GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN
U I: MONARCHY

Lesson 1
British Royalty

Monarchy as a system of government
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Monarchy is a system of government by a king or a queen; it’s a country that is ruled by a king or a queen. Monarchy is a form of government in which sovereignty is vested in a single person whose right to rule is generally hereditary and who is empowered to remain in office for life. The power of this sovereign may vary from the absolute to that strongly limited by custom or constitution. Monarchy has existed since the earliest history of humankind and was often established during periods of external threat or internal crisis because it provided a more efficient focus of power than aristocracy or democracy, which tended to refuse power. Most monarchies appear to have been elective originally, but dynasties early became customary. In primitive times divine descent of the monarch was often claimed. Deification was general in ancient Egypt, the Middle East, and Asia, and it was practiced during certain periods in ancient Greece and Rome. A more moderate belief arose in Christian Europe in the Middle Ages; it stated that the monarch was the appointed agent of divine will. This was symbolized by the coronation of the king by a bishop or the Pope, as in the Holy Roman Empire. The medieval monarchs were in fact weak and dependent upon the nobility for much of their power. During the Renaissance and after, there emerged “new monarchs” who broke the power of the nobility and centralized the state under their own rigid rule. Notable examples are Henry VII and Henry VIII of England and Louis XIV of France.
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The 16th and 17th century mark the height of absolute monarchy, which found its theoretical justification in the doctrine of divine right. However, even the powerful monarchs of the 17th century were somewhat limited by custom and constitution as well as by the delegation of powers to strong bureaucracies. The Glorious Revolution in England1 (1688) and the French Revolution (1789) were important landmarks in the decline and limitation of monarchical power. The monarch, however, remained the centre of executive power throughout most of the 18th century.
Notes
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1the Glorious Revolution in England (1688) – the events in Britain in 1688 when the Roman Catholic James II was removed as king and replaced by his daughter Mary and her husband William III (William of Orange). So many of James’s Protestant officers joined William’s side that there was no fighting , and James escaped to France with his family. These events are also called The Glorious Revolution because constitutional monarchy was introduced at the same time.  

By the end of the 19th century Royal power was increasingly reduced by constitutional provisions and parliamentary incursions.

In the 20th century monarchs have generally become symbols of national unity, while real power has been transferred to constitutional assemblies. Over the past 200 years democratic self-government has been established and extended to such an extent that a true functioning monarchy is a rare occurrence in both East and West. Notable constitutional monarchies include Belgium, Denmark, Great Britain, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and Thailand.

Constitutional monarchy is a system of government in which a monarch has agreed to share power with a constitutionally organized government. The monarch may remain the de facto head of state or may be a purely ceremonial head.

The British Constitutional Monarchy was the consequence of the Glorious Revolution of 1688, and was enshrined in the Bill of Rights of 1689.

A monarch is trained from birth for the position of Head of State. The people know who will succeed, and this certainly gives a nation invaluable continuity and stability. This also explains why it is rare for an unsuitable person to become King. There are no expensive elections as in the US where they have to elect “a new Royal Family” every four years. In the French system the President may be a member of one party, while the Prime Minister is from another, which only leads to confused government. In a British Monarchy there is no such confusion, for the monarch doesn’t rule in conflict with government but reigns over the whole nation.

A monarch and members of a Royal Family can become involved in a wide range of issues which are forbidden to politicians. All parties have vested interests which they cannot ignore. “A politician must inevitably be a spokesperson for only part of the nation, not the whole. A politician’s motives will always be suspected. Members of the Royal Family, by contrast, because of their symbolic position, are able to speak to a much wider constituency.”

All nations are made up of families, and it’s natural that a family should be at a nation’s head. It’s interesting to note that even today the Monarch is able to play a role in the spiritual life of a nation which presidents seem unable to fulfill.
The Value of the Monarchy
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The monarchy hasn’t always been popular but it survived the republican sentiments, because the monarchy gives British people a symbol of continuity and a harmless outlet for the expression of national pride. Public have been encouraged to look up to the Royal family as a model of Christian family life.
For several centuries the monarch personally had had the supreme executive, legislative and judicial power, but with the growth of Parliament and the courts the direct exercise of these functions progressively decreased. Many people change their attitude to the monarchy. There are many anti-royalist opinions. The Queen has recently been reported to be the richest woman in the world. People think she must pay taxes on her private income. But some Conservative MPs(strong supporters of the monarchy) protested at how much the Royal family was costing the country. But Civil list payments ( Civil list is the money  which the Queen and some of her relatives get from parliament each year for public duties.) to some members of the Royal family were stopped.
The Role of the Monarchy
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      Until the end of the 17th century, British monarchs were executive monarchs – that is, they had the right to make and pass legislation. Since the beginning of the 18th century, the monarch has become a constitutional monarch, which means that he or she is bound by rules and conventions and remains politically impartial.

