Laboratory Work No. 4

Phraseology

I. Define the source of the following idioms.
The Trojan horse; Achilles heel; a labour of Hercules; an apple of discord; forbidden fruit; the serpent in the tree; an ugly duckling; the fifth column; to hide one’s head in the sand. 

II. Substitute phraseological units with the noun “heart” for the italicized words.  

1. He is not a man who shows his feelings openly. 2. She may seem cold but she has true, kind feelings. 3. I learned that piece of poetry by memory. 4. When I think about my examination tomorrow I feel in despair. 5. When I heard that strange cry in the darkness I was terribly afraid. 6. It was the job I liked very much. 7. I didn’t win the prize but I’m not discouraged. 

III. Show that you understand the meaning of the followings idioms by using them in sentences of your own.
1. Between the devil and the black sea; 2. To have one’s heart in one’s boots; 3. To have one’s heart in the right place; 4. To wear one’s heart on one’s sleeve; 5. In the blues; 6. Once in a blue moon;  7. To swear black is white; 8. Out of the blue;  9. To talk till all is blue; 10. To talk oneself blue in the face. 

IV. Substitute the underlined idioms incorporating the names of colors for the italicized words.  

1. I’m feeling rather miserable today. 2. He spends all his time on bureaucratic routine. 3. A thing like that happens very rarely. 4. You can talk till you are tired of it but I won’t believe you. 5. The news was a great shock to me. It came quite unexpectedly. 6. I won’t believe it unless I see it in writing. 7. You can never believe what he says. He will swear anything if it suits his purpose. 

V. Read the following jokes and explain the misunderstandings arising in the given situations. 

1. “Now, my little boys and girls,” said the teacher, “I want you to be very still – so still that you can hear a pin drop.” For a minute everyone was still, then a little boy shrieked out, “Let it drop!”

2. “You must be pretty strong,” said Willie, aged six, to the young widow who had come to call on his mother. 


- “Strong? What makes you think so?”


- “Daddy said you wrap any man in town around your little finger.”

3. Tom: What would you do if you were in my shoes?


Tim: Polish them!

4. He: Don’t you hate people who talk behind your back?


She: Yes, especially at the movies.

5. “So she turned you down, eh?”


“Yes, I made the mistake of confessing that my heart was in my mouth when I proposed.”


“What does it have to do with it?”


“Oh, she said she couldn’t think of marrying a man whose heart wasn’t in the right place.”

VI. Read the following proverbs. Give their Russian equivalents or explain their meanings. 

1. A bargain is a bargain. 2. A cat in gloves catches no mice. 3. Those who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones. 4. A good beginning is half the battle. 5. A new broom sweeps clean. 6. An hour in the morning is worth two in the evening. 7. It never rains but it pours. 8. Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth. 9. Make hay while the sun shines. 10. Birds of feather flock together.

VII. Think of five more proverbs in English and their equivalents in Russian.

