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Lesson 3
POLICE AND LAW
The police and the public

Before 1827, there were no police anywhere in Britain. In that year, the Prime Minister, Robert Peel, set up a force in London; they were often called ‘bobbies’, and the nickname is still occasionally used today. (Bobby is the familiar form of the name Robert). Police officers were no longer known as ‘bobbies’ but became the ‘fuzz’, ‘cops’ or the ‘pigs’.

There was considerable resistance to the idea of a permanent police force, rather than groups of citizens brought together to deal with particular problems. The early 19th century was a time of political unrest in Britain as elsewhere in Europe, and workers suspected that the police would be used against them. A writer named J.P. Smith warned in 1812 that the police would mean: “…a system of tyranny; an organized army of spies and informers, for the destruction of all public liberty, and the disturbance of all private happiness.”

The organization used to be called the ‘Police Force’ but it has now decided to call itself ‘the Police Service’. This reflects its desire to be part of modern society – serving people rather than controlling them.
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There is no national police service in Britain. Each region has its own independent service; for example, the West Midlands Police, Devon and Cornwall Police, or, in London, the Metropolitan Police (the Met). If there are serious complaints about one service, an officer from another service is brought in to investigate. The main office of the British Metropolitan Police now officially called “New Scotland Yard”. Its original office was in a building in London that once belonged to the Royal family of Scotland.

There was a time when a typical British policeman could be found in every tourist brochure for Britain. One of the first things that visitors to Britain notice is his strange-looking helmet and the fact that the police are unarmed. Britain is one of the few countries in the world (Norway and New Zealand are others) where the police don’t normally carry guns, except in Northern Ireland. Only a few police are regularly armed – those who guard politicians and diplomats or who patrol airports. Most people in Britain, including the police, are happy with this. They feel that if the police were armed, criminals too would always carry guns, and the cycle of violence would increase.

A comparison is often made with the USA, where the rate of murder by firearms is almost ten times the UK rate. The trouble with comparisons with the USA is that it is a very different sort of society. Above all, there are 250 million handguns in the USA, whereas in Britain it is illegal to own a handgun; you can keep a shotgun or a hunting rifle, but even for these it is quite difficult to get a licence.

Actually the first impression of an unarmed police service is not quite accurate. Some officers do have guns, but they don’t patrol the streets with them. There are a number of police cars known as ‘Armed Response Vehicle’ (ARVs), which contain guns, locked in boxes. These are called in when necessary. In London, for example, there are 12 such ARVs, and they go into action about 25 times per day.

The overwhelming majority of police officers are white males, and there is a persistent problem of sexism and racism. If you are a young black man, you are far more likely to be stopped in the street by the police. The police officers are not perfect, and they make mistakes. The most common complaint about the police is that they are incompetent. Victims of crime often say that it is not worth calling the police because they will do nothing. But in general they are good, honest and hardworking. 75 % of people in Britain considered that the police were doing a good job. In fact, the police in Britain have enjoyed a positive public image for a long time. They are approachable – you can ask them the way in the street. Police officers visit primary schools to give talks and meet the children – trying to ensure that the next generation grows up with the same pro-police view as their parents. They are better paid than teachers, and much better paid than nurses; this helps to prevent corruption, and they very rarely accept bribes. Of course, the fact that they are unarmed is good for their public image; they look less threatening.
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The English legal system

The word English rather than British, is used here because Scottish law is different from English, and they have separate courts and many of their own laws.
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In England the most basic distinction is between the criminal law system and the civil law system. Civil law involves disputes between people about, for example, contracts. The person bringing a civil case is called ‘the plaintiff’, the person defending the case is ‘the defendant’. In criminal law the police and the State take action against a criminal who breaks the law of the country.

Actually, criminal law in England operates rather like two people arguing with each other. It is called the adversarial system, and involves two sides arguing about the guilt of a person.

There are basically two kinds of court. More than 90% of all cases are dealt with in Magistrates’ courts. Every town has one of these. In them, a panel of magistrates (usually three) passes judgement. In cases where they have decided somebody is guilty of a crime, they can also impose a punishment. This can be imprisonment for up to a year, or it can be a fine, although if it is a person’s ‘first offence’ and the crime is not serious, they often impose no punishment at all.