       On almost all matters he or she acts on the advice of ministers. While acting constitutionally, the Sovereign retains an important political role as Head of State, formally appointing prime ministers, approving certain legislation and bestowing honours.

      The Queen also has important roles to play in other organizations, including the Armed Forces and the Church of England. The Queen acts as a focus for national unity, presiding at ceremonial occasions and representing Britain around the world.
The monarch is the personal embodiment of the government of the country. Clear separation between the symbol of government (the Queen) and the actual government ( the ministers ) doesn’t threaten the stability of the country as a whole. Other countries without a monarch have to use something else as the symbol of the country. In the USA, for example, one of these is its flag, and to damage the flag in any way is actually a criminal offence.

The monarch has a very practical role to play. By being a figurehead and representing the country, Queen Elizabeth II can perform the ceremonial duties which heads of state often have to spend their time on. This way the real government has more time to get on with the actual job of running the country.

THE BRITISH RULERS
         The monarchy is the oldest secular institution in the United Kingdom going back at least to the 9th century. Queen Elizabeth II can trace her descent from king Egbert, who united all England under his sovereignty in 829.
	DYNASTY
	MONARCH
	YEARS OF REIGN

	Saxon kings
	Alfred the Great
	871-899

	
	Edward the Elder
	899-924

	
	Athelstan
	924-939

	
	Edmund I
	939-946

	
	Edred
	946-955

	
	Edwy the Fair
	955-959

	
	Edgar the Peaceful
	959-975

	
	Edward the Martyr
	975-978

	
	Aethelred
	978-1016

	
	Edmund II
	1016

	Danish kings
	Canute
	1016-1035

	
	Harold I Harefoot
	1035-1040

	
	Hardercanute
	1040-1042

	Saxon kings
	Edward the Confessor
	1042-1066

	
	Harold II
	1066

	Norman kings
	William the Conqueror
	1066-1087

	
	William II
	1087-1100

	
	Henry I
	1100-1135

	
	Stephen
	1135-1154

	The Plantagenets
	Henry II
	1154-1189

	
	Richard I the Lion-Heart
	1189-1199

	
	John Lackland
	1199-1216

	
	Henry III
	1216-1272

	
	Edward I
	1272-1307

	
	Edward II
	1307-1327

	
	Edward III
	1327-1377

	
	Richard II
	1377-1399

	         The Lancastrians
	Henry IV
	1399-1413

	
	Henry V
	1413-1422

	
	Henry VI
	1422-1461

	The Yorks
	Edward IV
	1461-1483

	
	Edward V
	1483

	 
	Richard III
	1483-1485

	
	
	

	The Tudors
	Henry VII
	1485-1509

	
	Henry VIII
	1509-1547

	
	Edward VI
	1547-1553

	
	Mary I
	1553-1558

	
	Elizabeth I
	1558-1603

	The Stuarts
	James I
	1603-1625

	
	Charles I
	1625-1649

	
	REPUBLIC
	1649-1660

	
	Charles II
	1660-1685

	
	James II
	1685-1688

	
	William III and Mary II
	1689-1702

	
	Anne
	1702-1714

	The House of Hanover
	George I
	1714-1727

	
	George II
	1727-1760

	
	George III
	1760-1820

	
	George IV
	1820-1830

	
	William IV
	1830-1837

	Saxe-Coburg-Gotha
	Victoria
	1837-1901

	
	Edward VII
	1901-1910

	
	George V
	1910-1936

	The House of Windsor
	Edward VIII
	1936

	
	George VI
	1936-1952

	
	Elizabeth II
	    1952-…

	
	The House of Windsor became the House of Windsor Mountbatten from 1995
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


MODERN BRITAIN

THE WINDSORS
(1914 - present)
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World War I is often seen as a dividing line between British prosperity and decline. By 1914 Britain was already losing its pre-eminence in its navy and industry, and the monatchy and the House of Lords had little authority. Workers were also becoming steadily better organized, and strikes were to become frequent.

After World War II (1939-1945), Britain quickly lost her empire; the countries belonging to it were almost all independent by 1970. They remained linked in the Commonwealth of Nations. In the modern world, it has become apparent that a small country can no longer stand alone. So Britain has become a member of other organizations: the United Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the European Union which provide support for trade and defence.


George V was a traditionalist, earnestly trying to do his best for the country, and he had been deeply respected. His son’s accession brought problems. He died the year after his silver jubilee after a series of attacks of bronchitis, on January 20, 1936. 


