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Table 11
Strong and Weak Forms Words Strong Weak Forms Examples
— y Forms
Words Strong Weak Forms Examples
Forms (quantitative reduc- she fi S fi, fi fiz \pria
tion, qualitative
red\;v;us(u):}lgg’slon we wi wi, wi, wi wi o, gri:
; [
Articles % + consonant ~ luk 3t 3 buk me mi mit, mi, mo fet mi s
the oi " "
Oi. 8i, 01 + vowel | al ~ terk 01 1gzzm her HiTEIC hass Bays nikz ha \san
] : B !
o “tc i —— hyr + V har,or + V. tel hor o1l
. s *lak 1z, f
- V| oy - bis hiz 12 a a1z, fers
him him im *send im 2w
Prepost-
Hons us as as,s iy 25 n | pis
at = ot at \haom
them dem dam, am “aisk dam ta , du: it
from from from fram , Iandan
your s+ C ot Js, jot € “hiazjo et
of ov v v 3 = &g av \milk
jor + v o, jor. jor aim jor ~ suld , frend
to w b+ C  spik 19 8 \din
our ava + C 2+ C ~braunz as , neiba
W w o+ V ~kam tu 5 kan, kluzn
avar + V ar + V hizasr = 30ld | frend
into nte mta + C ~kam inta 83 , rem
Verbs
nt + v ~ PUL it inty 3 ,boks
be bi: bil, bi, br ** dsunt bi ot
for o+ C b+C “kam 3, ti
# been bin biJn, bin, bin arv bin ,Binkin
for + V Br+ v = kam for a ok
am &m m — after [, am aim (tarod
Pro-
nouns are «+C @0+ C juslent
you e o, ju, jo jus ,rait
ar + V arar + V jvar o, laun
he hi: hiv, hi, i, hr hiz  fri J
Note: The sound [n] is not dropped in the words he, him, his, her, has,
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C — consonant; ”* V — vowel

have, had at the be.

ginning of intonation groups or sentencos.
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[image: image2.jpg]The Position of the Soft Palate. Stops are oral, because the
soft palate is raised and the air goes through the mouth.

Aspiration. [p, t, k] in initial position in a stressed syllable
are accompanied by aspiration, i. e. a strong puff of breath in a
= voiceless interval after the explosion of [p, t, k] before a vowel.
| The Russian [n, 7, k] are produced with less energy, therefore
no aspiration accompanies their pronunciation. Aspiration is
very strong before, a long vowel or a diphthong as in port, talk,
cart, poke, take, Kate; it is weaker before a short vowel as in
pit, top, cut. It is less noticeable before an unstressed vowel, as
- ol % in proper, porter, poker or in final positions (i. e. precedin_g
silence) as in lip, put, cook. If stops are preceded by [s] there is
hardly any aspiration at all as in speech, stop, school.
5 5 Length of Preceding Vowels. Vowels closed by strong (fortis)
stops are shorter than those followed by weak (lenis) ones, cf
rib — rip, feed — feet, bag — back

Palatalization. English stops are not palatalized, but before
front, close or mid-open vowels they are a bit clearer than
before back vowels, cf part — Pete, top — tip, door— day.
- | % Russian students of English sometimes palatalize consonants
before front and mixed vowels [i,, 1, &, &, 3:] because of the habit
of doing so in the native language. In Russian there is a palatal-
ized consonant series before front high and mid-open vowels. In
their articulation the front part of the tongue is raised to the hard
palate, forming a front secondary focus thus palatalizing them, cf
muiA — mua. Learners of English also raise the front part of the
tongue pronouncing the English consonants before these
vowels. To avoid this they must remember that the front part of
the tongue should be raised only when the articulation of the
consonant is accomplished
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English Stops

palatal

poist-
alveolar

According 1o the place
of atticulation | Bilabial | Forelingual | Backlingual

According apical velar
to the force of articulation alveolar

palato-
alveolar
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gual
medio-
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lingual
Glottal
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[image: image3.jpg]7. What is palatalization? Why does this mistake occur in the
pronunciation of Russian learners of English? In what cases
may it occur? What advice regarding palatalization would
you give a fellow-student who makes such errors in pronun-
ciation? -

8. What articulation exercises would you recommend for the
stops [p, b, t,d, k, g] regarding their plosive articulation?

9. Suppose a fellow-student pronounces the Russian [r] instead
of the English [t]. Is the mistake phonetic or phonological?
Keeping in mind what you know about the English [t] tell
him how to change the articulation.