Magistrates, who are also known as Justicies of the Peace (JPs), are not trained lawyers. They are just ordinary people of good reputation who have been appointed to the job by a local committee. It is an unpaid, part-time job, and magistrates can be from any profession. They deal with cases such as driving offences, shoplifting or vandalism, and the maximum sentences they can give are six months in prison or a £5,000 fine.
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In fact, all cases go first to the Magistrates’ Court, but more serious ones are then referred to the Crown Court, the higher court for criminal cases. They exist in all big cities of England. The Central Crown Court of London, called Old Bailey, is housed in Fleet Street. All Crown Courts, both in the capital and in provincial cities, are presided over by the judges of the High Court of Justice who visit them “on circuit”. In the Crown Court the person in charge is a professional judge. The judge decides on the sentence: there are limits for each time of crime, and the maximum penalty for murder is life imprisonment. The judge doesn’t decide whether the defendant is guilty; that is done by a jury of 12 ordinary citizens. The jurors are chosen at random from the population between the ages of 18 and 70, but [image: image6.jpg]


police officers, lawyers and criminals cannot sit on a jury. They don’t get paid for their services and are obliged to perform this duty.

The highest judicial body in Britain is the Supreme Court of Judicature within the House of Lords, presided over by the head of the judicial system, Lord Chancellor, who also acts as the Speaker of the House of Lords. The Supreme Court includes the Courts for Civil Appeal to which the accused person may send his case if he thinks that the sentence was unjust.

The legal profession
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There are two distinct kinds of lawyer in Britain. One of these is a solicitor (from Latin solicitous which means “full of sympathy”). Everybody who needs a lawyer has to go to one of these. They handle most legal matters for their clients, including the drawing up of documents (such as wills, divorce papers and contracts), communicating with other parties, and presenting their clients’ cases in magistrates’ courts. Only since 1994 have solicitors been allowed to present cases in higher courts. If the trial is to be heard in one of these, the solicitor normally hires the services of the other kind of lawyer – a barrister (from the word “bar”, which, among other meanings, also means “law”). The only function of barristers is to present cases in court. Neither kind of lawyer needs a university qualification. The vast majority of barristers and most solicitors do in fact go to university, but they don’t necessarily study law there. This arrangement is typically British.
In other countries the lawyers get professional training at the Faculties of Law at the universities. In England the members of this profession formed their own Colleges outside the universities. This training is conducted by lawyers’ corporations themselves. The people enter these corporations as students and remain their members after their graduation.
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In order to become a solicitor, a person must spend some time working for some established firm of solicitors and pass the examination of the Law Society. More important is their practical experience gained after the supervision of fully-qualified specialists. They often don’t receive salary, training itself is supposed to be a compensation for work. Some firms even today have offices that didn’t alter much from the time of Charles Dickens. The older a firm, the more prestigious it is.

To be a barrister, a person must pass the Bar examination in one of the four corporations called ‘the Inns of Court’1.The student may do it on the part-time basis, working as a solicitor or attending a university. After “passing the Bar” he begins his professional career, and for some years he will be earning very little money. At this stage he will say that he is “at the Bar”. By the end of his career, he may have been appointed “a Queen’s Counsel” and earn big salary and great reputation. In this case he will say that he is “within the bar”.

Actually there is no such thing in Britain as Ministry of justice. The things that such a ministry takes care of in other countries are shared between a number of authorities, in particular the Home Office, which administers prisons and supervises the police, and the office of the Lord Chancellor, which oversees the appointment of judges, magistrates and other legal offices.
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Is the law accessible?

It is often said that the English legal system looks very fair in theory, but in practice it is difficult for ordinary people to use. Firstly, it is extremely expensive: a good lawyer costs £200 per hour (however, poor defendants are given free legal aid).
Secondly, it is very formal and frightening for members of the public. There are all sorts of rules in court. The judge and the lawyers wear extraordinary old-fashioned costumes: black robes, high white collars and powdered white wigs. The inside of the court is rather like a church, with the judge looking down from a seat above the court. This creates an atmosphere which can be quite intimidating.