When George V died, his eldest son, Edward VIII, was 41 and unmarried. As Prince of Wales he had acquired great personal popularity, both at home and in the empire. Edward was aware of the social problems of the time, and had made public remarks about both slums and unemployment which earned widespread approval. He had his definite views on domestic and foreign policy, however, the government saw this as political meddling. More over, he lost his heart at a critical moment to an American divorcee, Mrs Wallis Simpson. It was the talk of the world’s press. The Prime Minister spoke to the King about Mrs Simpson. Edward declared that he wanted [image: image8.jpg]


to marry her, and proposed a morganatic marriage, a marriage in which Mrs Simpson would be his wife but not his queen. The government, the Churches, the leaders of the Commonwealth and probably majority opinion in the country opposed a royal marriage that would make Mrs Simpson a queen. For the last 2 centuries the public have wanted their monarch to have high moral standards.
Edward chose to abdicate the throne in 1936 and married Mrs Simpson in 1937. After their marriage they lived mainly in France. He abdicated in favour of his brother who became King George VI, giving Edward the title of Duke of Windsor.3 Edward gave Royal Assent to His Majesty’s Declaration of Abdication Act, by which Edward VIII and any children he might have were excluded from succession to the throne.

During the Second World War, the Duke of Windsor escaped from Paris to Lisbon in 1940. Then he was appointed Governor of the Bahamas,4 a position he held until 1945. 
In spite of the constitutional crisis that he caused, the Duke of Windsor ( as Edward later became ) and his wife were popular celebrities in Britain all their lives. The king’s abdication has been an example of the power of love.
He lived abroad until the end of his life, dying in 1972 in Paris (but he was buried in Windsor).
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Edward was never crowned. His reign lasted 325 days. As Prince of Wales, Edward VIII (reigned January-December 1936) had successfully carried out a number of regional visits and other official engagements. These visits and his official tours overseas had made him popular. The first monarch to be a qualified pilot, Edward created the King’s Flight (now known as The Royal Squadron) in 1936 to provide air transport for the Royal family’s official duties. 
George VI was the second son of George V Albert, Duke of York who took the title of George VI IN 1936 and became king after the abdication of his brother Edward VIII. He was the last British king to be called “emperor” and the first Head of the Commonwealth of Nations. King George VI was the father of the present Queen.
George was a quiet, shy man who greatly admired his brother Edward. From childhood to the age of thirty, George suffered with a bad stammer in his speech, that’s why he didn’t like to be in public. An Australian speech therapist was instrumental in helping George to overcome the speech defect.

In 1923 George married Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, who was known as Queen Mother, bore him two daughters, Elizabeth and Margaret. George was a good husband and father and spent much time with his family. George VI and his queen Elizabeth together gained the respect and affection of the people. He had an extremely difficult reign, during which he took upon himself the task of maintaining the morale of the British people throughout World War II. George, following in his father’s footsteps, visited troops, munitions factories, supply docks and bomb damaged areas to support the war effort. As the Nazis bombed London, the Royal family remained at Buckingham Palace; George VI went so far as to practice firing his revolver, vowing that he would defend Buckingham to the death. Fortunately, such defense was never necessary. The actions of the King and Queen during the war years greatly added to the prestige of the monarchy. His devotion to duty in the war helped him to re-establish the reputation of the monarchy after the problems caused by the abdication crisis.

In the context of royal history, George VI was one of only five monarchs who succeeded the throne in the lifetime of his predecessor: Henry IV, Edward IV, Richard III, and William III were the other four. George wrote to Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin concerning the state of the monarchy: “I am new to the job but I hope that time will be allowed to me to make amends for what has happened.” His brother Edward continued to advise George on matters of the day, but such advice was a hindrance, as it was contradictory to policies pursued by George’s ministers. The “…slim, quiet man with tired eyes” (as described by Logue) had a troubled reign, but he did much to leave the monarchy in better condition than he found it.

He died from cancer on February 6, 1952.

Elizabeth II, born April 21, 1926, is the eldest daughter of George VI and Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon. She was born in London. Five weeks later she was christened Elizabeth Alexandra Mary in the chapel at Buckingham Palace. 
 Elizabeth’s parents liked a modern manner of bringing up their daughter. It was decided that the Princess’s life was to be as normal as possible. Even as a child, Princess Elizabeth understood the full significance of the role into which she had been born. At the age of 12 , having already distinguished herself as a gifted and eager horsewoman, Princess confided to her teacher that, had she not been born to be Queen, she would “like to be a lady living in the country with lots of horses and dogs.” Soon she wanted to discover all she could about the matters that would one day form the basis of her ruling life. She began to attend lessons in constitutional history at Eton College, one of England’s most illustrious and intellectually demanding public schools. Soon her love to History led her to broaden her education in order to take in the history of Europe. 
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In 1933 Hitler’s National Socialist Party was in power. In 1939 in September the Second World War came to Western Europe. Princess Elizabeth decided it was time to show that she was ready to assume the full weight of her Royal responsibilities. She became patron of organizations whose work she valued. She was President of charities “The Queen Elizabeth Hospital for Children” in  Hackney, east London. At the age of 18, in 1944, when during the King’s absence on a tour of the Italian battlefields, she performed many of the official duties of Head of State.

