Laboratory work No. 5

I. Each of the paragraphs below presents a different kind of speech register. Analyze their style and vocabulary peculiarities and decide which field of activity each of them can be referred to. What features of each extract led you to your decision?


Do your analysis in the following way: “This extract could be referred to the scientific prose style, namely, to the field of medicine and thus presents an example of a medical register. The features that led me to this conclusion are: the language means used are objective, precise, and unemotional, the sentence pasterns are predominantly short, non-extended, employing passive constructions, the vocabulary contains such medical terms as hepatitis, etc.”

a. This contract shall be deemed null and void should any of the aforesaid clauses not be met in any way whatsoever.

b. Our Father, Which art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.

c. Kessler serves, Jones returns with a backhand passing shot. Kessler volleys at the net, Jones tries to lob him but the German wins the point with a fine smash. 30 – 15.

d. Marinade the mixture for several hours. Then melt a knob of butter and sauté the mixture quickly. Meanwhile, dice the vegetables and simmer gently for ten minutes. Add stock to the mixture if it becomes dry. Adjust seasoning, and serve immediately, garnished with salad.

e. YARD TO PROBE RIDDLE OF DEATH PLUNGE TOT

f. I wandered lonely as a cloud, That floats on high o'er vales and hills, When all at once I saw a crowd, A host, of golden daffodils.

g. Mulligan's Way is the odds-on favourite at Sandsdown today. The going is soft, and that suits this filly down to the ground.

h. He suffered a cardiac arrest and was admitted to an intensive care unit. A coronary bypass was carried out, and his condition is now stable.

i. This is an 8 bit (64 K) machine, with an inbuilt VDU and dual disk drives.

II. In the following extracts, styles have been mixed. Find the parts of each extract where the style is inappropriate, and rewrite them.

1. Good evening. Here is the news. In the House of Commons a couple of hours ago, the debate about what's been going on in the National Health Service
ended. The vote was close but the Government just got it. At one point, the Speaker of the House had to intervene as two Members of Parliament had a bloody
great row about the financing of the Service. The Honourable Member for East Croydon reckoned that he had been unfairly treated, and accused the Prime
Minister of telling fibs.

2. Now listen, kids. I am not prepared to negotiate any further. Either you two tidy your room at this very moment in time, or there's no way I'll accompany you
to the cinema, as was promised.

3. A Dearly Beloved brethren. We have all come together to witness the marriage of James and Anne. James, how do you feel about taking Anne as your lawful, wedded wife? 

   В Righto.

4. Much research has been carried out to increase the fertility of the farm chicken. Several million pounds has been spent in this quest, and results have been promising. Consequently, lots and lots of tiny chick-chicks have come clucking into the world.

III. In the following exercise try your hand at differentiating between formal and informal styles of the English language. 

Kate Henderson is applying for a job. 

Read her covering letter, find the parts which you think sound too informal and replace them with the more formal words and expressions on the right. 

	                                                   31 Rendlesham Way



  Watford




  Herts

                                                      WD3 5GT



       01923984663

Mark Sullivan

106 Picadilly

Bristol

BS87TQ

17 March 2004

Dear Mark 
I am applying for the post of camp leader, which I saw advertised somewhere recently. Here's my CV.

I reckon I have just about everything needed for this job. I have worked loads with kids, doing all kinds of stuff. They generally do what I tell them, and we manage to have a great time together. Having studied psychology and education at university, I know quite a bit about the behaviour of kids. 

I am really into sport, and have lots of experience of organizing training events. I am a very practical person, easy-going, and it's no problem for me to make friends. I've been all over the place, and enjoy meeting new people. 
I can't wait to hear from you.

Best wishes 

Kate Henderson


extensively with young adults respect my leadership abilities

I find it easy

very interested in

have a certain understanding of

Please find enclosed

look forward to hearing

considerable

many of the relevant qualifications

have travelled widely

Mr. Sullivan

Yours sincerely

in the March edition of the magazine Holiday Jobs for Graduates
feel

organizing a variety of activities

establish a good working relationship

IV. Now write your own covering letter for a job that you would really like to do and that you think you are well qualified for.

V. In this exercise you are going to study how writing a normal letter differs from writing an email. 

Unlike normal letters (even informal ones), emails have no real conventions (such as Dear…, Best wishes, etc.), they are often written in abbreviated form, and they neglect standard grammar and punctuation. 

Read through these typical email phrases and find their more formal equivalents: 

Glad you’re OK. 
Great news – got the job! 
Sorry, can’t make next Sat. 
You still OK for Friday? 
Thanks loads. 
Sounds fantastic. 
Can’t wait to see you. 
Speak soon. 
VI. Now read the email bellow and note the features that are typical to this kind of writing. Then make the changes that you think would be necessary if it were a normal letter. 
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VII. Read the letter bellow and note stylistic differences between it and the email above. Then write an email to reply to Jane.  

Wandsworth

London

July 8th

Dear Rob,

It was so good to see you and Jenny a few weeks ago. We really must get together more often, we always have so much to talk about. 
On the subject of get-togethers, I just had a postcard from - guess who? 
Graham Pellowe. Do you remember 'gorgeous' Graham who was studying zoology? Well, he's in town. Apparently he's a real high-flier these days. He works for an international environmental agency, would you believe. Anyway, he's coming to London next Thursday and he really wants to meet up and discuss old times. He's staying with friends in Maida Vale, close to where I used to live. I know a great restaurant there called the Green Olive, or else there's the Red Pepper - both are excellent. Anyway, I am assuming and desperately hoping that you can come that evening - I don't fancy a whole evening with old Graham on my own. I finish work at about six and he can't make the restaurant until 8.30, which gives us some time to catch up. Let me know if any of this is possible. Please call me or email when you can and I'll book the restaurant. It could be a fun evening. 

Love

Jane
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