? (Potato)
4.
H e   (in   telephone booth):   I   want   a   box   for   two.
Voice (at the other end):  Sorry,   but we don’t have boxes for two.
He:   But   aren't   you   the   box   office   of   the   theatre?
Voice: No, we are the undertakers.

III.   In   the   examples   given   below   identify   the   cases   of   widening and narrowing of meaning.
1.  While the others waited the elderly executive filled his   pipe   and   lit   it.   2.   Finn   was   watching   the   birds. 3. The   two   girls took   hold of one   another,   one   acting gentleman,   the   other   lady;    three   or   four   more   pairs of   girls   immediately   joined   them   and   began   a   waltz. 4. He was informed   that the president   had   not   arrived at   the   bank,   but   was   on   his   way.    5.    Smokey    had followed   a   dictum   all   his   life:   If you   want   a   woman to    stick    beside   you,    pick    an    ugly    one.    Ugly    ones stayed to slice the meat and stir the gravy.

POLYSEMY
I. Copy out the following pairs of words grouping together the ones which represent the same meaning of each word. Explain the different meanings and the different usages, giving reasons for your answer. Use dictionaries if necessary.

smart,  adj.
smart clothes, a smart answer, a smart house, a smart garden, a smart repartee, a smart officer, a smart blow, a smart punishment
stubborn, adj.
a stubborn child, a stubborn look, a stubborn horse, stubborn resistance, a stubborn fighting, a stubborn cough, stubborn depression
sound, adj.
sound lungs, a sound scholar, a sound tennis-player, sound views, sound advice, sound criticism, a sound ship, a sound whipping
root, n.
edible roots, the root of the tooth, the root of the matter, the root of all evil, square root, cube root
perform, v.
to perform one's duty, to perform an operation, to perform a dance, to perform a play
kick, v.
to kick the ball, to kick the dog, to kick off one's slippers, to kick smb. downstairs
II. The verb "to take" is highly polysemantic in Modern English. On which meanings of the verb are the following jokes based? Give your own examples to illustrate the other meanings of the word.
1.  "Where have you been for the last four years?"

     "At college taking medicine."

     "And did you finally get well?"
2.
"Doctor, what should a woman take when she is run down?"
 "The license number, madam, the license number."
  3. Proctor {exceedingly angry): So you confess that this unfortunate freshman was carried to this frog pond and drenched. Now what part did you take in this disgraceful
affair''
Sophomore {meekly): The right leg, sir.
III. Explain   the   basis   for   the   following   jokes.   Use   the   dictionary when in doubt.
1.
Caller: I wonder if I can see your mother, little boy. Is she engaged?
Willie: Engaged?  She's married.
2.
Booking  Clerk (at a small village station): You'll have to change twice before you get to York.
Villager (unused to traveling): Goodness me! And I've only brought the clothes I'm wearing.
3.
The weather   forecaster   hadn't   been   right   in   three months, and his resignation caused little surprise. His alibi, however, pleased the city council.
"I can’t stand this town any longer," read his note. "The climate doesn't agree with me."
4.
Professor: You missed my class yesterday, didn't you?
Unsubdued   student: Not in the least, sir, not in the least.
5.
"Papa, what kind of a robber is a page?"
"A what?"
"It says here that two pages held up the bride's train."
IV.
Read   the   following   jokes.    Analyze    the   collocabiliry   of   the italicized words and state its relationship with the meaning.
1.
Lady (at party): Where is that pretty maid who was passing our cocktails a while ago?
Hostess: Oh, you are looking for a drink?

Lady: No. I'm looking for my husband.
2. Peggy: I want to help you, Dad.  I shall get the dress-maker to teach me to cut out gowns.

D a d: I don't want you to go that far, Peg, but you might cut out cigarettes, and taxi bills.
3.
There are cynics who claim that movies would be better if they shot fewer films and more actors.
4.
Kitty:  Is your wound sore, Mr. Pup'.'
Mr. Pup:  Wound? What wound?
Kitty:  Why, sister said she cut you at the dinner last night.

V Identify the denotative and connotative elements of the meanings in the following pairs of words.
to conceal — to disguise, to choose — to select, to draw — to paint, money — cash, photograph — picture, odd — queer