In 1947 Princess Elizabeth made her first official overseas visit to South Africa. The Princess’s role in service demonstrated that Elizabeth was now a mature and natural leader. Furthermore, the public was informed of her engagement to Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten, son of Prince Andrew of Greece and great-great-grandson of Queen Victoria. The couple had known each other for many years and Prince Philip was most popular match for Elizabeth in the eyes of the British public. The British press conceded that this was “ clearly a match of choice not arrangement.” 

They married on November 20, 1947 in Westminster Abbey. They have 4 children. In 1948 on the 14-th of November Princess Elizabeth gave birth to Prince Charles, the Prince of Wales, who was the perfect likeness of George V, his great grandfather. 2 years later, a sister for the Prince, Princess Anne, was born. 

The Princess Elizabeth was crowned on the 2-nd of  June , 1953 in Westminster Abbey as “ Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God , of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith.” She was only 25 when she became a queen.
In 1960 Prince Andrew, the Duke of York, was born. In 1964 Prince Edward was born.    
[image: image11.jpg]E
]
£
%
2
&




Elizabeth II has reigned for about 60 years, and appears capable of remaining on the throne for quite some time. In 1 000 years of English history only four monarchs have enjoyed a longer reign than Elizabeth II. They are Edward III, Henry III and Queen Victoria. Elizabeth has managed to maintain a division between her public and private life. She is the first monarch to send her children to boarding schools in order to remove them from the ever-probing media. She has a strong sense of duty and diligence and dispatches her queenly business with great candor, efficiency and dignity. Churchill, who had served four monarchs, was impressed and delighted by her knowledge and wit. She possesses a sense of humour rarely exhibited in public where a dignified presence is her goal.


Elizabeth, like her father before her, raised the character of the monarchy through her actions. Unfortunately, the actions of her children have tarnished the royal name. But her exceptionally long reign has provided a bright spot in the life of her country.


The Queen is probably the wealthiest woman in the world. Her state salary, the Civil List pays for her servants and transport. Since 1952, the Queen has been given 1,765,000 pounds sterling in cash each year for personal and household expenses. There are payoffs to the Girl Scouts, and Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. The Queen helps her favourite magazine “Sporting Life.”

The Queen and her family are a symbol that people can identify with. When people feel that the Queen has family problems, they see her as a real person with the same problems as themselves.
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The Queen has some particular likes. Hobby number one is horse racing. Her Majesty likes Scottish country dancing, the Beatles film “Yellow Submarine.” The Queen likes quiet evenings and home watching TV with her supper on a tray. She enjoys crossword and jigsaw puzzles. Her Majesty likes bright red dresses, long-stemmed, deep-pink carnations and champagne.


Her Majesty dislikes dictating letters, listening to after-dinner speeches and sailing. Among her dislikes are snails and grouse. The Queen hates cold and cigarette smoke. She also dislikes milk pudding, ivy and tennis. Her Majesty dislikes Charles Dickens and any talk of Edward VIII, her uncle, who gave up the throne to marry divorced American woman.


Elizabeth has some dear to her things in her handbag. Once, visiting a kindergarten, the Queen was asked by a little girl: “Your Majesty, what is there in your handbag?” Elizabeth opened her handbag and emptied it on the table. There were a make-up kit, 50 years old – her husband’s present, a picture of her grandchildren, a hare’s paw-a talisman, and an S-shaped hook, nobody knows for what.
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On travelling Her Majesty takes her favourites: her feather pillows and hot water bottle, her favourite China tea and her monogrammed electric kettle. She takes her cameras and jewellery, associated with the countries she is visiting. The Queen takes on journey mourning clothes and black-edged writing paper in case of bereavements.

The Queen meets thousands of people every year. She has to shake hands with each of them and she has to find something interesting to say. Her favourite Royal conversation starters are: “How long have you been waiting? ” “Where have you come from?”

Queen has become a roving ambassador for Britain. After the Royal visit abroad there is an increase in trade. The nation has some profit from her activities and the income from tourism in Britain generated by the monarchy.

Elizabeth II is a very popular monarch. If there were not monarchy 80% of the British would vote for her as President. 
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