Thirdly, there is the problem of language. You would expect lawyers to speak in a careful and formal way, using a lot of legal jargon. But besides this they use many Latin expressions; the law is based on tradition, and this language has survived for hundreds of years. If you visit an English court, be prepared to hear such terms as mens rea, sub judice, obiter dicta and so on.

The law in Scotland

Scotland has its own legal system, separate from the rest of the United Kingdom. Although it also uses an adversarial system of legal procedure, the basis of its law is closer to Roman and Dutch law. The names of several officials in Scotland are also different from those in England and Wales. A very noticeable feature is that there are three, not just two, possible verdicts. As well as ‘guilty’ and ‘not guilty’, a jury may reach a verdict of ‘not proven’, which means that the accused person cannot be punished but is not completely cleared of guilt either.

Notes
1the Inns of Court – four institutions in the City of London, established in the Middle Ages of which all barristers are members and at which students of law are trained. They consist of Gray’s Inn, Lincoln’s Inn, the Inner Temple and the Middle Temple. It is thought that they began as hostels for people studying common law during the Middle Ages, when it wasn’t possible to study the subject at universities. The equivalent institution in Scotland is the Faculty of Advocates.
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GLOSSARY

Read the following words and word combinations according to the reading rules:

criminal – преступный, уголовный

crime – преступление, преступность

violence – жестокость, насилие

shotgun – ружьё (дробовик)

a hunting rifle – охотничье ружьё (винтовка)

called in – приведённый в действие

overwhelming majority – подавляющее большинство
persistent problem of sexism and racism – постоянная проблема расизма и 
 дискриминации по половому признаку 

incompetent – некомпетентный, неправоспособный

victims of crime – жертвы преступления
approachable - доступный
to prevent corruption – предотвращать коррупцию
to accept bribe – получать взятку
to compel - заставлять
court - суд
criminal law system – уголовное право
civil law system – гражданское право
plaintiff - истец
defendant – ответчик; подсудимый, обвиняемый
adversarial system – споры оппонентов
guilty - виновный
magistrate – государственный чиновник; мировой судья

panel – группа специалистов

to pass judgement – выносить приговор; решение суда

to impose a punishment – назначить наказание

imprisonment – заключение (в тюрьму), лишение свободы

a fine - штраф

offence – правонарушение, проступок

shoplifting – магазинная кража

sentence - приговор

the Crown Court – Государственный Суд (Королевский)

circuit – выездная сессия суда

a jury - присяжные

to choose at random – выбрать наугад
judicial body – судебный орган
the Supreme Court of Judicature – Верховный Суд Англии
Lord Chancellor – лорд-канцлер, верховный судья Англии

Civil Appeal – гражданская апелляция
accused person – подсудимый, обвиняемый
to handle legal matters – разбирать правовые (юридические) дела
the drawing up of documents – составление документов

will - завещание

divorce papers – бракоразводные дела
trial – судебный процесс
alter – менять (ся)

the Home Office – Министерство Внутренних дел

to oversee – надзирать, наблюдать

to twirl a roulette – вращать рулетку
wig - парик

to intimidate – запугивать, устрашать

verdict – вердикт, решение присяжных

acquitted - оправданный

bail – залог, поручительство

convicted - осуждённый

VOCABULARY EXERCISES
I. Choose the word corresponding to the definition from those listed below:
• the party who makes a claim in court;
• a legal document that says what is to happen to smb’s money and property after they die;
• a sum of money quaranteed by somebody on behalf of a person who has been charged with a crime so that he or she can go free until the time of the trial;
• the decision of the court;
• the party who denies a claim in court; the person accused of a crime;
• the punishment given by a court of law;

• a formal examination of evidence in a court of law by a judge and often a jury, to decide if sb accused of a crime is guilty or not;
• a person who is trained and qualified to advise people about the law and to represent them in a court of law, and to write legal documents;
• an illegal act or activity that can be punished by law;
• the place where legal trials take place and where crimes are judged;

• a group of members of the public who listen to the facts of a case in a court of law and decide whether or not smb is guilty of a crime;
• a sum of money that must be paid as punishment for breaking a law or rule;
• an official organization whose job is to make people obey the law and to prevent and solve crime; the people who work for this organization;
(verdict, plaintiff, defendant, crime, policeman, court, fine, bail, trial, jury, lawyer, sentence, will).