10. What is the difference between the two consonants [b] in the
word bob?

11. If a student of English substitutes the English [d] by the Rus-
sian [a], does he make a phonetic or a phonological
mistake? Can you correct it?

12. What do the consonants [p,t, k] have in common?

13. Think of word pairs illustrating the pronunciation of the final
voiceless (voiced) stops.

14. What articulatory features of the opposed consonants make
the meaning of the following words different? rip — rib, tear —
dear, pick — pig, park — bark, seat — sead, card — guard.

15. Suppose your fellow-student pronounces the Russian [r1] in-
stead of the English [t]. Why can we call this mistake phone-
tic?

CONSTRICTIVE FRICATIVE CONSONANTS (FRICATIVES)

Constrictive fricative consonants comprise four pairs [f, v; 6,
d; s, z; [, 3] and [h].

They are constrictive because the air passage is constricted
and an incomplete obstruction is formed; they are fricative, be-
cause the air passes through the narrowing with audible friction.
All the fricatives except [[, 3] are unicentral. [f, 3] are bicentral,
because they have two places of articulation or two foci, the sec-
ond being produced by the front part of the tongue raised to-
wards the hard palate thus forming a front secondary focus.

In the production of fricative consonants the narrowing at the
place of articulation is flat. Only when [s, z] are produced it 1s
round.
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Place of Articulation. [f, v] are labio-dental, produced with
the lower lip against the edge of the upper teeth; [6, 8] are fore-
lingual, apical, interdental, articulated with the tip of the tongue
projected between the upper and the lower teeth; [s, z: [, 3] are
forelingual, apical alveolar, produced with the tip of the tongue
against the teeth ridge; [h] is glottal, made in the glottis.

Force of Articulation. [f, 0, s, [, h] are strong (fortis); [v. 9.
z,3] are weak (lenis).

Voicing. [v, 8, z, 3] are fully voiced in word initial position
before a vowel as in veal, these, zone, giraffe, or in an intervocalic
position as in cover, father, bosom.

In word final position they are partly devoiced as in love
[lav], with [wid], rose [r3uz].

[f. ©, s, J. h] are voiceless, the vocal cords are apart and do
not vibrate.

Position of the Soft Palate. Fricative consonants are oral,
the soft palate is raised and the air escapes through the mouth.

Length of Preceding Vowels. Vowels before voiced
fricatives are longer than before voiceless ones, eg leave —
leaf; his — hiss.

Palatalization. English fricatives (except [f, 3]) are nonpalatal-
ized, only before front close and mid-open vowels they are a bit
clearer than before back ones, cf father — feet, heart — heat,
thunder — theme.

If Russian learners of English palatalize the fricatives they
must raise the front part of the tongue only when they pre-
nounce the vowels (front high or mid-open) but not during the
production of consonants.

Table 8
English Constrictive Fricative Consonants (Fricatives)
According 1o the Forelingual

place of articu- Glot-
According lation | Labio- | inter- | alveo- | palato- | tal
to the force dental | dental | lar | alveolar |
of articulation
Strong (fortis) voiceless r 0 s i h
Weak (lenis) sometimes v 3 z 3 -
voiced
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Table 11, continued

