                US Senator Kerry says Raymond Davis inquiry to go on

 US Senator John Kerry has said a US man arrested for killing two Pakistani men will be subjected to a criminal inquiry at home if Islamabad released him.
Senator Kerry also expressed regret over the killings which have soured relations between the two countries.

The US envoy arrived in Pakistan on Tuesday in a bid to resolve the row sparked by the arrest of Raymond Davis for last month's shooting in Lahore.

Mr Davis was taken into custody after confessing to the shootings.

Mr Davis has said he shot the two men in self-defence as they were trying to rob him.

President Obama for the first time entered the argument on Tuesday, saying that while he was not "callous" about the shooting, Mr Davis enjoyed diplomatic immunity under the Vienna Conventions.

"If they [diplomats] start being vulnerable to prosecution, that's untenable," he said. 

The US government has announced that it would prove before a Pakistani court later this week that Mr Davis has diplomatic immunity.

"It is customary in an incident like this for our government to conduct a criminal investigation. That is our law. And I can give you the full assurance of our government today that that will take place," Associated Press quoted Senator Kerry as telling reporters in Lahore. 
"So there is no such thing as a suggestion that something is out of law or that America thinks somehow we're not subject to the law," he said.

The BBC's Aleem Maqbool in Islamabad says the announcement that Mr Davis will subsequently face a US criminal investigation will not be enough to appease many Pakistanis. 

The Pakistani media has turned this into a matter of national pride and the initial bad handling of the case by diplomats on both sides has now made it very difficult for either Pakistan or America to back down, says our correspondent.

The case is threatening to derail US ties with Pakistan, a crucial ally in the fight against militants, and Senator Kerry's visit is an attempt to smooth over relations.

"I want to come here today to express our deepest regret for this tragic event and to express the sorrow of the American people for the loss of life that has taken place," he said.

Mr Kerry's arrival in Pakistan coincided with President Barack Obama saying that Mr Davis should have diplomatic immunity.

The president said it would be untenable if diplomats were prosecuted.

Mr Davis is charged on two counts - murder and possession of illegal weapons. 

The court has ordered the Pakistani government to clarify US embassy claims that he has immunity.

Mr Davis has reportedly been sent to the high-security Kot Lakhpat jail in Lahore. His next hearing is scheduled for 25 February.

It is not clear what his role in Lahore was - American officials in Islamabad have said only that he was a US embassy employee who was part of the "administrative and technical staff".
The Associated Press news agency says Pentagon records show that Mr Davis is a former Special Forces soldier who left the army in 2003 after 10 years of service.
Women and children killed in Afghanistan blast 

A roadside bomb has killed 13 civilians in eastern Afghanistan, government officials said.

The interior ministry said in a statement that the vehicle, a motorised rickshaw, was hit in the morning. 

The dead include women and children. The attack took place in Khoshamand district in Paktika province.

It is not known who carried out the attack, but the area on Pakistan's border is a stronghold of the Taliban and al-Qaeda militants.

The interior ministry blamed the attack on "enemies of Afghanistan's people" - a phrase often used to describe the Taliban. 

A police investigation has been launched, it said.

Paktika Governor Mohibullah Samim told the BBC that the attack took place as families were taking children to a local health clinic.

"Most of those killed were women and children," he said. "All the dead were civilians."

Mr Samim said that the Taliban were responsible because they had "carried out similar attacks in the past".

The BBC's Bilal Sarwary in Kabul says that the clinic may have been targeted because a nearby road - close to the governor's office - is often used by Afghan and international troops.

Our correspondent says that Wednesday's attack was the third roadside bombing in Afghanistan over the last week.

On Sunday at least nine people attending a wedding were killed by a roadside bomb in the northern province of Baghlan, officials said.

The day before that blast, six civilians were killed in a roadside blast in the southern province of Helmand.

The BBC's Quentin Sommerville in Kabul says roads are increasingly in the front line of the war in Afghanistan. 

Civilian and military casualties are at levels not seen for a decade - last year more than 2,400 civilians died, with roadside bombs the biggest source of casualties, our correspondent says.