II. Suggest English equivalents for the Russian parts. Read the whole sentence and translate it into Russian.

1. They feel that if the police were armed, (преступники) too would always carry guns, and the cycle of (насилие)would (увеличиваться).

2. In Britain it is illegal to own a (пистолет); you can keep a (ружьё) or a (винтовка), but even for these it is quite difficult to get a (лицензия).
3. (Жертвы насилия) often say that it is not worth calling the police because they will do nothing.

4. The person bringing a (гражданское дело) is called (истец), the person defending the case is (обвиняемый).

5. Magistrates deal with cases such as (нарушения вождения автомобиля, магазинные кражи или вандализм), and the maximum (приговор) they can give are six months in prison or a £5,000 (штраф).
6. (Верховный суд) includes the Courts for (гражданские апелляции) to which the (обвиняемый) may send his (дело) if he thinks that the sentence was (несправедливый).

7. They (разбирать большинство юридических дел) for their               (клиенты), including the (составление документов) such as (завещание, бракоразводные бумаги и контракты).
8. This creates an atmosphere which can be quite (устрашающий).
III. Complete the following sentences.

1. In 1827 the Prime Minister, Robert Peel, set up a force in London; they were often called………………. .

2. The main office of the British Metropolitan Police now officially called…………………………………… .

3. One of the first things that visitors to Britain notice is his strange-looking……………… .

4. Only a few police are regularly armed – those who guard……..and………… or who patrol ……………… .

5. The overwhelming majority of police officers are white males, and there is a persistent problem of………………and…………………… .

6. …………are approachable – you can ask them the way in the street.

7. They are better paid than ……….., and much better paid than …………… this helps to prevent ………….., and they very rarely accept …………..

8. ………… are just ordinary people of good reputation who have been appointed to the job by a local committee.

9. The Central Crown Court of London, called ………….., is housed in…………….. .

10. The jurors are chosen at random from the population between the ages of 18 and 70, but ……………, ………… and………… cannot sit on a jury.

11. The only function of ……………… is to present cases in court.

12. The older a firm, the more ……………… it is.

13. ...........................which administers prisons and supervises the police, and …………………………………….., which oversees the appointment of judges, magistrates and other legal offices.

IV. Test-translation. Express the following in English.

1. В начале 19 века Британские рабочие подозревали, что полиция будет использована против них.

2. Британия одна из немногих стран в мире, где полиция, как правило, не носит оружие.

3. Самая распространённая жалоба по поводу полиции – это то, что они не компетентны.

4. Шотландская юридическая система отличается от английской, у них особые суды и много своих собственных законов.

5. Присяжным не платят за их службу, и они должны выполнять свои обязанности.

6. Даже сегодня у некоторых фирм есть офисы, которые не сильно изменились со времён Чарльза Диккенса. Чем старее фирма, тем она престижней.
7. Судья и адвокаты носят необычные старинные одежды: чёрные мантии, высокие белые воротнички и напудренные белые парики.

8. Штаб-квартира английской полиции находится в Скотланд-Ярде, в котором работают лучшие в Англии эксперты-криминалисты.

9. Первый Кодекс английских законов был составлен по указу короля Альфреда Великого в IX веке н.э.

10. Английский кодекс законов, пожалуй, самый запутанный в мире.

ORAL LANGUAGE PRACTICE

I. Correct the wrong statements. Begin with:

It’s not true to fact. It’s wrong. It’s false. It’s not so. It’s true

1.
A writer named J.P. Smith warned in 1812 that the police would mean: “…a system of justice; an organized army, for the construction of all public liberty».
2. Britain is one of the few countries in the world France and Australia where the police don’t normally carry guns.
3. There are basically three kinds of court.
4. The maximum penalty for murder is the capital punishment.
5. The judge decides whether the defendant is guilty.
6. The highest judicial body in Britain is the Crown Court.