Words Strong Weak Forms Examples Words Strong Weak Forms Examples
Forms Forms
is 1z z — after voiced conq weaz nik Conjunc-
sonants and vowels tions
and @nd and, an, n beikn and ,egz
s — after voiceless dzts rait -
consonants that dxt 3t Jju  nau 93t jua oy
2 — afters.z,[,3, | 02~ havsiz Jad but bat bat bat * war ,not
0% than dzn dan, dn its > woma dan jestadi
~ wot waz ,ron
was woz waz * ‘ as z2 oz 9z *swn oz ,posibl
: wa, w3, wa + C 0a “uizwas \grin |
ere :§:r++cv wier, war, war + V 32 ~baiz war \pnist or o+ C 9,0, + C “reds wan
- ) ar + V arona + V ~tomor &n
- g - = ka:z av | stopt
have hav hav, av, v — aiter per-| 03 ¥ | -
Parti- o+ C “trarte (dunt
sonal pronouns :
£ . — cles
has haz haz, oz, z — after 85 ~dokta haz kam to uw w+V *lrarto Ot
voiced consonants
anid vowsis there 832 3+ C dawa letaz
s — alter voiceless = ks (kam dar + V dara ildran
consonants
R —— The weak forms of the words listed in Table 11 should be
had hxd had, 2d, d — after K : used in unstressed positions.
personal pronouns | \farv - !
The strong forms of auxiliary and modal verbs, personal and
can kaen kan, kn dei kan (stet possessive pronouns and form-words are by far more rarely used.
Soall s 1 They are used in their strong forms when they are said in
could kud kod, kd LG | isolation, when they become the communicative centres of utter-
must mast mast, mas armast ,woin tm ances. The following cases should be also remembered as the
N traditional use of strong forms in the English language.
will wil 1 i Prepositions have their strong forms though they might re-
would wud wad, ad, d — after 32 g3l wad (ster main unstressed: ) )
personal pronouns {a) at the very end of an intonation group or phrase, eg
3 2 o f
shall fel fal, i — after per- wifl \wak What are you looking at? [ wot 3 ju \lukip =t].
sonal pronouns (b) at the end of an intonation group or phrase when they are
hould | fud fod, fd — after per- | arfd ~lak 2 \ster followed by the unstressed pronoun. Monosyllabic prepositions
: sonal pronouns are either stressed or not, according to the rhythmic pattern of
the phrase, eg
do du: du*, du, du, da = wot da der ,n3u ) :
I'm not talking to you. [aim ~ not \takip tw ju]
does daz daz “wendaz 1 kam

but [aim Vnot 'takip ta ju]
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[image: image1.jpg]17. How are the Russian rolled consonants [p, p’] produced?

18. Enumerate the consonant groups according to the place of
articulation.

19. How are the forelingual consonants classified according to
the work of the tip of the tongue?

20. How do the forelingual consonants differ according to the
place of obstruction?

CLASS A. NOISE CONSONANTS

OCCLUSIVE NOISE CONSONANTS (STOPS)”

Occlusive noise consonants comprise three pairs: [p, b: t, d;
k. g].

They are occlusive because a complete obstruction to the
stream of air is formed, they are stops because the breath is
stopped at some point of articulation and then released with an
explosion that is why they are also called plosives.

Note: Since there is only one focus of articulation, the stops
are unicentral pronounced with a flat narrowing.

Place of Articulation. Stops are bilabial [p, b], produced with
both lips pressed together: forelingual, apical alveolar [t, d],
produced with the tip of the tongue against the teeth ridge;
backlingual, velar [k, g], produced with the back part of the
tongue against the soft palate.

Force of Articulation. [p, t, k] are strong or fortis as they are
pronounced with more muscular energy and a stronger breath
effort than [b, d, g] which are weak or lenis.

Voicing. [b, d, g] may be fully voiced in word initial position
before a vowel as in bag, dog, got or in intervocalic positions as
in rubber, leader, eager. In these cases the vocal cords are
drawn together and vibrate.

In word final position they are partly devoiced: [b.d, g] as in
rob [rob], bed [bed], log [ivg]. [p, t, k] are voiceless as the vocal
cords are kept apart and do not vibrate.

" For changes in connecled speech see Chapler Il
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