Polysemy    
Analyzing the word-meaning we can’t but observe that words as a rule are not monosemantic (having one meaning), but polysemantic, i.e. possessing more than one meaning. 

The bulk of English words are polysemnatic, and the commoner the word is the more meanings it has. The word ‘table’, for example, has over 15 meanings: 1) a flat horizontal slab or board, usually supported by one or more legs, on which objects may be placed; 2) a) such a slab or board on which food is served; 3) food as served in a particular household or restaurant; 4) such a piece of furniture specially designed for any of various purposes; 5) a) a company of persons assembled for a meal, game, etc;  6) any flat or level area, such as a plateau; 7) a rectangular panel set below or above the face of a wall; 8) architecture another name for cordon; 9) an upper horizontal facet of a cut gem; 10) music the sounding board of a violin, guitar, or similar stringed instrument; 11) a) an arrangement of words, numbers, or signs, usually in parallel columns, to display data or relations; 12) a tablet on which laws were inscribed by the ancient Romans, the Hebrews, etc; 13) palmistry an area of the palm's surface bounded by four lines; 14) printing a slab of smooth metal on which ink is rolled to its proper consistency; 15) a) either of the two bony plates that form the inner and outer parts of the flat bones of the cranium b) any thin flat plate, esp. of bone. Each of the individual meanings can be described in terms of the types of meanings discussed above. When studying polysemantic words, however, we are more interested in how all these multiple meanings are interrelated and interdependent in the semantic structure of one word. 

Viewed diachronically, polysemy implies simultaneous presence in the semantic structure of the word of its previous meaning(s), which are called primary meanings, and of its new, more recent meanings, which are termed derived, or secondary meanings. Secondary meanings are always dependent on the primary meaning(s) and appear in the language after the primary meaning is in existence. In the case of ‘table’, e.g., its primary meaning is “a flat horizontal slab or board”, all theу other meanings are secondary. 

In synchronic terms polysemy is understood as coexistence of various meanings of one word at the given historical period of the English language development, where the most recognizable and widely used meaning is viewed as its basic or central one, and all the other meanings are minor or secondary. Thus, the basic meaning of the word ‘table’ is the one that comes to our mind first when we hear or see this word, i.e. “a piece of furniture specially designed for any of various purposes”.  

The synchronic approach, however, lacks objectivity as in some cases it may be difficult to single out one central meaning. If we analyze the verb ‘to get’, e.g., it is not easy to define its basic meaning as being ‘to obtain’, or ‘to reach the destination’. 

A more objective criterion for identifying the basic meaning in polysemantic words seems to be the frequency of their occurrence in speech. In the case of the word ‘table’, e.g., “a piece of furniture specially designed for any of various purposes” possesses the highest frequency value and makes up 52% of all meanings of this word, the meaning “an arrangement of words, numbers, or signs, usually in parallel columns, to display data or relations” accounts 35%. 

The diachronic and synchronic approaches to polysemy are not exclusive in any way, but are viewed as supplementing each other in the linguistic analysis of polysemnatic words. However, as the semantic structure is never static, the relationship between the diachronic and synchronic evaluations of individual meanings may be different in different periods of the language development. The word ‘revolution’ e.g., has undergone the change of its semantic structure from “revolting motion of celestial bodies” in ME to “an overthrow of the regime” in Mod.E.  