7. The head of the judicial system is Prime Minister.
8. In England the lawyers get professional training at the Faculties of Law at the universities.
9. Wales has its own legal system, separate from the rest of the United Kingdom.
10. A comparison is often made with the USA, where the rate of murder by firearms is almost ten times the UK rate.
II. Have a talk based on the texts. Make use of the following questions:

1. What happened in 1827 in Britain? Who was Robert Peel?

2. Why was there considerable resistance to the idea of permanent police force?

3. What is the difference between the names the ‘Police Force’ and the ‘Police Service?

4. Is there national police service in Britain?

5. Describe a typical British policeman. Do the British people like their police?

6. Is it legal or illegal to own firearms in Britain?

7. Are the police officers always perfect in Britain? Do they make any mistakes?

8. What are the main features of English legal system?

9. What is the difference between the criminal law system and the civil law system?

11. 10.How many kinds of court are there in Britain?

12. What is the highest judicial body in Britain? Who is the head of the judicial system?

13. What are the main kinds of lawyer in Britain? How do they work? What are their main functions?

14. What are the main functions of Ministry of justice in Britain?

15. Is the law accessible in England?

16. Why is the legal system called English in Britain?

III. Watch the film “Police and Law”. Translate the suggested video-information. Discuss it, using the following questions:

1. How many police officers are there in Britain?
2. What were the most popular crimes in Britain in 1999?

3. What was the prison population in Britain in the year 2000?
ADDITIONAL WORK
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Text for discussion

I. Read and translate the texts. Give your impressions.

Caution!
“You don’t have to say anything unless you wish to do so, but what you say may be given in evidence”. These words are well-known to almost everybody in Britain. They have been heard in thousands of police dramas on television. For a long time they formed what is technically known as the caution, which must be read out to an arrested person in order to make the arrest legal. But, in 1994, the British government decided that the ‘right to silence’ contained in the caution made things too easy for criminals. This right meant that the refusal of an arrested person to answer police questions could be used as part of the evidence against him or her. Now, however, it can.

To accord with the new law, the words of the caution have had to be changed. The new formula is: “You don’t have to say anything. But if you don’t mention now something which you later use in your defence, the court may decide that your failure to mention it now strengthens the case against you. A record will be made of anything you say and it may be given in evidence if you are brought to trial”.

Civil liberties groups in Britain are angry about this change. They say that many arrested people find it too difficult to understand and that it is not fair to encourage people to defend themselves immediately against charges about which they do not yet know the details. They are also afraid it encourages false confessions.

Prisons

Britain’s system of justice relies heavily on imprisonment as a form of punishment. Until the late 18th century conditions in prisons were dirty and violent. In the 19th century conditions improved, thanks to the work of reformers. New prisons were built, in which most prisoners had their own cell facing into a large central area. Many of these prisons still exist today.

The type of prison in which criminals serve their sentence depends on their category. Category A prisoners are considered dangerous and are held in high-security closed prisons. Prisoners may be kept in solitary confinement if they are likely to harm others. Category B and C prisoners are also held in closed prisons. Category D prisoners are trusted not to escape and are sent to low-security open prisons. A prison is run by a governor who is responsible to the Home Office, and the prisoners are guarded by warders.

There is not enough space available in prisons for the number of people being given custodial sentences. In 1990s there were riots at several prisons because of poor conditions. Cells intended for one person often contain two or three. Despite this, some people think life in Britain’s prisons is not hard enough. Some prisons are described as ‘universities of crime’, where prisoners gain new skills in breaking the law and have access to drugs.

There are many British slang expressions connected with prison. ‘To do time’ is to serve a prison sentence; ‘to have been inside’ means to have been in prison. Time spent in prison is ‘porridge’. Prison itself is ‘the nick’, ‘the slammer’ or ‘choky’; wardens are ‘screws’, and the prisoners are ‘lags’.

“The Law of England is a very strange one; it cannot compel anyone to tell the truth…But what the Law can do is to give you seven years for not telling the truth. ” Mr. Justice Darling.
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“When lawyers talk about the law, the normal human being begins to think about something else.” R.Ingrams








“When a judge begins to sum up at the end of a case, it is for me as if someone has twirled a roulette and we look anxiously to see if the ball will fall in red or black. ” R.Ingrams
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“It’s my duty to warn you that it will be used against you,” cried the Inspector, with the magnificent fair play of the British criminal law. A.Conan Doyle











